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THE FEASTS OF THE LORD - Leviticus 23
BIBLE PROPHETIC TRUTH CONCERNING THE FIRST

AND SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.

What are the Feasts of the Lord, or the Feasts of Israel commanded of them by the God of
Israel?

1) Passover combined with (2) Unleavened Bread. (Hebrew: Pesach).

3) First Fruits.

4) Pentecost. (Heb: Shavuot).

5) Trumpets. (Heb: Rosh HaShanah).

6) Day of Atonement. (Heb: Yom Kippur).

7) Tabernacles. (Heb: Succot).

These Feasts are divided into two groups. One group occurs in the Spring of the year and the
other occurs in the Autumn of the year. Spiritually speaking, in type, the gap in between speaks of
the Church Age, of which the writers and prophets of the Old Testament had no knowledge. It was
a ‘mystery’ to them. The term ‘mystery’ means something hidden in the heart of God’s planning
and not revealed until He chose to do so. In this case it was with the coming into this world of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The Church Age is a mystery, not revealed in the Old Testament (Romans
16:25-26; Ephesians 3:3-9; Colossians 1:25-27).

The seven Feasts of the Lord are spread over a period of seven months – significant number 7
meaning completeness.

FEASTS OF PASSOVER AND UNLEAVENED BREAD
(Leviticus 23:4-8; Exodus 12:3-8, 15-20; 1st Corinthians 5:6-8)

The Passover sets forth the doctrine of salvation. Unleavened Bread sets forth the
doctrine of sanctification or holiness. These are inseparably joined truths (1st Corinthians 1:2;
6:11; 2nd Thessalonians 2:13; 1st Peter 1:2).

In Exodus the Hebrews sacrificed the lamb and then they were to eat all of it that was edible.
The remains were to be burned with fire. Nothing was to remain (Exodus 12:8,10-11).

Believers are redeemed by the blood of THE LAMB. Feed on Him in your hearts, by faith –
identify with Him. Jesus, the Lamb of God, in the Gospels says ‘take, eat, this is my body. Also the
cup, after supper, saying, ‘drink ye all of it, for this is my blood of the New Testament (covenant),
which is shed for many for the remission of sins’. The believer is to make Him their all of his/her
life.

No stranger was allowed to feast on the lamb, unless they were in the house, under the blood
on the door, and identified with the salvation offered through the blood of the lamb slain. Of course,
this was all a type of the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). The Lamb
slain alone saves and alone sanctifies the believer through the operation of the Holy Spirit.

NOTE: John 6:53–55 has no link with the ‘Lord’s Supper’. It relates to taking Him for
salvation. It is a spiritual truth. To ‘eat and drink’ Christ means to totally identify with Him in
salvation and discipleship. 1st Corinthians 5:7 declares that ‘Christ is our Passover Lamb
sacrificed for us’.
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The Feast of Unleavened Bread, Exodus 12:15-20 instructed the Hebrews to remove all
leaven from their homes. Anyone eating leavened bread would be ‘cut off’ from Israel (v15). The
Hebrews were to eat unleavened bread for seven days. The first and seventh days were to be holy
days of rest before the Lord.

This period of time would be the beginning of months for the Hebrews, or the beginning of the
New Year (Exodus 12:2 & 18).

According to Numbers 28:16 & 17, the fourteenth day of the first month is the Passover of the
Lord and the fifteenth day of that month is the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten.
The one day of Passover seems to be followed by seven days of the feast of unleavened bread
(see Leviticus 23:5).

Leaven in the Bible is a picture of corruption or sin. Holiness is essential as the fruit and
evidence of salvation in the believer’s life after he has received Christ. Seven days suggests
continuity rather than just a ‘one-day wonder’. A purchased pardon should produce fellowship
with God and evidence of a changed life, even from the beginning of salvation experience,
because of the renewed relationship with God, the Father through Christ, the Son.

Israel had to eat bread without leaven from the Passover, Exodus 13:6-7, the obedient act and
desire to walk in holiness with God.

