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ZECHARIAH – THE PROPHET OF THE MESSIANIC AGE. 

Written 520 BC. 
 
Background. Read Haggai. Jerusalem had been rebuilt, but not the Temple. The prophets had 

concern for the rebuilding of the Temple, speaking from the Lord. The Temple, then, would be the 
centre of spiritual life. It must be rebuilt to strengthen, preserve and revitalise the people of the 
Covenants. Zechariah believed that the Messiah would come through the royal line of David. 
Zechariah was a prophet and priest, deeply concerned about the sin and moral decay that had set 
in his day.  

This is also true for our nation in our day. Zechariah saw each person and the whole remnant 
nation needing cleansing and renewing spiritually to new life. Individual repentance must become 
national repentance and newness of life. No prophet is more concerned for the Messianic Hope 
than Zechariah and he gives predictions about His first coming and His second coming. Zechariah  
9:9. Ch.14:4 (see Acts 1:6-11). 

 
The book of the prophet Zechariah is in two parts: chs. 1-8 & chs. 9-14. The book covers over 

2500 years prophetically and historically. Consider – prophecy is history written in advance - or 
not yet fulfilled. It must come to pass. 

 
The one, whom His own Jewish people rejected, their own Messiah Redeemer King shall come 

to be Israel’s King and reign on earth from Jerusalem. The God of Israel will once again say 
“Ammi” – ‘my people’, after centuries of sin, unbelief and disobedience. They were “Lo-Ammi” – 
‘not my people’. (Hosea 2:23). Messiah shall speak peace (through the blood of His Atonement ) to 
the nation. Israel will at last enter into Divinely ordained priestly mission to the nations. (Isaiah 
66:18-23). Jerusalem will be the centre of worship of the only true God, the God of Israel – the 
centre for the whole earth. (Ezekiel 5:5. Isaiah 2:2-4 and ch. 4:1-6). (Zechariah  14:9). 

Zechariah was a young man or youth or lad - like Samuel, David, Jeremiah and Timothy. ‘Let no 
man despise your youth’. 1st Timothy 4:12. 

 
Four sections in Zechariah.  
 
(1).  Ch.1:1-6. ‘Call to Repentance’. 
(2).  Eight visions in one night. Ch.1:6 to the end of ch.6. Israel and the Nations. The Last Days 

Finale. From History to Prophecy – past to the future. 
(3).  Chs. 7 & 8. Facts and fruits of True Fasts – blessing for Israel and the Nations. 
(4).  Chs. 9-14. Climax of Conflicts – Antichrist to Armageddon. The Coming Messiah and 

Millennium. 
 
 
Ch.1:1-6 - Summed up in 2nd Chronicles 36:14 – 17(a). Sin, punishment and exile. Return to the 

land – Return to their God. 
 
First Vision - Ch.1:7-17.  
Five months before is Haggai 1:1, 14-15. Three months after is Haggai 2:10-23, note especially 

Verse 19, this is a month after Zechariah 1:1-7. The people must have repented of sin, unbelief 
and disobedience, also wrong priorities. Note the order of space of months. Important message 
here. The people responded to the word of the Lord in 23 days. (Haggai 1:1 & 15). 

 
Haggai 1:1 - Second year of the king of Persia, sixth month. Message: Rebuke and rebuilding of 

Temple. 
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Zechariah 1:1 - Second year of the king of Persia, eighth month. Message: Repent!! The people 
were slow to respond regarding their sin, even though they had begun to rebuild the Temple! 

 
Haggai 2:1 - If they repent – encouragement and promise in verses 4 & 5. This is the seventh 

month – seven weeks later (Compare ch.1:1 with ch.2:1). 
 
Haggai 2:10 is one month later – in the ninth month – the word of the Lord came by Haggai the 

prophet to the priests. . When the foundation of the Temple was laid the Lord promised to bless the 
people – Haggai ch.2:19. ‘From this day I will bless you’. 

 
There must have been repentance within the month. Notice also, it was within three months 

of Zechariah calling for repentance. Zechariah 1:7 – the teaching word of the Lord came through 
Zechariah. Blessing comes after repentance. 

 
Haggai and Zechariah are important to see together – contemporary synoptic prophets!! 
 
 
 

First Vision - Rider on the Red Horse. 
Zechariah Chapter 1:7-17. 

 
Other Horses: Speckled (Sorrel) and White. 
 
Zechariah says, ‘I saw’. He was alert, awake, exercising all his mental and spiritual faculties 

attuned to God! This was necessary so that he could fully respond to the promptings of the Spirit. 
 
Verse 11 - ‘The Angel of the Lord’ in Scripture is the Lord Jesus Christ. This is called a 

theophany – actual appearance of the Lord before His incarnation. Similar to His appearance to 
Joshua, though with different purpose. This is vision form to Zechariah. 

 
‘The Myrtle Trees’ - This a symbol of Israel – not the proud cedar or the lofty far spreading 

strong oak tree, but the lowly fragrant myrtle, growing in the shady valley out of the world’s gaze 
and prominence. Myrtle is ‘Hadassah’. We know that Hadassah is also Esther. She was so named 
because of her humility and modesty. (Even the Talmud states that this is a description of the God 
of Israel, in character!) 

So this is a picture of Israel in God’s sight – the myrtle – Hadassah. 
 
Verse 8 - ‘Ravine’. In the deep, the lowest place, the pit. Psalm 88:6. ‘ You have laid me in the 

lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps’. Israel is in great difficulty, in deep trouble and affliction. Israel 
is in a desperate condition, as Haggai has told us – needing to get priorities right ! Israel is subject 
to the great Gentile world power, Babylon at first, now Persia. This is the ‘Times of the Gentiles’ 
power and the then world supremacy. Israel might be threatened to be swallowed up in such a sea 
of Gentile world power (even today). THE LORD IS THERE WITH THEM. Isaiah 63:9 says, ‘in their 
affliction, He was afflicted and the Angel of His presence saved them, in His love and in His pity He 
redeemed them; and He bare them, and carried them all the days of old’. See also Jeremiah 30:11; 
Leviticus 26:44. 

 
Horse Symbols - Red – Judgement, blood and vengeance. See Revelation ch.6:4. ‘the red 

horse: power was given to him that sat there, to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill 
one another; and that there was given to him a great sword’. Isaiah 63:1-6 also. 

 
Sorrel (Speckled) - Mission of mixed character – Judgement and mercy. 
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White - Victory, triumph, glory, given to His people, after Christ rides forth, conquering and to 
conquer, executing vengeance at His Second Coming to the earth to end Armageddon. 

 
Verse 10 - ‘Patrol the earth’ – in relation to the Land and People of Israel, with God’s 

overshadowing care and dealings with Israel, in His purposes. He is watching over them. Jeremiah 
1:12 says ‘I will hasten (watch over) My Word to perform it’. 

 
Verse 11 - Contrast here, the Gentile world is at rest and secure, yet God’s people are in turmoil 

and tension. Israel is lying waste. The Jewish people are wandering, scattered and peeled by the 
nations, among the nations. The Gentiles are in domination over the land of Israel and her people. 
No one cares for the affliction of Zion or the sorrows of Israel. Jeremiah 30:17 says, ‘this is Zion - 
no one cares for her’. Israel is in despair. 

 
There is a crying out in verse 12. The Angel of the Lord – the Lord Himself to the Father, most 

probably – the Lord of Hosts. This is the Son talking with the Father. Remember Acts 2:34, ‘the 
LORD said to my Lord, sit thou at my right hand’. Peter quotes David writing Psalm 110:1 as David 
hears, by the Spirit, overhearing a conversation between Father and Son. 

Here is Messiah’s heart-cry for His people’s sad affliction. They are back in the land but under 
such tension without Him. Remember Jesus had compassion on the crowds, in the Gospels. They 
were as sheep without a shepherd, scattered and leaderless. He who later wept over Jerusalem 
said that they would see Him no more until they say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the 
Lord’. Matthew  23:37-39. 

 
‘70 Years’ - 606BC (Nebuchadnezzar) to 536 BC – the decree of Cyrus. See Ezra 1:1. 
By Zechariah’s time, only a remnant had returned, some 50,000, at different stages and times. 
 
Verse 13 - God’s comfort of Zion. See Isaiah ch.40. 
 
Verse 14 - Red in the face, burning with zeal. Qana (Heb.) as a husband for his wife, God – 

Israel. God’s jealous love for Jerusalem and Zion. He is jealous over what is His possession. (This 
is not envy, but rather right jealousy. Envy is desiring to possess what belongs to someone else 
and the one desiring it has no right to have and possess). Note the clear difference. Jealous is 
equal to zealous in differing translations. 

The Lord, today, still overshadows Israel, in Covenant care, though He is a stranger to them. He 
is like Joseph to his brothers, not recognised until the time came for Joseph to make himself known 
to his brothers. In His time Jesus will make Himself known to ‘His brothers’ in the flesh, and they 
will mourn for Him, convicted of their sin against Him, and come in repentance to receive salvation. 

 
Verse 15 - The Lord was angry at the intensity of the cruelty of Israel’s oppressors, far beyond 

the measure of affliction the Lord wanted in chastening Israel’s sin. 
 
Verse 16 - ‘My house shall be built’. This is intended to be the visible sign and pledge of restored 

fellowship between the Lord and His people. ‘Line stretched over it’ means precise planning. 
 
Verse 17 - ‘My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad.’ This means an ‘overflow’ - 

like the gushing forth of a fountain. So much will be the growth, expansion of prosperity by the 
hand of the Lord’s blessing upon His people, when they are obedient and get their priorities right. 
(Haggai - contemporary with Zechariah). 

Song of Solomon ch.4:15 says, ‘You are a garden spring, a well of fresh (living) water, and 
streams flowing from Lebanon’. 
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The Hebrew for prosperity is ‘towb’. It means good, pleasant, beautiful, excellent, lovely, 
delightful, convenient, joyful, fruitful, precious, sound, cheerful, kind, correct, righteous, virtuous. 
Important meaning is morally good in contrast with moral evil. 