Leaven – Luke 12:1; Matthew 23:13-15, 23.
Sin and its practice must be put away. A believer cannot enjoy salvation or understand spiritual

truths well, until evil is put away consciously in life. The believer must not just be satisfied with the
fact and experience of salvation, but also show the fruits unto sanctification – holy living- fellowship
with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

1st Corinthians 5:7-8 say, ‘purge out therefore the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, as
you are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.’ ‘Put away or put off the old man, put on the new man,
created in righteousness and true holiness’, Ephesians 4:22-24, but see this chapter through
verses 17 to 32 and chapter 5:12. Also consider 1st Thessalonians 3:13, 4:3 & 7, 5:23.

Note Jesus’ prayer in John 17:17, ‘sanctify them through your truth, your word is truth’.
Believers are to be holy because God is holy, 1st Peter 1:16. That brings fellowship and harmony.

In Exodus 12:19, there is a similar verse to verse 15 mentioned above, but this time it says,
‘seven days shall there be no leaven found and in your houses, not just not to be eaten, whoever
eats that which is leavened, shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a
stranger or born in the land.’ This would be a parallel consideration to the case of fornication
discovered in Corinth, see 1st Corinthians 5:1-6 comment below, where the person(s) responsible
were to be put out of the Church in discipline. A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

The believer is not to be content with just forgiveness of sins, but to become fruitful to a life of
holy living – delivered from unholy practices. The principle of sin is with us until we have our new
bodies. The practice of sin must be swept from our lives like leaven. Galatians 1:4 says, ‘Christ...
gave Himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will
of God and our Father.’

In Deuteronomy 16:3 we read, ‘you shall eat unleavened bread for seven days, even the bread
of affliction... that you may remember the day when you came out of the land of Egypt, all the days
of your life’. See also Hebrews 12:2-11 where Jesus is the example of extreme suffering and that
the believer does experience the chastening and scourging of the Father who loves His children!
See 1st Peter 1:3-9 for further help on this theme and James 1:2-4 concerning enduring trials. In
Isaiah 53 we see, prophetically, Jesus experiences travail of soul and is stricken with such
suffering, verses 8 and 11. ‘Our light affliction which is but for a moment, works for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory’, 2nd Corinthians 4:17.
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The leaven of religious hypocrisy – Pharisees.
The leaven of worldliness – Herod, Mark 8:15. Picture of evil life. See Luke 3:19 for Herod’s evil

ways.

Moral corruption. See 1st Corinthians 5:1-6, where the worst form of fornication is exposed and
commanded to be put out of the Church, delivered up for Satan’s actions.

2nd Corinthians 7:1 commands the believers to ‘cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.’

In Exodus the Hebrews sacrificed the lamb and then they were to eat all of it that was edible,
Exodus 12:8,10-11. Believers are redeemed by the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, ‘who was
without sin, but became sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him’, 2nd

Corinthians 5:21.

FEAST OF FIRST-FRUITS
(Leviticus 23:9-14)

The Passover and sacrifice of the lamb for redemption had been in Egypt – a picture of
the world. The following feasts of the Lord for His people were to be celebrated in the land
of Israel.

So it is for us. We were in the world and needed a Passover Lamb sacrificed for us to redeem
us. Now believers are in salvation experience, in the land of God’s favour and blessing for
fruitfulness. Now we can begin to understand the significance of the remaining Feasts of the Lord
and their significance, especially for Israel, both physically and spiritually, but also spiritually for the
true Church believers. Believers are in the experience of promise and covenant. These feasts of
the Lord could not be celebrated in the wilderness either, let alone Egypt.

Note that on the day after the Passover Sabbath, the priest would bring in a barley sheaf, the
first harvest fruits of the year’s early harvest as a wave offering to the Lord. This was also a heave
offering, Exodus 29:27, lifted up on high in presentation to the LORD Jehovah Himself alone. As a
wave offering it was waved to and fro to the four corners of the earth. The significance is that it was
a Sunday, as we call this day, Leviticus 23:10-11. Jesus rose on a Sunday, as we know it. Note
that this was the day after the Passover Sabbath (Saturday), i.e. a Sunday. The Lord Jesus Christ
became the “First-Fruits of the Resurrection”, see 1st Corinthians 15:20 & 23. He had been
the ‘first sheaf cut down as the Pre-eminent One. Now He is raised up again. Christ, the First
Fruits, the Wave Offering, the Heave offering to God His Father, now becomes the believer’s
Father.

The first celebration in the land of New Life’. even symbolising then the first day of New
Life for the believer. To the believers he is the Incorruptible Seed, like the Word of God. Christ is
born in the believer, unto newness of life, by the operation of the Holy Spirit (1st Peter 1:23). He
could be even likened to that ‘good Seed that fell into the ground and died’. He was raised as the
Incorruptible Seed, which was imperishable – death could not hold Him. He has now become the
Bread of Life to Believers, feeding on Him in our hearts, by faith. He lives in the believer by His
Spirit. His resurrection life is being reproduced in us. The true Church will be changed into His
likeness, from glory to glory, see 2nd Corinthians 3:17-18. Maturity in Christ should be the believer’s
aim, even in this world. As with a tree, the potential is always in the seed to produce a tree. So is
the Christ life within the believer to reproduce the character of Christ in the believer to maturity and
we shall be changed, when He comes for the true Church, into His likeness of quality of life and
character. All this becomes possible because He is the First-Born from the dead. Colossians 1:18
says, ‘He is the Head of the Body, the Church: who is the beginning, the first -born from the dead,
that in all things He might have the pre-eminence’. Hebrews 12:23 says, ‘...the Church of the first-
born which are written in heaven....’ Christ is the Head, the Beginning (the file-leader, pioneer
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Hebrews 12:2), First-Born from the dead, to have pre-eminence. Christ is the First-Born over
creation, Colossians 1:15. In verse 18 of Colossians chapter 1, the Greek is ‘ek ton nekron’, which
is translated correctly, ‘out from among the dead’, a significant resurrection. The Apostle Paul used
the same phrase in the Greek in Philippians 3:11 with the same intention that he would be
‘resurrected OUT from among the dead’. Others remained dead, and not raised. Romans 8:29
addresses Him as the ‘First-Born among many brethren. He is the Father’s ‘First-Born’, His only
begotten Son, Hebrews 1:6. Revelation 1:5 refers to Him as the ‘first-begotten from the dead’.

The term ‘first begotten or First-Born is from the Greek ‘prototokos’. This expresses His priority
to and over creation and not in the sense of the first to be born or created, as the Jehovah’s
Witnesses declare. He is the uncreated. Eternal Son, as the Father and the Spirit is.

In the Old Testament the phrase is used to speak of superiority of position as declared in the
Hebrews letter. In Exodus 4:22 Israel is declared by God through Moses to the Pharaoh that ‘Israel
is my son, even my first-born.’

Christ’s superiority is in relation to creation. He produced creation. Christ made everything,
Colossians 1:15-18. In relation to resurrection, read again Colossians 1:18 and Revelation 1:5. In
relation to the Church, read Romans 8:29 and Hebrews 12:23 again. In relation to His second
Advent we read in Hebrews 1:6, ‘the Father brings again the First-Born into the world’, that is, puts
Christ again into His rightful place of supremacy and ownership, Kingship and Lordship over
creation, nations, enemies, death, sin, Satan and evil. Also He is Bridegroom of the Church, too.

HE IS LORD. Psalm 89:27 says. ‘I will make Him my First-Born, the highest of the kings of
the earth.

The word ‘pre-eminent’ is linked with the thought of having double inheritance over other sons,
see Deuteronomy 21:17. He is creator and re-creator of many sons, leading them on to glory,
Hebrews 2:10.
Now He is the pioneer, file-leader, risen from the dead, gone on before us to prepare a place for

us, soon to come again for us, His true Church. He is coming for a completed Church, a complete
harvest, in that sense. He will harvest among Israel and the Gentiles even in the Great Tribulation
yet to come and save many, among whom there will be many martyrs for their faith, after the
Church is taken to Glory.

The Lord Jesus Christ will then return to take up His rightful pre-eminent place as First-Born of
the Father to rule as King of kings and Lord of lords, overthrowing all enemies, to reign and to rule
as only He should. Read Ezekiel 36: 26 to 28.

FEAST OF WEEKS : PENTECOST: SHAVUOT
(Leviticus 23:15-22; Numbers 28:26)

Exodus 34:22, ‘You shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, that is, the first fruits of the wheat
harvest.’ See also Exodus 23:16a &19a of harvest. First harvest: Pentecost and Final harvest:
Tabernacles.