 
A greater and fuller realisation of this term’s meaning is yet to come in the future when a remnant 

of Israel will be saved and become His nation in Messiah’s Millennial reign and rule from 
Jerusalem. Israel will be excellently chosen after it has been tested. 

 
‘Comfort Zion – choose Jerusalem’ - This is the first of three inspired statements. See also 

ch.2:12 and ch.3:2. See also Isaiah 14:1. ‘For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet 
choose Israel, and set them in their own land, and the strangers shall be joined with them, and they 
shall cleave to the house of Jacob.’ The Christian Believers are the ‘Gentile strangers’ attached or 
grafted into the spiritual commonwealth of Israel in the Eternal New Covenant. (We are not grafted 
into Israel, because Israel is still in unbelief). What a blessing, thrill and privilege for us Gentile 
Believers to be grafted in as the wild olive branches into the olive tree of spiritual blessing of 
knowing the Lord through Covenant relationship with Him, where one day the Lord will graft back 
the remnant of the natural branches where they belong. See Romans 11:24. 

 
Incidentally, though reference is made to the return after 70 years of exile – a far greater, fuller 

and final fulfilment of this prophecy is yet to come. Much Scripture verify this truth. See Amos 9:11-
15 linked with Acts 15:14-18. 

 
This is God’s Master Time Span. 
Isaiah ch.51:3 says, ‘The LORD shall comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places and He 

will make her wilderness like Eden and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness 
shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody’. 

 
 

Visions 2 - The Four Horns.  
Vision 3 - The Four Carpenters (Craftsmen or Smiths). 

Zechariah 1:18-21. 
 
This is a continuation of the comforting message. God is against Gentile nations who have 

afflicted the Jewish people. See ch.1:15. Jesus said that ‘Jerusalem will be trodden down by the 
Gentiles until the Times of the Gentiles be fulfilled’. (That is, when Gentile power in the world will 
cease at the Second Coming of Christ to the earth, to set up and rule during His Millennial reign 
and rule as King of Israel). (Luke 21:24). 

 
Horns - Symbols of power and proud strength (Link with Daniel’s prophecies). See Psalm 75 

verses 4 and 5. The horns are the ruling powers of the world. The Little Horn of Daniel ch.8 & 
Revelation ch.17. The Beast with ten horns. 

 
The term ‘four’ here refers to the four corners of the earth – universality of enmity against Israel. 

The ‘four Empires’ were revealed to the prophet Daniel. (Remember Zechariah came from 
Babylon/Persia back to Israel. Did he know Daniel as an old man in Babylon/Persia?). Remember 
the ‘four metals’ in the image mentioned in Daniel ch.2 and the ‘four beasts’ in Daniel ch.7. There 
was 2500 years of Gentile domination of Israel. Even today Israel is not really free from Gentile 
powers. These are the ‘Times of the Gentiles’. Yet, Israel will remain when these Gentile powers 
have gone. Mark Twain said, ‘The Jew stands by the grave of the nations, He, the Jew, remains, 
still’. See Jeremiah 30:11; Psalm 129. Future affliction is still to come. See Zechariah Chs. 13-14. 
Jeremiah 30:7; Psalm 83:4. Even so, Israel is indestructible because of the purposes and promises 
of the God of Israel. 
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The Carpenters or Smiths - Verses 20-21. 
God used Cyrus, king of Persia to overthrow bestial Babylon under king Belshazzar, haughty and 

totally godless. (He drank from the Temple vessels in defiance of God, thus the handwriting on the 
wall for him!). God used Cyrus to decree the release of the Jews from captivity. See Isaiah 44:28 
and 45:4; Darius. 

 
Alexander overcame a degenerated Persian Empire and in turn treated the Jews well, until, in 

turn, Greece degenerated. When their great rulers died, the empire degenerated and was 
conquered. They disappeared when taken over. Think of Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Cyrus, 
Persian kings, then Alexander. When the Romans came, God used them to prepare the earth for 
the coming of Messiah, through communication of easy travel and language, with laws.  

This Roman Empire type system of government has not been totally overcome or removed, until 
the fourth empire is revived and then the final Smith comes, the Messiah Himself will come to strike 
down the revived Roman Empire system of power and government, under the Antichrist. Christ will 
set up the fifth world Kingdom, His Millennial reign and rule. He will bind Satan, put him in the pit 
for the 1000 years, cast the Antichrist and the False Prophet into the lake of fire and rule Himself. 
See Daniel ch.2:44-45; Ch.7:13-14. He is King of Kings. See Isaiah ch.2:4. The Millennial Kingdom 
will be brought in when the King Redeemer Messiah of Israel returns to reign and rule – whose 
right it is! 

 
Vision 4 - ‘The Man with the Measuring Line’. 

Zechariah Chapter 2. 
 
(1) Jerusalem restored and greatly enlarged, into open countryside, as it is today. In Zechariah’s 

day, there was a condition of safety – no need of protection from enemies. There was an 
increase of population and buildings. See Isaiah ch.49:19-20. Jerusalem shall resemble a 
succession of villages in completely open areas and spread out. The limits of the city and land 
more widely extended. 

 
(2) Greater promise than enlargement or prosperity is the protection of the Lord. See Zechariah 

2:5 Isaiah 26:1. “God will appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks”. The “I” of Zechariah 2:5 is 
very Emphatic. God will be her protection. Isaiah 60:19. “Jehovah shall be to you an 
everlasting Light and thy God, thy Glory”. This must be literal and physical Jerusalem, not 
the heavenly Jerusalem. Cattle are mentioned in Zechariah  2:4. 

 
See the promise of Isaiah 14:1-3. See also the end of Zechariah Ch.14 for eventual context. 

This is not just the return from Babylon/Persia. ‘Glory’ refers to the personal presence of the Glory 
of the Lord. See Ezekiel ch.43:2-5,7. When the Lord withdrew His Glory, helplessness, sorrow and 
dark despair came to the Jewish people. The opposite will become true when the Glory of the 
Lord’s presence returns to Jerusalem. He will come as Messiah King to reign, coming through the 
East Gate, the Golden Gate, of the wall of Jerusalem. Jesus wept from the Mount of Olives, 
overlooking that same spot, probably where the prophet Ezekiel saw the Departure of the Glory of 
the Lord. Israel will see Him no more UNTIL Israel says, “Blessed Is He that comes in the Name of 
the Lord”. Matthew ch.23:37-39. 

 
The Glory of the Lord is in the face of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah. The 

promises referring to the establishing of the Messianic Kingdom of Christ, with Jerusalem as the 
centre (see Ezekiel ch.5:5) cannot be thwarted by the circumstances of the past or present days. 
Man’s disobedience may delay, but not deter God’s plans, purposes and promises or frustrate 
them. See Isaiah 4:3-6. 

 
Verses 6-7 - Flee from Babylon because of what will overtake them – Persia’s destruction – the 

city and the Empire. But see Isaiah ch.11:11. More than Babylon implied. Jewish people have 
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come ‘from the land of the north’, e.g. Russia and other eastern European countries. See 
Jeremiah 16:14-15. 

 
Verses 8-13 - The Divine Speaker. The Father sending the Son. The Son speaks, verse 8. He 

Will plunder the nations who hurt the Jews. (See Abrahamic Covenant, Genesis ch. 12). ‘After the 
Glory’ v.8, - to vindicate and display the Glory of God. God’s tender love is seen in Hosea’s love for 
sinful Gomer, his wife. 

The Angel of the Lord in Exodus ch.23:20-23, especially verse 20 reference, is the LORD Himself 
– His Presence shall be with them. See also Zephaniah 3:14-15. Promise of the King of Israel to 
be in the midst of His people, Israel, in the future. ‘The Lord in the midst of thee is Mighty’. See 
Psalm 102:13-18. 

 
Verse 11 - Us Gentiles saved. But more. See Acts 15:13-18. Israel – God’s servants and witness 

to the Gentiles during the Millennium. See Ezekiel 48:35. We have Jerusalem named there, 
Jehovah Shammah – ‘The Lord is there’. The God of Israel has the last Word. “The earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea”. Isaiah 11:9. 

 
Verse 12 - Israel – ‘God’s Inheritance’. He will return to claim His Inheritance. Isaiah 19:25; 

Deuteronomy 32:9. ‘For the Lord’s portion is His people, Jacob is the allotment of His inheritance’. 
This is the ‘Holy Land’. It will be no more polluted by sin. The characteristic will be ‘holiness’. 

Zechariah  14:20. 
 
‘All flesh’. Not only means mankind, but the Hebrew means expressing the weakness and 

impotence in the presence of Almighty God. 
 
‘God is roused’. Present dispensation is the period of God’s long continued silence for Israel. 
Soon, that silence will be ended for God’s Nation. The Church may cry out –‘how long, O Lord, 

before you come?’. So, Israel will see Him whom they pierced and mourn. Israel will cry out for 
Messiah, their Anointed King. In their darkest hour and night, He will arise like the Sun of 
Righteousness and come, with healing in His wings and He will reign as Daniel was told. See 
Daniel ch.2:44.ch. 7:13-14. The rejected Foundation Stone will come and establish His place and 
Kingdom. 

 
Zechariah Chapter 3:1-10. 

4th Vision - Joshua the High Priest. 
 
God has stated that He has chosen Jerusalem and the people of Israel and returned them from 

exile, though only about 50,000. How can this be when Israel has been so sinful before God who 
had caused their punishment in exile? How could they be used of God again to minister the 
blessing of God to the nations? Something must happen to them once again to become a 
“kingdom of priests and a holy nation”. Exodus 19:6; Isaiah 61:6. 

 
This vision shows in symbolic but vivid picture the salvation of Israel from inner pollution, 

defilement and moral sin. Repentance, forgiveness, salvation and eventually Messiah’s Gospel 
would be taken to the Gentiles through Jewish men. 

 
Joshua was the High Priest returned from exile 16 years before with Zerubbabel among 49,697 

returning exiles from captivity in Babylon. The ‘Angel of the Lord’ is the second person of the trinity. 
Joshua stands before the Lord representative of all Israel. What the Lord will do for Joshua He 
planned to do for all Israel returned as a nation, though as nearly always, a remnant. The Lord who 
has chosen Jerusalem and the nation of Israel rebukes satan, speaking of His choice, verse 2. 
Satan might say, you cannot choose them, they have sinned and he accuses Jerusalem and the 
people of their sin, but after the Lord’s rebuke, satan is silenced and there is no further word from 
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him! God intends to cleanse Joshua and thus Israel and that silences satan! Zechariah 3:9; 
Jeremiah 50:20; Isaiah 33:24. 

 
Satan us called the accuser of the brethren, but it is God who justifies, Hallelujah! Romans 8:33-

34. Isaiah 50:8-10. Satan hates God and His people and attempts to frustrate the purposes and 
mercy of God for Israel and the nations. 

 
Verses 1 & 2 - Joshua is standing in his High Priestly ministry. Deuteronomy 10:8, “The Lord 

separated the tribe of Levi (priests) to bear the ark of the Covenant of the LORD to stand before 
the LORD to minister unto Him and to bless in His Name”. 2nd. Chron.29:11, “My sons, be not now 
negligent; for the LORD has chosen you to stand before Him, to serve Him and that you should 
minister unto Him”. God chose because He loves. Deuteronomy 7:6-9. Jeremiah 31:37; 
Leviticus 26:44. Eph.1:4. John 15:16-19. 

 
‘Plucked from the fire’- suffering in Babylon, fires of the Holocaust. Haven’t they suffered enough? 

There is one suffering greater than all, to come. Jeremiah 30:7. Then Messiah will come again. 
Israel is like the burning bush, subject to fire but not consumed away. The dross is 
consumed, but there is no destruction of the nation. Malachi. Egypt had been an “iron furnace” for 
the Hebrews, Deuteronomy 4:20. Babylon was another. Isaiah 48:10; READ Isaiah 4:3-4. NB. 

 
Verse 3 - Heb: ‘tsoyim’ – word is the strongest expression for filth of the most loathsome kind. 

Satan may have sought the rejection of Israel by God as the priestly nation, or to attack God’s 
holiness of character – how could a holy God receive such a people again to Himself. They have 
sinned grossly. How could He receive their worship and service? He that keeps Israel, neither 
slumbers nor sleeps. Psalm 121. 

The Hebrew for ‘rebuke’ is strong rejection and suppression of Satan’s accusation. The rebuke of 
God is with power, a withering word of authority, as when Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and he 
departed from his victim. 

 
Verse 4 - Clothed with garments of righteousness. Isaiah 61:10. Possibly Joshua is given a new 

High Priest’s outfit; symbolising Israel re-appointed as a Kingdom of Priests unto God. 
Reinstatement and reconsecration to the calling as a holy nation. See v.5. 

“I will take away the stony heart and give you a heart of flesh”. Ezekiel 36:24-29. 
 
Verse 5 - Turban, clean mitre, the head-dress of a princely person and kings, not for anyone to 

wear. A tiara worn by the High Priest. This turban was the glorious complement of the High Priest’s 
clothing. He carried his office upon his forehead. A plate of pure gold was attached with the words 
engraved upon it. Exodus 28:36. See ch.29:6. Zechariah sees in this symbolic vision, the day in 
which Israel will be priests of the LORD and ministers of our God. Isaiah 61:6. The clothing of 
righteousness is necessary to be received into the presence of the King. Matthew 22:1-13. 
Revelation 19:7-8 – righteous dress, clean, white. In the world there are those dressed as kings but 
are not kingly; priests who are far from priestly – but not so in the Kingdom of God. There will be no 
deceptive appearances there. 

 
Verse 7 - Responsibilities, blessings, privileges given to those who walk with God obediently. 
 
Verses 8-10 - One of the richest and most beautiful of Messianic passages in the O.T. 
‘My Servant’ – is the title given to Messiah in the latter chapters of Isaiah. Isaiah 42:1–6; Ch.49:6 

Especially ch.53; Ch.52:9-13.  
BRANCH: Netzer (Nazareth). Also see Zechariah 6:12. Priest, King and Messiah. Jeremiah 

23:5-6; Ch.33;15-16. Out of David’s line. 
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THE BRANCH 
 

1.  Isaiah 4:2; ch.40:9. All 4 uses of the term ‘BRANCH’ suggest the one and only Son of God. 
(JOHN’S GOSPEL). SON 

2.  Jeremiah 23:5-6, ch.33:15-16. Zechariah 9:9. Son of David – Isaiah 9:7. SOVEREIGN. 
(MATTHEW’S GOSPEL) 

3.  God’ Servant - the Branch. Zechariah 3:8. Isaiah 42:1; ch.52:13; ch.53:11. SERVANT. 
(MARK’S GOSPEL). RIGHTEOUS SERVANT. 

4. The Man, whose Name is the Branch, Zechariah 6:12, (READ ch.6:11-15). Son of Man 
‘Behold, the Man’, John 19:5. Jesus said these words, not Pilate, whose name is in italics. SON OF 
MAN – SAVIOUR. 

 
Five times Messiah is designated ‘Branch – the Son’, as ‘Root’; ‘Offspring of David’; ‘Stem’; 

‘Sprout’; ‘Shoot’ – with reference to David or Jesse. Also Messiah is Key of David in Revelation  
3:7. 

 
Verse 8 - Reference to No.3 above. ‘My Servant – the Branch’. He will bring in perfect 

righteousness on the ground of which Israel shall be justified and the iniquity of the land removed 
in one day. Zechariah 3:9. 

Zechariah ch.6 reminds us that the Branch is a Ruler and a Priest upon His throne, v.13. 
 
Verse 9 - Stone. Isaiah 28:16; Psalm 118:26; Genesis 49:24. ‘Seven eyes’. Perfection of seeing 

things perfectly right. Revelation 5:6. Messiah is the precious Cornerstone. God the Father has 
perfect watchful care of His Son (Jewish view). The Father equips Messiah, His Son, for perfection 
in office, the Mediatorial work of redemption in spiritual glory and beauty which God the Father 
bestows upon Him – an anointed office, all in the fullness of the Spirit. He alone will remove Israel’s 
iniquity in one day. That day is still to come – Israel’s national day of repentance and redemption, 
their great Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur. Zechariah 12:10-13:1. The Spirit of God will apply the 
blood in that Day. Leviticus 16:30. It will have been their High Priest’s offering of his own blood. 
(Hebrews). 

 
Verse 10 - The Day of Peace. The Millennium by description. (David Baron: Zechariah. p.12). 
 
 
 

5th Vision - “Israel –the Light of the World” 
Zechariah Chapter 4 

 
Description: Notice that the bowl carrying the oil from above to the lamps had seven pipes, or 

canals, pourers connecting the bowl with each lamp. Two olive trees, especially fruitful in design, 
‘full of olives on the branch or bough, as ears can be full of grain’, - Jewish description, called 
Shibalei Hazethim – “ears of olives”. These olive trees, fruitful branches made of gold, poured oil 
from two spouts into the golden bowl supplying oil into the lamps through their pipes or pourers. 

 
This golden candlestick represented the 7 branched candlestick in the Temple. It stood in the 

Holy Place typifying Israel’s high calling from God to the nations (last vision). This is the Word of 
the Lord to Zerubbabel. It also implies that the people of God of all time – Jew and Christian – 
when we are united to the God of Israel by faith and salvation, we should shine and glow with His 
light, revealing God’s nature and character, perhaps as a paler reflection of His self-revealing 
Glory. The Lord illumines His people and we are to be a light-bearer to all around, shining for the 
Lord of Glory. ‘Israel should have been God’s Glory – His outshining’. Ezekiel 20:6. Christ is the 
Glory of God, the effulgence of God. He is the Shekinah Glory of God. Hebrews 1:3. Jesus said, 
“He who has seen me has the seen the Father”. 
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Israel failed God, but God has not abandoned them or given them up. Romans 11:1. He will have 

His way with Israel. They will achieve His purposes yet, to the nations. Deut. 32:8; Ezekiel 5:5. 
Isaiah Ch.44:21-23. Ch.46:12-13, Ch.49:3. 

The CANDLESTICK is the emblem /symbol of Israel’s religious position as witness for God. It is 
also true for the Church, called to be a witness for God. 

Remember when Jesus said He would remove the Lampstand out of its place. (Revelation 2:5 - 
See verse 2). Your Lampstand. God closes churches, not just buildings, but fellowships if they 
dishonour Him. See Luke 8:16. A witness for the Lord – individual or as a body, a Church. 

 
When Israel rejected the Light of the world, but only temporarily, seven golden candlesticks were 

created by God (NB 7 is perfect number), the Church, God’s dispensation for this age, during the 
period of Israel’s blindness, darkness and hardness of heart. Romans 11:8-12, 25 Now the Church 
must shine (1st Thessalonians 1:8) for the Lord until we are complete and taken to be with the Lord. 
Then the candlestick will be given back to Israel’s 144,000 to be His witnesses in the Great 
Tribulation. and then to all the redeemed remnant of Israel in the Millennium. 

 
Apostasy is growing rapidly today and the Church’s candlestick is becoming dim instead of 

shining more and more, speaking of Gentile Christendom. 
Israel’s candlestick will be restored after the long period of darkness and blindness has been 

removed. This is the meaning of Zechariah’s 5th vision. Israel’s future glory will be as the centre 
of God’s light and Glory and blessing to all the nations. Romans 11 v 12, 25-26; Isaiah 60:1-3 & 
ch.62:1-2. 

 
In the former instruction of God concerning the maintenance of oil for the lampstand in the 

Temple, and before that, the Tabernacle, the light was maintained by the offerings of the people 
and then the priests, providing the oil, topping up. However, in this vision, there are no people’s 
offerings and no attendant priests. Oil is symbolising the work of the Holy Spirit. God Himself 
working without the aid of man or his co-operation. The Sovereignty of God being exercised. The 
lamps are fed spontaneously with a plentiful supply of oil. Remember, the oil flowing miraculously 
to fill the containers of the widow in Elisha’s day. 2 Kings 4:2-7. 