In other words – from Shavuot to Succot. The beginning and the end. Three major Feasts must
have the attention of male members of the Israelites according to Exodus 23:14-17 and
Deuteronomy 16:16. These are the Feasts of Unleavened Bread, Weeks (Pentecost) and
Tabernacles.

Fifty days after the Passover Sabbath, i.e. seven weeks, then shall be the offering of the New
Grain Leviticus 23:16, to the LORD. Consider the meaning of the ‘term in type’ – new wheat grain
offering.

2nd Corinthians 5:17 says, ‘behold, I make all things new. If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature.’

This time was fifty days after the children of Israel left Egypt, from Ramses, Exodus 12:37, to go
to the place in Sinai for the receiving of the Law for new life, Exodus 19:1-2, (Torah), see Romans
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7:12 & 3:31 ‘the law is holy, just and good’, ‘do we make void the law through faith? God forbid:
yes, we establish the law’. (The law is a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that we might be
justified by faith (not law), Galatians 3:24). Even in the New Testament (Covenant) we are to
observe and obey in the new life by love, to do right. (We cannot obey the Mosaic law by works to
salvation, see Galatians 3:24). See 2nd Corinthians 3:3 for the work of the Holy Spirit in the
believer’s life, ‘the Spirit of the living God, writing Life on the fleshy tables of the heart and not on
tables of stone”). The new life in the New Covenant was first promised to Israel, Jeremiah 31:33.

Acts 2:1-4; 36-47. Pentecost – the beginning of the Church – the New Grain from among
Israel in the first place, then expanded to include Gentiles, Cornelius, for example in Acts 10.

Notice the mention of two loaves in Leviticus 23:17. Today, saved Jewish people and
Gentiles are one Body in Christ, Ephesians 2:19. He has created one body, one loaf, no longer
two in the Mystery of the Church in this Dispensation of Grace. The Church is Christ’s spiritual
Body, of which he is the Head and Lord. The Holy Spirit unites into one Body all believers in Christ,
Jew and Gentile. Notice that the leaven is present, v17, meaning the presence of sin in the loaf:
body. Only Christ, the sheaf of the First-Fruits waved before the Lord on the day after the Passover
Sabbath, contained no sin. The first wave offering sheaf was still harvested first-fruit and not yet
bread when yeast (leaven) would be added to make bread.

How can we take this feast of the early harvest to heart? We are many members, but one Body,
if we are truly in Christ, 2nd Corinthians 13:11. His death and resurrection has created a Fellowship
of His Redeemed Body, uniquely called the true Church. In practice – Ephesians 4:30-32. Our
behaviour expressions in Christ are the fruits of the Spirit, Galatians 5:22, who brought us into
Christ’s New Grain. The harvest of the early Church were like first fruits themselves, Romans 8:23
& James 1:18.

In Bible times the first fruits of the fields and orchards from the Spring harvest were brought into
the Temple and tied with a red cord as an offering to the Lord. Martha Zimmerman in her excellent
book, ‘Celebrate the Feasts’, page 107, says, ‘the Talmud declares how the first fruits were to be
gathered: “when a man comes down to his field and sees a ripe fig, or a perfect cluster of grapes
or a beautiful pomegranate, he ties each with a red thread, saying, “these are bikkurim, the first
fruits for the festival”. ‘Many families camped on the hills around the city the night before the gifts
were offered. Symbolic meals were eaten. On the day of the celebration carefully prepared
presents were taken to the Temple. If you lived far away from Jerusalem, your offering would be
your best dried fruits, olives, dates and raisins. Those who lived nearby gathered fresh fruit from
their harvest. Each family brought two loaves of their finest bread.’

During Temple worship, the children of Israel brought the sheaf of the first-fruits to the Lord.
This was marked as a day of Israel’s dedication. Remember that the Feast of the Lord cal led
Pentecost: Shavuot fell on the fiftieth day (Seven Sabbaths complete, verse 15). You know that the
thought of ‘fifty’ brings Jubilee to mind. This was the time of restoration, the time of rest, joy,
freedom, remission of debts, forgiveness, and release into full inheritance. What Divine timing!

First harvest – new grain – spiritual fulfilment wrought by Christ as Passover Lamb at Passover.
Spiritual fulfilment of Pentecost: Shavuot, the coming of the Holy Spirit to impart new life to the

calling out of the New Grain, see John 14:26. The Holy Spirit creates and effects all that Christ
made possible at Calvary’s cross, the death of the substitutionary sacrifice, the Lamb of God’s
atoning sacrifice. The Holy Spirit created the new grain, the new wine, the new harvest by re-
creation, born anew from above, by the will of God, see John 1:12-13.

The response to the first sermon and then the second, by Peter, on the Day of Pentecost were
the first fruits, the early harvest of souls, to form the early Church, initially all Jewish people. This
was the New Grain. Now see 1st Corinthians 15:20-23, especially verse 23. This is the chapter
detailing the Resurrection truth. ‘Each in his own order’. Not only did God pledge His own part in
promising harvest, physically for Israel – concluding with the marvellously dramatic truth around
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the Feast of Tabernacles, but the spiritual harvest also, the prophetic promise of Joel 2, partly
fulfilled in Acts 2. This truth indicates to us that there is more than one resurrection. There are
several resurrections at different times. This makes the teaching of one ‘general
resurrection’ upheld by Amillennialists, untrue.

It is interesting to note that on or around the fiftieth day out from Egypt when the Law (Torah)
was given, when sin came into the camp of Israel through the golden calf, that God judged three
thousand souls in death, near Mount Sinai, Exodus 32:28,35; 33:1-6, in both instances: fire, noise,
and fear were present – one for sin, the other for salvation, because three thousand people were
saved on that fiftieth day after the Passover Sabbath, see Joel 2 and Acts 2. The Law condemns
because of sin, but the Spirit gives life because atonement had been provided. 3000 die: 3000
live.

NB. There are eleven words in the Old Testament for lamb. Isaac chose the word ‘seh’ which is
associated with the idea of redemption. In Genesis 22:7 the word ‘seh’ was used for the first time in
Scripture. IMPORTANT NOTE - whenever a word is used for the first time in Scripture that
word has great significance. Isaiah also used the word ‘seh’ (Isaiah 53:7) when he wrote about
the suffering servant, the lamb led to the slaughter etc.

The happy note is celebrating Pentecost with flowers and eating of dairy foods and honey
because of the observance of receiving the Torah, the Word, sweet to the taste, see Deuteronomy
26:1-11, 14b-15. Remember that this Feast could not possibly be celebrated in Egypt or in the
wilderness for the above reasons – no dairy food or honey. This was only to be found in the land
flowing with milk and honey, v15.

The book of Ruth is read at Pentecost. It is the story of Redemption of Jew and Gentile which
begins at Passover time, (barley harvest beginning, Ruth 1:22). Ruth meets Boaz the Redeemer.
The story continues to the time of wheat harvest, Shavuot: Pentecost (Ruth 2:23). At this time Ruth
seeks the covering of Boaz who can provide as her near kinsman, in Naomi’s family (Ruth 3:9 &
13). Boaz redeems the inheritance, lands, therefore Ruth becomes his wife (Ruth 4:9,10,13). Ruth
bears Boaz a son (v13). Bullinger says it was on a Jubilee time when all this happened. How
significant! Here is redemption of a Gentile, Ruth by name, by a Jew, Boaz by name.

Jew and Gentile had become one by the act of a Goel-Kinsman Redeemer, at Shavuot:
Pentecost (Ruth 1:16-17). What significant events between the Barley and the Wheat harvests!

Note: In Matthew 1:5 we see that Boaz was part Gentile – related to Rahab. Would it not be
true to consider therefore that Jesus had Gentile blood in Him having Rahab and Ruth in his family
tree? How apt therefore that He is the Kinsman Redeemer (God) of Jewish people and Gentiles,
legally able to be the God of both!

THE FEAST OF TRUMPETS. Yom T’ruah: The Day of Blowing Trumpets
(Leviticus 23:23-25).

The long gap of four months between the Feast of Pentecost and the Feast of Trumpets:
Rabbinic New Year: Rash HaShanah symbolises the gap between the conclusion of the Church
Age and the renewing of God’s blessings towards Israel and her redemption to become His
Remnant and nation once again under Messiah’s reign as King. That gap is approximately 2000
years, say. The Church Age will become fulfilled and complete soon.