 
Two Olive Trees - Verses 3&14. Two olive clusters, verse 12. Ch.3 - Joshua; Ch.4 - Zerubbabel. 
Partly High Priest and Prince, representing the whole people. Haggai mentions the two in ministry 

together. Religious and civil duties indivisibly united in Eastern culture, both carried out as before 
the Lord, in His sight, as unto Him. 

 
Yet Joshua and Zerubbabel as symbols do not exhaust the meaning, much more, the future is 

implied, not just a historical context. Both the Priestly and Kingly office were established by the 
anointing with oil – IMPORTANT. Consecration to Office. The two offices will merge into one, in the 
Anointed One, the Messiah King and Great High Priest of Israel and the Christians. He shines in 
and through His obedient Church and later through obedient Israel again, in the Millennium. 
Israel’s candlestick will yet shine with a 7- fold brilliance for the illumination of the nations, bringing 
the Word and the will of God to the nations. 

 
Verse 6 - ‘Might’ – hayil – means army, human co-ordinated strength. Man cannot advance or 

retard God’s ultimate sovereign purposes. The Spirit will enable Zerubbabel to rebuild the Temple, 
symbolising the restored fellowship between Jehovah and His people, then and in the future. It is 
God alone who can do this. The Spirit was in the midst of the returned Remnant. Haggai 2:4-5. 
See Isaiah 59:21. 
 

‘Mountain’ - Difficulties - hindrances to rebuilding. Obstruction of Gentile world powers to the 
restoration of Israel as a Theocratic nation. The Almighty Spirit of God will flatten all obstacles in 
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His way and time. Not by human ingenuity or the manipulating guile of Jacob. It will be 
accomplished, verse 7. See Ezra 5:1-2. 

 
Verse 10 - The seven eyes of God’s providential care and oversight. Nothing is hidden from His 

Omniscience. He knows all and sees all. Mark 4:22; Luke 12:2-3; Hebrews 4:13. 
 
The Lord will be the Lord of the literal Millennial Temple erected for true worship, but also He is 

the Chief Cornerstone of the spiritual Temple, the true Church, and the individual Believer, who is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit. The Lord is the centre of true spiritual worship, whether it will be in the 
future Temple, which will be the centre of the earth’s worship of the Lord, or now, for we worship 
Him from within ourselves as His Temple, our bodies. They that worship God must worship Him in 
spirit and in Truth. John 4:21-24. 

 
The Glory of His Body, the true and living Church, will not be revealed in all its splendour and 

glory until the Lord of Glory, Christ, the Bridegroom comes for His Bride. After the Marriage of the 
Lamb with His Bride in heaven, Christ will return to earth with His Bride and display her in all her 
Glory, radiant splendour and righteousness, with triumph. The true Church was created and 
formed by His creative Spirit, not by the might of men in religious Christendom, but by His Spirit. 
He forms His Body and Bride, the true and living Church. BUT THAT IS ALSO TRUE OF 
ISRAEL’S FUTURE. Not by armies, not by human power, can the Theocratic Kingdom of Israel be 
brought in, neither by the Church, or by human ingenuity. 

 
The Glorious appearing of the Lord, first for His Church, then seven years later to become 

Messiah Redeemer King and Great High Priest, will be a great climax in world history. Christ will 
set up His Theocratic Millennial Kingdom, ruling over Israel and the nations, too. 

For us, as Christian Believers, we are living stones, fitly framed together, built up into a spiritual 
house, growing to a holy Temple in the Lord. 1st Peter 2:4-7; Ephesians 2:20-22. 

 
 

6th Vision - ‘Vision of the Flying Scroll’ 
Zechariah Chapter 5:1-4. 

 
Grace and mercy are given to those who repent, but what about those who persist in wickedness 

in the sight of a holy God? Judgement is the answer - no less. 
Two visions in ch.5 give us the reverse of those in chs. 1–4. Before the glorious things take place 

as shown in the first five visions, we are now told there will be a period of moral darkness, 
corruption and Apostasy to come first. 

 
Ch.5:1-4 - Megillah, or scroll, used elsewhere as a picture of judgement. Ezekiel ch.2:9-10. 

Curse, or woes on Israel’s disobedience, Deut. 28:15-68. See especially Deut.30:1. 
 
Verses 3 & 4 - “Swearing falsely” – violation of the 3rd Commandment. “Stealing” - breaking the 

8th Commandment. See Romans ch.2: 6 – 11. 
 
“Flying” – speed of judgement overtakes the wicked in the end. 
 
Size of the scroll is significant – corresponds with the porch of Solomon’s Temple and with the 

Holy Place of the Tabernacle. 1st Kings ch.6:3. God spoke to His people at the place of the hall 
with the porch in front – ‘hall of judgement’ - the place of pronouncement and decision. Remember 
Pilate in the Judgement Hall with Jesus. Thus the flying roll was the symbol of Divine Judgement – 
the result of Theocracy (God ruling) originating in the fact of Israel’s relationship to God. Amos 3:2. 
Judgements first begin at the house of God. Note – Candlestick in ch.4 and Holy Place of the 
Tabernacle here in ch.5. 
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Therefore it is the Divine presence and Divine standard of Judgement. House and people 
Consumed, verse 4. Terrible finality of Judgement. 

 
General application to all who make any profession of the Name of God. The full and final 

manifestation of this symbolic prophecy is at the time of the end, the final stage of both Jewish and 
Anti-Christian Apostasy; iniquity reaching its climax. Isaiah 59:13 & Zechariah  2:12. 

Thus the Land and its people will be cleansed because of the stamping out of sin – iniquity and 
wickedness and its guilt before God. 

 
7th Vision. ‘Vision of the Woman and the Ephah.’ 

Chapter 5:5-11. 
 
Full and final removal of sin, especially in its full and final form in the future. ‘Wickedness and 

Lawlessness in 2nd Thessalonians 2:3-4. Greek is ‘anomia’. Especially the final removal of sin and 
iniquity from the Holy Land and Messiah’s people. See ch.12:10 & ch.13:1-2 to be a cleansed and 
redeemed people. 

 
(a) Ephah, v.6 - A bath. Largest measure for dry goods used by Jewish people, signifying the full 

measure of Israel’s sins and those of the whole earth.  
Verse 8 - ‘Cast together into the ephah’. Why an Ephah? Largest measure for goods – influence 

of commerce, trade learned in Babylon at that time. The power of wealth can lead to corruption – 
wickedness, now holding the world in its clutches. The Ephah was the emblem of trade and 
commerce. The Jewish people moved from agriculture to merchandise. Idolatry as a sin, gave way 
to godless commercialism with its temptations. Amos 8:5. 

 
(b) Lead weight cover. vs.7-8. Hebrew “kikar,” a “circle” of fixed weight. English – “talent” by 

which precious metals such as gold and silver are weighed and measured. Whereas the Ephah 
measured capacity. The talent was the largest measure of quantity – a weight of lead used in 
commercial transaction for weighing out money. The “Talent” – the other chief emblem and 
instrument of trade; the Ephah being the first is of solemn significance. The ‘Talent’ or lead cover, 
covered the Ephah. 

 
Here is the worship of MAMMON, represented by a woman, because of the Power it displays as 

a subtle temptress, enticing a dangerous influence over men, world-wide. 
 
Commerce controls the cosmos. It dictates policies of governments of nations. Armaments and 

wars make men rich. The Ephah and the cover control society, especially today. The producing 
power of the manufacturer, the skill of the merchant and subtlety of the advertiser using a woman, 
the controlling power of those who trade in money, wealth, control commerce and the minds of 
society. The commercial systems control the world. Revelation 18 describes the closing scene in 
this present world’s history. Traders (merchants) being the great men of the earth, have the power 
to influence all the world’s population, with trends in every form of possessions – call it fashions – 
trends in clothes, dress, music, styles moulding and brainwashing the gullible of mankind, easily 
influenced by such subtle temptations, allured and encouraged by ‘the Woman of Mammon’. 

 
The commercial city of Revelation 18:3(b), 11-19, 21, 23(b), is the queen of the Nations, 

Revelation  18:7. Alas, they are not godly influences, but rather godless, in the last days. 
Those who control this final commercial ‘greatness’ are the very pillars of the large great system 

of evil, organised iniquity – ‘last days lawlessness. Apostasy in religion is linked with greed for 
wealth and Mammon. Sin always binds the sinner. Proverbs 5:22, temporal and eternal. God’s 
judgement is Revelation 22:11. Unrighteous Mammon allures men to destruction by the seductive 
attractiveness of luxury and ease, will in turn be destroyed, together with the ‘Wicked one’ of 2 
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Thessalonians 2:8 at the brightness and appearing of Christ, to be the King of Righteousness, 
when He comes to Israel. 

 
The ‘stork’ is an unclean bird. The ‘wind’ represents evil spirits. The ‘two women’ represent two 

evil systems, in the earth, verse 9 – (1) Apostate Christendom and Apostate Judaism, both given 
over to the worship of Mammon, or (2), godless civil Government, an instrument in the hand of the 
‘man of lawlessness’ and a corrupt anti-Christian, Anti-Jewish religious power. 

 
The ‘Land of Shinar’ – the place of Babylon, not the Babylonian empire, say, of 

Nebuchadnezzar, but where a world empire first became anti-God (Genesis 11:2 and on). So, a 
future godless Babylon, embodying all godless western civilisation will become the centre of final 
world commerce – unrighteous Mammon. Revelation 18:12-13. This system God will destroy and 
set up His Theocratic Kingdom of Righteousness, through His Son, in the Land of Israel and also 
cleanse the whole earth, becoming the Millennial Reign and Rule of Christ. 

 
 

8th Vision - ‘Vision of the Chariots’. 
Zechariah  Chapter 6:1-6. 

 
This is the eighth and last vision given to Zechariah. The chariots of God sent forward to 

overthrow the Gentile world-power, preparing the way for the Kingdom of the Messiah, which shall 
never be destroyed. (Remember Daniel’s prophecies). 

 
‘Two Mountains’ - Probably intended to be Mount of Olives and Mount Zion. Reasonable 

because God’s judgements go out from the valley of Jehoshaphat (name means ‘Jehovah shall 
judge’), which lies between these two mountains. See Joel 3:2. Israel is where these judgements 
go from, to the north and to the south. Israel is between north and south in world maps. See verse 
6. 

 
These mountains are known as the special dwelling places of God. The other alternative 

mountain is Mount Moriah (Temple site), which is also on the side of the valley of Jehoshaphat. 
It is from this place that God will judge the Gentile nations regarding their treatment of the Jewish 

people, their attitude to the Gospel and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8. 
 
There will be blessing upon the people of those nations who have been a blessing to Israel and 

the Jewish people. Only saved people in the Great Tribulation will help the Jewish people and 
stand by Israel, after the Church is snatched away to Heaven. See Matthew 25:31-46. 

 
Verse 1 - Bronze or copper. May signify the inaccessibility of God’s dwelling place. Who can 

approach God’s presence or see Him? The Psalmist says, ‘Thy righteousness is like mountains’. 
Psalm 36:6. The height of God’s wisdom and power to put them into operation. 

 
Chariots - God’s actions administered through Angelic messengers carrying out the will of God. 

See Matthew 24:31; Psalm 103:20-21; Psalm 104:4; Psalm 68:17. Notice the similarity to the 
first vision ch.1:7-17. Angelic riders, with the Angel of the Lord reporting back from going through 
the world, regarding the attitude of the Gentile nations to the people of Israel and to the Land of 
Israel itself. Now these chariots of Angelic servants of God are sent out, not now to report what 
they saw, but rather to carry out God’s judgements, because of what they saw and reported. Cf. 
Ch.1:11 with ch.6:7. This is the end vision; the result of the first vision. The Angels are now in 
God’s war chariots. God is sore displeased. Ch.1:15. 

 
Note the number of the chariots and colour of the horses. Verses 2-3. See Daniel ch.7:2-3. 

This is relevant to the four great Gentile world powers successively making up the ‘Times of the 
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Gentiles’, beginning with Babylon and ending with Rome and the revived Roman system of rule in 
these End Times we are in now and developing again before our eyes, whose final overthrow will 
be by Messiah the Stone, made without hands cut out of the mountain, i.e. Kingdom. Remember 
Daniel 2. All this precedes the full restoration of Israel’s remnant to God and subsequent blessing, 
plus the establishment of the Messianic Kingdom, the Millennium. 

 
Here also is the link between the four horns and the four carpenters of ch.1:18-21. Yet here, the 

meaning is clearer. The Lord deals with these four Gentile Empire powers throughout history by 
His Angelic messengers. They overthrow and judge them into destruction and oblivion. They 
literally pass away! Even though one is still to rear its godless head, yet to be destroyed by the 
breath of His mouth. Thus the judgements are successive in time. The red horses Angelic chariot 
is not mentioned in v.6 because the judgement upon Babylon had already been carried out on 
Babylon. The black Angelic chariot and the white one go forward against the Medo-Persian and 
then following that, the Greek Empire, hostile northern powers against Israel. The dappled, or 
speckled Angelic chariot goes forward to the south – Egypt, the other hostile power against Israel. 
King of the South in Daniel 11 is the king of Egypt. 

 
Verse 8 - Notice the word ‘wrath’ is used where ‘Spirit’ is also used. This is used elsewhere in 

Scripture, when man’s spirit gets angry. Judges 8:3; Ecclesiastes 10:4 & Ezekiel 3:14. God’s wrath 
is similarly expressed in John 3:18. ‘The wrath of God remains on him’. God’s wrath remains on 
the north because this is the area where man’s first anti-God attitudes formed. (Babylon-Nimrod- 
Tower of Babel in Genesis). Many times lands of the north have risen up against God. Russia is 
due north, also the land of Shinar (Babylon). This is Iraq now, but also includes Iran, formerly 
Persia. Think of Rome and the revived Roman Empire, north - west of Israel – Syria also must be 
included. There are far more countries north, rather than south, apart from Egypt. 

 
So, God’s judgements against anti-Christian and anti-Jewish, anti-Israel world powers shall fully 

and finally be poured out and overthrown to make room for the Messianic Kingdom of Christ, the 
fifth world Empire, ruled by righteousness and not tyranny. The Kingdom the Father has given to 
His Son, with power, dominion and Glory that all nations and languages should serve Him. His 
dominion shall be with an Everlasting dominion. His Kingdom shall never be destroyed. Messiah’s 
throne will be the promised throne of David. Luke 1:32. Something we forget at Christmas time. 

 
Jerusalem and Israel will one day be the centre of Messiah’s rule over the nations. Three world 

Empires of the Times of the Gentiles have been overthrown. The fourth will yet rear its ugly, 
godless head again as the terrible and strong beast, the Roman system, but not for long. The 
greatest, yet the most solemn event in world history is on the near horizon. 

 
Before that, our own Redemption will become complete. Then the ‘set time’ for the Lord to have 

compassion upon Zion, Israel, will be fulfilled to completion. ‘He will arise and have mercy upon 
Zion and the nations shall fear the Lord’. Psalm 102:13-16. 

 
 

The Symbolic Crowning of Joshua. 
Zechariah Chapter 6:11-15. 

 
Symbolism in the crowning – a prophecy enacted. The office of Priest and King found only in 

Jeshua Ha Mechiach merged into one, two great Mediatorial offices. 
 
Verse 12 - ‘He shall Branch up from under Him’ – (Hebrew) – from His own root or stock. ‘He 

shall grow up out of His place’. He is the Seed of Abraham, tribe of Judah, family of David, out of 
Immanuel’s land, Bethlehem Ephratah Bethlehem. 
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‘Build the Temple of the Lord’ – literally, the Temple in Jerusalem in the Millennium, after the 
Remnant of Israel’s national conversion and return to the Lord in salvation experience, following 
the return of the Lord to the Mount of Olives. The Temple will be built under the supervision of the 
Messiah, during His Millennial reign. Isaiah 2:1-4; 56:6-7; Micah 4:1-7. 

 
Yet in a greater way the Temple represented communion between God and His People, which in 

the past had never been perfectly realised. Man’s chief aim should be to worship God, love and 
serve Him for ever. Christ is the true meeting place between man and God – Redemption ground. 

 
‘Behold the Man’. ‘Behold My Servant’. ‘Behold thy King’. ‘Behold your God’. ‘Behold the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David…’ (Revelation 5:5). Jeremiah 33:14-16. 
 
Verse 13 - ‘He shall bear Glory, regal majesty, sitting, ruling upon His throne’. The Glory of the 

only begotten Son of God, Son of the Father. John’s Gospel ch.1. The Father has exalted Him 
back to the throne, above everything. Ephesians 1:19-23; 1st Thessalonians 1:10; 1st Corinthians 
15:24-25. All is beneath His feet, or soon will be – manifestly so. Isaiah 22:22-23. 

 
He is also Priest upon His throne. Two offices in one. (Like Eliakim, son of Hilkiah, High Priest; 

similar to Joshua in Zechariah ) Enacted prophecy. Yet it is true that His throne is David’s throne in 
Jerusalem, to which He will return to reign and rule. Matthew 25:31. 

 
Here is the true Melchizedek, King of Righteousness, King of Salem (Jerusalem), King of Peace, 

the Great High Priest. The Zechariah 14:9 will be fulfilled, also Jeremiah 32:38-41. 
 
Luke 1:32-33 will be fulfilled – the earthly throne. The Heavenly throne is His Father’s throne, 

which the Son shares at the present time of the Church Dispensation (Revelation 3:21), 
TEMPORARILY (Hebrews 10:12-13). See Hebrews 9:28. David’s throne is earthly. 

 
 

Zechariah Chapters 7 & 8. 
 
Two years have passed by since those eight remarkable visions in one night, given to Zechariah, 

See ch.1:7. Ezra 6:15 says the Temple was completed in the 6th year of Darius. So the time of 
Zechariah 7 was two years before the completion of the Temple. Life was improving and rebuilding 
going ahead – the city and the Temple. The question came whether times of sorrow and fasting 
should continue or not, now that prosperity was returning. Sorrow and fasting had been instituted 
because of the destruction of the Temple and the Land some 70 years before in captivity. What 
now? See verse 2 and 3. 

 
The fast of the 5th month, Ab: July/August time, still observed by Jewish people on the 9th day, in 

memory of the destruction of the Temple by Nebuchadnezzar. Jewish authorities also add other 
occasions and events that happened on this day: 

 
1) The day when God decreed that His people would not enter the Promised Land because of 

unbelief. 
2) The second Temple was destroyed by the Romans on the same day as the first Temple by the 

Babylonians. Also three others, by tradition, sorrowful events which were considered calamities in 
Jewish history. These men must have brought gifts to the Lord, verse 2, (literal translation - ‘soften 
the face, appease or propitiate, entreating favour with gifts’). 

 
The Lord’s answer is in verses 5–10. The future glory and blessing of Israel is considered in ch.8 

as words of comfort, but here in verses 5-10 is another call to repentance and for the people to 
listen to God speak through His prophets as before the destruction of the Temple. 
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Outward acts of piety – prayer and fastings visible to man – are worthless in the sight of God if 
the inner attitude and spirit is found wanting and there is practical neglect of the Word of God and 
the needs of mankind around us. True, the people had fasted, but was it accompanied with true 
heart repentance towards God, regarding the reason why God sent them into exile in the first 
instance? Jewish people now consider fasting a meritorious act. 

 
Consider Jesus’ comments about fasting to the Pharisees in Matthew 6:16-18 and traditions in 

Mark 7. There may have been mourning and lamentation .but for what purpose and towards what 
end? Would it be a return to a right attitude and obedience to God? No. See verse 11. So fasting 
here had no value. It had centred on themselves, vs 5-6. There was no true sorrow and repentance 
for sin, only sorrow for their calamities, NOT the reason for their calamities. The New Testament 
injunction is, “whether you east or drink, do all to the Glory of God”. 

 
Zeal in religious observance and tradition has no merit in itself It turns us in on ourselves instead 

of off ourselves and to the Lord. See Isaiah ch. 58:1-14, especially 1(b), 3,4(a), 6,7. The God hears 
and blesses people. 

 
See verses 8–12. Also see 1st Samuel ch.15:22, “Has the Lord in much delight in burnt offerings 

and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord. Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice.” See 
Deut. 10:12-13. Amos 5:21-24. Spirit of compromise in vs 25-27. 