The Feast of Trumpets. Shofar sounding. The ram’s horn is used to remember Abraham’s
willingness to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, and God’s substitutionary offering, the ram caught in the
thicket. Hence the ram’s horn used as shofar (verse 24). It is a memorial time. To what? The
trumpet sounding at Sinai, see Exodus 19:13b, 16 & 19. (See notes on Numbers 10. ‘The Two
Silver Trumpets’).
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The trumpet heralded the beginning of a Civil New Year. Rash HaShanah means the beginning
or head of the year. Rabbis in the tenth or eleventh century believed God created the world in the
month of Tishri, the seventh month since Nisan according to the Biblical reckoning of the Jewish
year, Exodus 12:2.

Trumpets were blown by Israel for the following reasons:
1) To assemble the people together to hear the Word of the Lord, as at Sinai (Exodus 19:13).
2) A signal to move forward on a journey.
3) Heralding an unfolding of a revelation from God, not revealed before (Revelation 4:1).
4) Announcing judgment. Sound an alarm! ‘Blow the trumpet! (Joel 2:1; Zephaniah 1:16).
5) Call for a time of rejoicing as well as....
6) A time for a holy occasion (see Nehemiah 8:2, 8-12).
7) Call to prepare for battle (Joshua 6:20; Judges 3:27; Jeremiah 6:1; Ezekiel 33:6; Nehemiah

4:17-21).

For us today, are we giving the trumpet the certain sound about the second coming of the Lord?
See 1st Corinthians 14:8, “If the trumpet gives an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the
battle?” Trumpets are very much connected with the coming of the Lord, both for the Church and
later, Israel.

2nd Thessalonians 2:1; Genesis 49:10. Gathering to the Lord: Church and then Israel. Also, on a
happy note, the trumpet shofar sounded with a message of hope at the year of Jubilee, the fiftieth
year, in all that the Jubilee implies (see Leviticus 25:9-13).

8) Trumpets were blown for a new king (1st Kings 1:39).
9) Announcing and acknowledging God’s sovereignty (Psalm 47:5).

The shofar was sounded three times, followed by the blast of the two silver trumpets calling
Israel to repentance, to examine one’s heart and seek God’s forgiveness, during Rash HaShanah.
The trumpet pierced the heart with conviction, calling for repentance to avoid judgment. Three
blasts: Sovereignty of God (Psalm 47:5). A reference to the Kingdom of God, for on Rosh
HaShanah the Jewish people affirm God as King over Israel and over the world. Remembrance of
what God had done, appealing to Him to remember His covenant with Israel, thinking of the
significance of what the sounding of the shofar means, appealing to man to repent of his sin and
obey God. Also the blowing of the shofar reminds the Jewish people to recall the scriptural
instances of the shofar’s sounding. This is called shofarot.

Yom T’ruah was renewed upon the return from exile (Nehemiah 8:8-10). The word ‘T’ruah’
means ‘make a loud noise’ (see Psalm 81:1 & 3; 89:15-16). On the Feast of Trumpets, God
reminds Israel of His Faithfulness, especially to Abraham, concerning Isaac, significantly, noting
the sacrifice and substitute invoked and thus calls Israel back to Him through repentance, which
leads on to Yom Kippur. Isaiah 58:1 says, ‘Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet,
and show my people their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins.

In Leviticus 23 we read of the call of Sabbath rest, holy convocation, special offerings and
rejoicing.

The meaning of Rosh HaShanah has wider significance than just being the beginning of a Civil
New Year. Yes, it was “head of the yea?’, it had connections with the Sabbatical year’s rest, i.e. the
seventh year, also the fiftieth year after 7 x 7 of years, the Jubilee. Also significantly there was an
agricultural importance. Deuteronomy 11:9b; 11-12 show God’s oversight and loving care for the
land of Israel.

These Autumn Feasts from Trumpets to Tabernacles, from Rash HaShanah to Redemption,
there will be for Israel the re-gathering ; Repentance, Redemption and Rejoicing.
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Trumpets. The call of re-gathering, Repentance and Remembrance (see the New Covenant in
Jeremiah 31). There will be a new year of new things under their coming King.