Now see Zechariah 7: 9-10. Practical aspect of the will of God for our lives. But, what reaction? 
 
Verses 11-12 - THE PEOPLE’S REACTION. The people were stubbornly turning away from the 

will and Word of the Lord. 
 
Verse 11 - See ch.1:4. Jeremiah ch.36, especially vs. 3;6-32. They shook off the yoke of 

responsibility to God, as His people. They shut their ears. Isaiah ch.6:10.4 
 
Verse 12 - Hearts like flint and as stone or diamond. Jeremiah 17:1. Diamond cuts and marks 

others, but itself remains unmarked and unaffected. It is so hard. Yet, in Ezekiel ch.36 we see the 
wonderful and gracious mercy of God. He intends to remove that heart of stone and replace it with 
a sensitive heart. No wonder Paul is overwhelmed by the mercy of God with regard to Israel. 
Romans 11:33. 

 
Secondly, GOD’S REACTION. Verses 12(b), & 13. The Jewish Bible closes with 2nd Chronicles 

ch.36:14-16. The end of the history of the Jewish people up to the exile. What a solemn warning 
with regard to the people who ‘turn the shoulder’ stubbornly against God and turn the deaf ear to 
His clear voice. ‘Harden not your heart, refusing to obey, as Israel did, provoking God to wrath. 
Hebrews 3:7-10; 15-16. 

 
Verse 14 - I will scatter them – Heb. ve’esa areim - ‘as with a whirlwind’, or ‘I will toss them’ 

among the nations whom they have not known’. This was not only the destruction of the Temple, 
the Exile, but also the last 2500 years, the land ‘is desolated’. The Hebrew is in the Prophetic 
perfect tense, meaning at present it is so. 

God continues His Word as comforting words into ch.8. Words of comfort and hope. The fasting 
of Israel will one day turn into true feasting in the Lord. 

 
Chapter 8 - We cannot leave the picture so gloomy for Israel. Ch.9:12 still applies. READ this. 

“THE Hope”. This is still the Word of the Lord of Hosts to the enquirers from the town of Bethel, 
ch.7:2. Certainly they were to correct their behaviour of ch.7:10-11 by responding to the appeal of 
the Lord again in ch.8:14-17. 
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In ch.8:1-2 we see the Lord’s great love and private jealousy, guarding Jerusalem for Himself, 
(ch.1:14). Heb: ‘Hemah gedolah’ – ‘great heat of anger, stirred up to fury’, against the nations who 
helped forward God’s affliction of His people, as if to say ‘how dare you interfere with what I am 
doing and planning for my people’. God’s disciplinary affliction was intended to be corrective, not 
punitive as was the nations’ treatment of the Jewish people. The Lord is hot with fury towards 
those nations who took advantage of the situation and interfered with God’s dealings with His own 
people – ANTISEMITISM. 

Note the number of times, (14 in all in ch.8), where we read “Thus says the Lord of Hosts – 
verses 1,2,3,4,6 (twice), 7,9,11,14,18,19,20,23. 

 
 

Zechariah Chapter 9:1 – 17. 
 
Chapters 9 to 14 are the final section of Zechariah. Chapters 9 to 11 are the first half. 
Chapters 12 to 14 are the second half. They are called ‘two oracles, or burdens from the Lord 

placed upon the prophet. This last half of the book of Zechariah, chs. 9–14, could be given the 
title–‘the overthrow of world power and the establishment of Messiah’s Kingdom’. 

 
This first half, chs. 9-11, shows the judgement by which Gentile world power over Israel is finally 

destroyed and Israel is endowed with strength to overcome all her enemies. 
 
The second half, chs. 12-14, show the judgement through which Israel is sifted and purged in the 

final great conflict with the nations – the campaign of Armageddon – and transformed into the holy 
nation of Jehovah – the God of Israel. 

 
Historically, Alexander the Great was moving to conquer the Persian Empire and was moving 

down to destroy Hadrach, Damascus and Syria, which is understood to be the wrath of God 
against Syria. The Jewish people were fearful. Yet, this is prophetic, Zechariah lived long before 
Alexander and the rising power of Greece. Yet even so, this foreshadows a time to come when in a 
future event, God begins to pour out His fury and judgement upon the earth in the final upheaval 
and overthrow of Gentile power through world conflict. 

 
The eyes of men will, with the tribes of Israel particularly, be directed towards Him who ‘marches 

forth conquering and to conquer’. Revelation 1:7 in contrast to the Antichrist in ch.6:2. 
Hamath related to Syria. 
 
Verses 2(b) - 4 - Tyre – rocky fortress stronghold. Isaiah 23:4 – Sidon, stronghold of the sea. 

Sidon is an annexe of Tyre. Same fate. Strong fortifications. The Assyrians besieged it for 5 years 
and also Nebuchadnezzar, but for 13 years he was unable to conquer it. 

  
Natural and worldly strength is no use when the Lord rises in judgement, neither nations nor 

individuals, verse 4. Walls 150 ft. high. These prophecies related to Tyre and Sidon which were 
destroyed by Alexander the Great by a siege of only 7 months. New Tyre had been built on an 
island – a rocky stronghold fortress, 700 yards from the mainland. Old Tyre was destroyed and the 
stones were used to build a causeway through to the island, see v.4. This was fulfilled to the letter! 
Nebuchadnezzar may have destroyed old Tyre but could not win over the new Tyre. Eventually the 
rubble of the city was covered over by sand and today still stands as a monument of God’s wrath. 
The ‘prince of Tyre’ is a foreshadowing of Antichrist in Ezekiel 28. 

 
‘King of Tyre’, ch.28:12, is a type of Satan, see vs.5-7. Phoenicia was overthrown, Philistia is 

next. Verse 7(b) NB. Philistine territory will become a place belonging to the Lord, the people will 
come to worship the Lord. Actually, this has not yet had its fulfilment. Zephaniah ch.2 gives clear 
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light on this truth. It is still future. “The kingdoms of this earth will become the Kingdom of God and 
His Christ”. 

 
Verse 8 - God of Israel’s protection over His own people. “ No oppressor will pass over them any 

more”. Promise with future fulfilment. It has not yet ever happened. 
 
Verse 8(d) - Similar to Exodus 3:7. God saw the oppression of His people in Egypt. 
Alexander did not destroy Jerusalem – story of Alexander and High Priest. (Baron p300 –302). 
 
Verse 9 - Israel’s Prince of Peace. O.T. prophecy indicates no gaps or spaces of time within 

prophetic statements, stages of fulfilment not indicated. Isaiah 61. Intervals of time between the 
sufferings of Messiah and His Glory in becoming King – 2000 years, who knows?  

 
Prophecy can have near point and distant point of fulfilment. The prophet had his eyes fixed on 

the distant and ultimate future, the great and final national and spiritual deliverance of Israel at the 
time of the end. But the distant future was always connected with the immediate future. 

 
In every redemption which God wrought for His people, they saw in that the last and final great 

redemption brought to Israel and the earth by the advent of Messiah King. He came in lowly 
humility the first time - a suffering Saviour. See Zechariah 2:10 and Isaiah 12:6. Two advents of 
Messiah often seen as one – suffering first, but then sovereignty – Divine Majesty. Immanuel – the 
God-Man. Your King, O Israel, long promised, long expected, coming to you - Zion, Israel. God, the 
Word made flesh. Remember also He was crucified as King of the Jews. Yet He will be given the 
Throne of His father David, by God the Father. “He will reign on Mt. Zion and before His ancients, 
gloriously”. 

 
Verse 10 - The results of the advent of this Redeemer-King. See Hosea 1:7; Psalm 115:9. 

Zechariah 2:5. The Lord will save them, not their military prowess. The Lord is their all-sufficient 
outward protection and inward illumination – Zechariah 2:5. He speaks to the nations the Word of 
Peace. Earthly dominion – Psalm 72:8-9, 11. Euphrates is the remotest eastern boundary of the 
promised land.  Genesis 15:18; Exodus 23:31. Israel is to be the centre of Messiah’s rule, but the 
Kingdom will extend to the ends of the earth. A PAUSE OF NEARLY 2000 YEARS between verses 
9 & 10. 

 
Verse 11 - ‘Blood of MY Covenant with you’. Note the emphasis. It is a sign or pledge of the 

faithfulness of God to bring His rebellious people back into blessing. It is an unconditional 
Covenant. Genesis 15:12,17-18. “I have set free”, in the perfect tense, prophetic determination 
and used for the future. It is in the mind of the Lord to do this. His promises, however distant, will 
be the set time for their fulfilment, are already as good as accomplished. (Remember the 
consequences of Joseph in the pit. Genesis). Israel, like Joseph, will one day be set free. They are 
still prisoners of THE Hope. (HA TIKVAH). Describes the Jewish people in their scattering, yet this 
phrase marks Israel out as different from other nations, by reason of the blood of the Covenant. 
Jeremiah 29:11; Zechariah 9:12 is the only place in Scripture where the word ‘hope’ has the 
definite article ‘the’ placed before it. He, the Messiah, is THE SPECIAL HOPE of Israel. Their 
national and spiritual redemption is found only in Him. The Blessed Hope of Titus 2:13 also applies 
to the True Church, as well as Israel. Romans 8:18-25; Acts 26:6-7. 

 
Verse 12 - ‘Double’. First-born son inherited double portion of his father’s property. (Deut.21:15-

17). Israel is God’s son. Exodus 4:22; Hosea 11:1. In the land Israel enjoys double favour, under 
the protection of the Covenant. When Israel sinned – double punishment. Isaiah 40:2. (Explain the 
meaning of ‘the double’ here), Hebrew: twofold. Jeremiah 16:18.ch.17:18. Hebrew repetition: ‘once 
and again’ (Mishneh). ISAIAH 61:7. They will be brought back into favour with God, through 
repentance, as the first-born among nations – double portion of blessing. 
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Before this happens, Gentile power must be broken and the enemies of God’s Kingdom be finally 

overthrown. Verses 11-13. Prophetic reference to Maccabees revolt against the Greek rulers of 
Syria, the Seleucids. Hebrews ch.11:34. Yet this foreshadows the final conflict with world-powers. 
God’s judgement will be inflicted, not by Israel this time, but finally by God Himself against the 
nations for their continuing arrogance and defiant godlessness. Recent history of present day 
Israel proves how relevant verses 13-15(a) are. See ch.12:8 & ch.14:3. Also Psalm 108:13. 