Day of Atonement: Yom Kippur. Redeemed by their atoning sacrifice and Saviour.

Tabernacles: The time of rejoicing under their Messiah Redeemer King of the Jews – the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Trumpets. Yom T’ruah – the Day of Blowing’. Psalm 81:3. Reminder of the sovereignty of their
God in Psalm 47:5. Trumpets herald the future for Israel. Isaiah 18:3 & 27:13 as the people are re-
gathered, see Matthew 25:31. (Ezekiel 36:24; 39:25-29; Isaiah 43:5-6). There will be a protection
and deliverance from Armageddon. Zechariah 9:14, illustrating the faithfulness of God. Psalm 81:7
and 16, calling them to repentance and forgiveness.

Israel will walk in the light. Psalm 89:15-16, “Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound
(T’ruah: trumpet blowing), they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of your countenance. In your Name
shall they rejoice all the day: in your righteousness shall they be exalted.”

The four months gap symbolises the many centuries of the Church Age. The Church is a
parenthetic gap in between God’s purposes for Israel, like meat between two pieces of bread. God
will, at last, turn His attention towards Israel for the salvation of the Remnant, extra to the Israelis
born-again in the true Church.

NB. 4 Feasts – gap – 3 Feasts. The four have a special relevance to Christ and His Church
(Jew and Gentile); the three have special relevance to Israel in the Last Days and End Times as
the Lord, Prince, Messiah, Redeemer King of the Jews prepares for His Second Coming to the
earth, to the Mount of Olives, Zechariah chapters 12 to 14, to reveal HimseIf and Redeem a
people, over whom He will reign and rule during the Millennium and beyond.

We shall study next the Feast of Tabernacles – Succot, neglected for many years, but restored
by Nehemiah (see chapter 8), with reference to Jewish people and Gentiles, the natural and the
wild olive branches brought together.

All Feasts are fulfilled in Christ Jesus, the Messiah, Saviour, Lord and coming King of the Jews
and Israel.

DAY OF ATONEMENT – Yom Kippur
(Leviticus 23:26-32).

Yon Kippur occurred on the tenth day of the Jewish Civil Rabbinic New Year. The Hebrew word
‘Kaphar’ means to cover, i.e. for sin. See Leviticus 17:11, “The life of the flesh is in the blood; and I
have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that
makes an atonement for the soul”.

In Leviticus 16:5-10, 15-22 we have the incident of the ‘Scapegoat’. Two goats are taken for a
sin-offering to the Lord. One goat is offered as a sin-offering to the Lord, chosen by lot. The second
goat is to be preserved alive. Verse 10 says, “the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat,
shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make an atonement with him, and to let the goat go for
a scapegoat into the wilderness”. In other words this second goat is to be the ‘escape’ goat. Verses
21-22 say, “Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all
the iniquities of the children of Israel and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon
the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man, specially chosen, into the
wilderness. The goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited; and he shall
let go the goat in the wilderness.” It is said that in order that the goat may not suffer and linger in
the wilderness, it is cast over a cliff to instant death. Remember how the people of Nazareth
wanted to cast Jesus headlong over a cliff. Luke 4:29 says, “the people were filled with wrath and
rose up and thrust Him out of the city and led Him to the brow of the hill, where their city was built,
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that they might cast Him down headlong.” Jesus became our ‘scapegoat’ as all our sins were laid
on Him (Isaiah 53).

The Scapegoat Offering of the death of a substitutionary sacrifice for sin. Forgiveness offered
Sacrifice because of effective, sacrifice for Atonement. A sacrifice without blemish or

spot or defect. Forgiveness, reconciliation, fellowship restored. Demands of
the Law of a holy God satisfied.

Living Goat Sending away, or remission of sin confessed, by visible enactment.
Psalm 103:12. “As far as east is from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us”.