 
Verse 16 - Final exaltation of Israel by God ‘in that day’. He will glorify them! The Shepherd of 

Israel is once again with and among His flock, Israel. Enemies are trodden down, but Israel will be 
like jewels set in a consecrated crown, lifted up on high. See Isaiah 62:2-3. Holy crown, over the 
turban of the high priest. 

 
‘His Land’. See Leviticus 25:23; Isaiah 8:8. The Theocratic Kingdom. The Messiah is true heir to 

the Land, His Land. He is the true Son of Abraham, Son of David, Son of God. See ch.2:12. 
 
Verse 17 - Beauty (Psalm 45:11) may well refer to Israel as a people once again, but also 

Messiah Himself –‘Your eyes shall see the King in all His beauty’. See Isaiah 33:17; Psalm 27:4. In 
the face of their Messiah they will behold the beauty and goodness of the Invisible God. He who 
has seen Him has seen the Father. His beauty will be reflected in Israel’s beauty, restored and 
converted in its truest meaning, spiritually restored to the ‘Holy One of Israel’. Prosperity in every 
sense will be restored to the Land and the People of Israel. Verse 16(b). 

 
Israel’s Messiah Shepherd King is for His People. 

Zechariah  Chapter 10. 
 
This chapter is a picture of the blessed and prosperous condition of restored and converted Israel 

under the care and leadership of their Messiah - Shepherd King Jeshua, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Jews. Material prosperity in temporal abundance, see ch.9:17 & 10:1. 

 
Ezekiel ch.36:6(a), 8-11, 29-30, 34-36. ‘That the nations and Israel will know that the God of 

Israel is the LORD.’ This has been developing for some years now and will increase when the Lord 
reigns in the Millennium. Pray in faith for the fulfilment of the Word of the Lord. 

 
Literal rain makes the land flourish again, many millions of trees planted, so now the rain comes. 

The land is no longer largely desert. Vegetation and fruitfulness is the result in literal Israel. (Go 
and see for yourself). See ch. 10:1. The spring rain fattens the fruit and grain – barley for the early 
harvest. Enjoy Jaffa oranges and grapefruit. 

Obedience brings increase of the land’s production. The prayers of Believers in Israel, and ours, 
are being answered today. Deuteronomy 11:13-15; Ch.28:1-12; Leviticus 26:3-4. 

There are four words in the Hebrew Bible for rain. Three of them occur in this first verse. 
  
Yoreh or Moreh - The first, former, or very early rain. 
Matar  - Ordinary word for rain during the rainy season. 
Geshem - This is heavy or torrential rain. 
Mal’qosh - The latter rain. 
 
The early rain falls in the Autumn, continuing until November. This prepares the soil for ploughing 

and sowing. . November until February is the inclusive rainy season with storms and heavy 
showers. March and April are the months for the latter rains. The harvests occur from April into 
summer. 

The temporal and spiritual blessings are blended – all life is one in Hebrew thought. When the 
Lord restores Zion, it is like Proverbs 16:15; Isaiah 44:3. 
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Ch.10:1 - ‘Showers of rain’. ‘M’tar geshem’ – ‘rain of plenty’ – pouring rain, gushing rain, storm 

clouds, thunderbolts (alternative meaning), lightnings are harbingers of rain, Jeremiah 10:13 & 
Psalm 135:7. 

 
Verse 2 - ‘Teraphim’ – idols of the heathen. Diviners are consulting mediums. Israel’s past history 

is a sad one. They paralleled Baal with the LORD as equals, in their view. Iniquity. 
 
Today we are warned of seducing spirits and doctrines of demons. Jewish people today get 

mixed up with occult practices as much as Gentiles. They still wander like sheep away from their 
Shepherd. In their affliction they do not see who their Great Shepherd is. Theirs is still captivity, 
even until now. Their outward condition verified their spiritual condition and it still does. They are 
sheep without a Shepherd, who is full of compassion upon the multitude still. 

 
Verse 3 - Anger against false shepherds. The Shepherd will deliver them from those within their 

own nation who misled and now mislead them. 
 
‘He-goats’ - ‘Atudim’. The rich and strong ones who oppress the humble poor. (Amos). The King 

will make Judah “the horse of His Majesty” – fit for the LORD to ride forth upon, into battle against 
His enemies! What a picture this is. ‘Israel you are My battle-axe,…. 

Jeremiah 51:20 etc., executing judgements upon nations. 
 
Verse 4 - One of the richest Messianic prophecies of the O.T., showing the character and 

mission of Israel’s promised Redeemer. Cornerstone. Tent-peg or nail. Battle bow. Ruler or 
Exactor. ‘From Him’ – suggests ‘out of Himself’. Deuteronomy 18:18; Jeremiah 30:21. Judah 
will, as Ephraim, i.e. all Israel, be transformed into a war-horse instead of frightened, scattered 
sheep. 

 
Micah 5:2 - ‘Ruler in Israel’. He will be the difference between defeat and victory. 
 
(1) - Cornerstone. Rosh Pinnah – head of the corner. ‘I lay in Zion a foundation stone. Isaiah 

28:16. This is a promise to Israel in the first place. The cornerstone unites two stones at the corner. 
See Ephesians 2:14-15,19-22; Psalm 118:21-26; Daniel 2:44-45; Zechariah 4:7; Luke 20:17-
18; Acts 4:11-12. 

(2) - Nail. Yathed. (Heb.) Passalos (Sept. Gk.). Tent pin or stake, driven into the ground to which 
the tent is fixed. Secondly, the strong peg inside an oriental tent, or which is built into the wall of 
the Eastern building, on which is hung most of its valuable furniture. Ezekiel 15:3. 

Now see Isaiah 22:22-24 & Revelation 3:7. Secure to hang burdens upon or heavy weight of 
office. 

Also upon Him hangs all the Glory of the house – vessels, raiment, wealth, armour, shields and 
swords. He will be ruler and Lord of His Theocratic Kingdom. Even now, we hang upon Him. 

The Church depends upon Him now. We also hang up those gifts He has given to us, back upon 
Him. We shall cast our crowns upon Him. Our motives are weighed upon the tent peg. We can also 
cast all our care upon Him. 

 
(3) - Battle-bow. The Skilful Archer. Supreme Warrior. See Isaiah 63:2-4; 2nd Thessalonians  1:7-

10. 
Revelation 19:11-16. He is the ‘Qesheth Milchamah’: the Battle-bow. 
 
(4) - Ruler or Exactor. ‘Noges’. He that will exercise all rule as He is in Heaven now, so on the 

earth to come. Far above all. Ephesians 1:21-22. The ‘noges’ – the Absolute Ruler, or Exactor, 
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the most absolute and autocratic King the world has ever seen. Every knee shall bow, above, on 
and below the earth. In Messiah’s reign on the earth, God’s Sovereignty will be fully manifested 
and exercised by the Son, glorious in Holiness, infinite in Wisdom and Power, Love and 
compassion. Terror to the ungodly, but righteousness, peace and joy to His own people. The long 
expected Messiah, long awaited, will be here on the earth, ruling from Jerusalem, King of the Jews 
in person. The afflicted, polluted earth will be so no longer, but the trees will clap their hands and 
sing for joy. The Exactor will subdue Israel’s enemies, exact submission and judge them with a rod 
of iron. He will make downtrodden Israel to rule over those who have long oppressed them. He is 
Just and Righteous. Psalm 2:4–12. 

 
Verse 5 - Transformed Israel. Mighty change, the head nation now – no longer the tail nation. 

Deuteronomy 28:13. They will be the ‘horse of His Majesty’. Stones of a consecrated crown lifted 
on high as at coronation day. The Lord is with them, the source of secret Strength. See Psalm 
20:6-9. 

 
Verse 6 - Cf. Jeremiah 32:37 - ‘Bring back….make them dwell safely’. NB. ‘Strengthen’, ‘save’, 

‘restore’ and ‘establish’. See Ezekiel 36:11. The time of Hosea 1:8-9 is ended. Zechariah 13: 9 will 
be fulfilled. Zechariah prophesies by the Holy Spirit, of this age – the return of the Jewish people 
back to Israel. In his day, only 50,000, had already returned to the land. Most likely, no more 
returned, but remained settled in other lands. A united Israel is intended in vs. 6&7. ‘Glad hearts’ – 
exhilaration created by the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 5:18. 

 
Verse 8 - ‘Sharaq’. (Heb.). Hiss, whistle or pipe- calling together nations and peoples to 

accomplish His purposes. The bee-owner, by his shrill call, summons and unites his swarm. 
‘The time to favour Zion has come’. (Psalm 102:13). There is a signal which the Lord is using to 

gather His elect Israel from the four corners of the earth Matthew 24:31. The Shepherd pipes for 
His scattered flock. (The Bedouin boy uses a reed pipe for his scattered, wandering flock, to gather 
and return them to form the flock once again and become close to the shepherd.) Deuteronomy 
30:4-5. 

 
Verse 9 - Indicates a return of Israel to their land after many generations. Ezekiel Ch. 6:9. See 

Ezekiel 37:21-23. Dry bones resurrected, (vs. 11-14). There is to be new national and spiritual life. 
‘Live and come back’. Israel shall return and turn again to the land and to the Lord. 

 
Verse 10 - Assyria (north) and Egypt (south) are typical of two conflicting empires. Israel was 

sandwiched between them for centuries as easy meat and a prey. See Deuteronomy 30:7. These 
two empires represent a far wider hostility, but these lands will be forced by the Lord to give them 
up! Isaiah 11:11-12 & 43:5-6. 

 
Gilead and Lebanon are part of the promised land to Abraham and his seed. See also Isaiah 

49:20-21 and ch.54:1-7. Sarah was barren but then became fruitful, so will Jerusalem and Israel. 
The land which God covenanted is about 50 times larger than what the Jewish people then 

possessed. It will be a land one third more large than the whole of France. (David Baron: 
Zechariah). It may possibly be even larger, yet it will not be large enough to hold the whole of 
blessed Israel in the Millennium, so rapid will be the increase of the saved remnant. 

 
Verse 11 - Great deliverance. Micah 7:15. Gentile empires will give way to Messiah’s Millennial 

Empire from Mt. Zion to the ends of the earth. Then comes the fulfilment of 1st Corinthians Ch. 
15:24. 

 
Verse 12 - He will put His Spirit within Israel’s remnant and cause them to walk in His Name 

They will be strong in His Name and do exploits . ‘To walk up and down in His Name’, means to 
rule your own with the Lord, dispensing the blessings of the Word of God among the nations also, 
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as His messengers and representatives. They will be priests of Jehovah, ministers of our God. 
Isaiah 66:19. 

 
Receive all this as literal truth. Israel was scattered literally. She will also be re-gathered literally 

and blessed literally as we have studied together. Israel will become a nationally restored and 
redeemed Israel, the very centre of the Kingdom of God on the earth – of His Christ and the 
channel of blessing to all the nations. (David Baron: Zechariah). 

 
 

“Rejection of the True and Good Shepherd . Rule of the False Shepherd”. 
Zechariah Chapter 11. 

 
A dark episode. On reading the Prophetic Scriptures generally, if we search them and think over 

them overall, we so often find a pattern, like waves. First, we find God’s judgement against Israel 
and the Nations, then we find restoration and blessing promised. Just like the book of Judges, we 
found Apostasy, Sin, Judgement, people crying out to the Lord, a Prophet raised up to speak the 
voice of the Lord on the situation, the people repent, God hears and forgives, restores and brings 
blessing. This was often repeated.  

Think of the number of judges or national leaders God raised up in the book of Judges, to lead 
the people. The supreme was Samuel. This chapter in Zechariah Ch.11 reflects the same. In 
Zechariah so far we have had many promises of restoration and blessing for future times following 
the call to repentance we read of in Zechariah 1:1-6, followed by the meaning of the visions of the 
Flying Roll and the Ephah in ch.5:1-11, meaning God’s curse against sin. This was followed by 
question, searching the heart on the motive for fasting in ch.7. This was followed by the promise of 
future blessing, national and spiritual restoration to the Land and to the Lord in chs. 8,9 & 10. Here 
in ch.11 we now have God’s anger and judgement against sin, false shepherds and Israel’s 
rejection of the True Shepherd of Israel, their Messiah and Redeemer, Jeshua, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

The following chapters tell us how Israel will eventually cry out to God in desperation and He will 
send the One who had been rejected for so long and He will be received following deep 
repentance on the part of His people in Israel and He will come to reign over them as their Messiah 
Redeemer King and True Shepherd of Israel. He will come and rescue them and save them from 
their enemies at Armageddon. Zechariah 14:3-4. This is a panoramic and sweeping overview of 
Zechariah’s message. 

 
Now to ch.11. Whether we take verses 1-5 literally as God’s judgement upon Lebanon, literally – 

the terrible suffering of Lebanon over these recent years may illustrate the current fulfilment of this 
prophecy – or whether we take this to mean God’s judgement against the Land of the Jewish 
people, its people and rebuilt Temple. God’s judgement against Lebanon in v.1 may mean His 
judgement against the Temple in Jerusalem which had Lebanon cedar included in much of its 
construction. See 1st Kings 7:2; 10:17 & 21.  

So often the prophets speak of the immediate future and then move abruptly to the distant future. 
The immediate is a message of judgement; the distant is a message of blessing. The prophet 
moves quickly from one to the other.  

A panoramic understanding of the ‘hills and valleys’ of Prophetic Scripture is important to gain a 
grasp of God’s overview of His purposes. A ‘valley’ in the panorama may mean 100’s or even 2 to 
3 thousand years between the ‘peaks and hills’ of prophetic fulfilment. 

 
In Isaiah 14:8 and Jeremiah 22:6-7 the cedars of Lebanon speak of the emblem of the glory of 

the Jewish state. Was this a prophetic word concerning the eventual destruction of the Temple and 
the Jewish state at the hands of the Romans? This was approximately 6 centuries later. They were 
as sheep led to the slaughter then, vs. 4, 6 & 7. The prophet speaks for the True Shepherd and 
tries to save some, but the sheep will not listen (4, 7(a)), doom is inevitable, v.6, ruin and 
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destruction follows. Israel momentarily and temporally had rejected their Good and True Shepherd, 
vs. 12-14. These verses clearly cover different stages and times in history. However, do not let this 
confuse you. See Matthew 27:3-10 and Exodus 21:28-32. Thirty pieces of silver – value and worth 
of a slave. It was the compensation for a slave who had been killed. 

 
The Jewish people had rejected their Shepherd Messiah, Son of David. See Ezekiel 34:22-23, 

(see also vs.11-15; 25-31). Thirty pieces of silver is the INSULT VALUE here. 
 
The Jewish people were led astray by their own leaders, verse 5; civil and religious rulers. False 

shepherds, in addition to Gentile nations, ‘young lions’, (v.3), who slay them. The result is a pitiless 
slaughter. Then God gave them up for a period of history, 2nd Chronicles ch.36:16-21. (This is the 
last book in the Jewish Tenach – O.T.). In fact, here is the prophecy relating to AD 70. 

 
The Lord withdraws His care and overall protection for a time. Surely the   destruction at the hand 

of the Romans in AD 70 was because of the rejection of their King and Messiah Redeemer for a 
time spanning nearly 2000 years as a nation. 

 
The ‘king’ in v.6 refers to the oppressive rule of a foreign oppressor Gentile ruler. The Gospel 

narratives tell us of the temporary rejection of their Kinsman Redeemer King, by their civil and 
religious rulers. The chief priests said ‘we have no king but Caesar’. How true, and Caesar 
destroyed the land, the people and the city of Jerusalem. 

 
Israel’s rejection of their Good Shepherd is only temporary. What is 2000 years in the planning of 

God, just two days in His sight. The last three chapters in Zechariah show how faithful and true 
God is towards Israel concerning His promises to them. 

 
There we find the last events of this Age, perhaps nearer than many of us think. See ch.12:10 & 

ch.13:1-2. “The unclean spirit will pass out of the land”. Isaiah 59:20 cf. Rom. 11:26-27. 
 
“The rebels will also be purged and removed”. Ezekiel 20:38. 
 
The Lord always had a faithful godly Remnant, see vs. 7 and 11, both in Zechariah’s time and at 

the time of Jesus. The common people heard Him gladly, many believed on Him. John 1:12; 1st 
Corinthians 1:26-29. 

 
Verse 7 - ‘Two staffs’. (1) ‘Staff’ and (2) ‘Rod’.  
(1) Psalm 23:4. Staff rules, guides and directs the flock for food and water.  
(2) Rod – for warding off enemies and wild animals. See vs. 7 and 14. 
‘Union and cords bind together’. The Lord broke the bond union between Israel and Judah, v.14. 
 
Verse 8 - Three classes of shepherd – Rulers; Priests; Prophets. See Jeremiah 2:8,19 & 26. 
In the New Testamant, Priests, Scribes and Elders are the equivalent. ‘One month’ – a period of 

time designated – quite long. They were ‘blind guides’. See Hosea 3:4. There is One to come. He 
will be the Prophet, Priest and King all in one. His loving-kindness will cut off the false, because He 
is the Good Shepherd. Verse 7 leads to verse 8. There will be the protection and deliverance of the 
godly Remnant. (Mention Pella: AD 70). Psalm 81:12-16; cf. Luke 19:41-44; (Jeremiah 48:17-19). 

 
Verse 10 - Protection for the Remnant of His people. Ezekiel 34:28 says, ‘They shall no more be 

a prey to the heathen (Gentile nations), neither shall the beast of the land devour them, but they 
shall dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid.’ READ Hosea ch.2:18-20. 

 
Verse 11 - The godly Remnant are the ‘watchers’ and ‘waiters’ of the Lord. They realise it is the 

‘Word of the Lord’. Heb: ‘Hashshomerim othi’ – meaning ‘they waited and watched with me’. 
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Their eyes were constantly fixed on the Lord, ready to act on His direction and will. See 2nd 
Chronicles 20:12; Psalm 123:1-2. 

 
Verses 12 & 13. Compare this with the Parable of the Vineyard in Matthew 21:33-41. The Son 

was killed.  
Verse 13 - ‘Throw it’ – fling it with contempt like an unclean thing Heb: ‘Hishlikh’ – verb used for 

casting torn flesh to the dogs. ‘Throw to the potter’- a contemptuous treatment. The potter is the 
lowest in society, a labourer, having comparative trifling value, yet found to be working in the Lord’s 
house, thus having a value to the Lord. This was the place where the Lord met His people.  

 
The rejection of the Lord was announced in the Temple. Consequently the Lord broke the 

protective covenant with peoples, i.e. Gentiles, but was FOR His people. See Matthew 27:3-10. 
Thirty pieces of silver was the price paid to Judas and for Jesus. It was ‘insult money’ with which 
the leaders of the Jewish nation (3 ‘shepherds’) repaid Jesus for bringing Salvation for Israel as her 
Shepherd. (See Jeremiah Ch.18 (especially verse 6) and ch.19:6 for the narrative of the ‘Potter’s 
house’. 

 
What an insult towards Jesus. He was regarded as the value and price of a dead slave, to the 

false shepherds! Thus the protection was broken for THEM! Yet the Lord will bind together the 
broken, the scattered and peeled Remnant of the nation, Israel. See Verse 17 cf. Daniel 7:7,19,23. 
Rome was destroyed, soon the Antichrist: the ‘little horn’ will also be destroyed. There will be the 
eventual, final judgement on him. Note the judgement on the arm and the right eye. The ‘arm’ 
signified his might and power. His ‘right eye’ signified his intelligence. See Daniel 7:11,26; Ch.8:25; 
ch.9:27(c); Ch. 11:36 and 45(c). Finally see Revelation 19:20. 

 
 