Three Hebrew words for forgive and forgiven.
1) Kaphar – to cover.
2) Nasa – to lift away.
3) Salach – to send away

Old Testament idea of forgiveness is not the remission of the penalty, but the separation of the
sinner from his sin. Penalty only covered in the sacrifice of the sinless, spotless Son of God. Old
Testament believers looked forward in faith. They were often justified by God for believing and
obeying what God told them to believe. For example Abraham was justified and declared righteous
by God for believing the miraculous gift of a son, Isaac, when he and Sarah were well beyond the
childbearing age. Abraham was 99 and Sarah 90 years of age when Isaac was born. They had to
wait 24 years for the promise to be fulfilled.

Mercy Seat is the seat of Atonement. (Kaphar). See Exodus 25:21, ‘You shall put the Mercy
seat above (separate) the ark’. This is a separate seat from the ark of the Covenant – note.

Hebrews 10:1-4 shows that Yom Kippur was an annual event, verse 5. The coming of Christ
ends all that. Verse 10 says ‘the believer is sanctified (set apart) once for all through the offering
(sacrifice) of the body of Jesus’. Verse 12 says, ‘one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down at the right
hand of God’. (A completed work is accomplished when someone ‘sits down’. On the cross Jesus
said ‘it is accomplished or finished’). Verse 14 says ‘by one offering He has perfected (brought to
satisfaction) for ever them that are sanctified (set apart).’ One offering brings satisfaction.

Now see Hebrews 9:7-15; 22-28. Verse 8 is of utmost importance. ‘The Holy Spirit signifying
that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while the first tabernacle was yet
standing’. It was a ‘shadow’ of things to come. The ‘substance’ is of Christ, i.e. the final reality, no
longer a shadow looking forward or atonement being annually repeated.

Hebrews 10:10-14; 18-23. Christ’s one sacrifice for all time. The Old Testament sacrificial
system is but ‘a shadow of things to come, namely Christ becoming the one sacrifice required by
the Father, Colossians 2:17. Only in Christ is salvation, Hebrews 9:11-12. Today, there is no
Temple and no sacrifice. The first covenant and sacrifice is done away with, to establish the
second, Hebrews 9:8 & 9.

Note on Tashlikh. Jews through the ages gathered at watering places for a ritual casting away
of their sins. The people shake crumbs from their pockets and watch the moving waters carry them
away. (They may also use pebbles). Micah 7:19 is used here. ‘He will turn again, He will have
compassion upon us, He will subdue our iniquities; and you will cast our sins into the depths of the
sea.’
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Note on Kappareh. A rooster is taken for a man and a hen for a woman and put to death, the
blood shed, the persons confessing their sins (Orthodox practices).

Solemn Prayer: KoI Nidre. Means ‘all vows’. Annulment and release from sin consequence.
These are of no effect. Sin’s consequences only removed by Christ. See Romans 3:24-26; 5:11.

Atonement brings reconciliation. A covering for sin that God might now show mercy. Atonement
provides the availability for reconciliation

PROPHETIC CONTENT. Blowing Trumpets and Yom Kippur. Israel re-gathered who had been
exiled because of their sin for centuries. Even a Jewish prayer speaks of the Messiah being the
Sinbearer. The word ‘Yinnon’ refers to the Messiah, so named in the Hebrew text of Psalm 72:17,
and affirmed by the Jewish Rabbis to be the title of the Messiah. Christ died and made it possible
for sinners to be forgiven and their sin atoned for, bringing reconciliation with a holy God in
righteousness.

Israel will be regathered; Redeemed Remnant: Regaled to be the head nation and no longer the
tail nation, Deuteronomy 28:13. Redeemed Israel will be a nation of priests unto their God,
Isaiah 61:6.

The trumpet call of Matthew 24:31; Isaiah 27:12-13; Joel 2:15-21 and blessings from God
follow. For Israel the completion of all Yom Kippurs throughout the ages, generations and centuries
will the recognition of their Messiah as their Atonement and Yom Kippur in Zechariah 12:10 to
13:1. There is something in the original Hebrew text that is most interesting, but not found in any of
the many versions and translations.

Following the word ‘whom’ right in the centre of verse 10, there is a Hebrew word of two letters.
The letters are Aleph and the Tat, the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The One to
whom they will look is the First and the Last, the Beginning and the Ending, the Eternal Son of
God. Only He could be the deliverer out of Zion, who alone can save His people. Revelation 1:4-8
speaks of Christ being the Alpha and Omega (the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet), the
beginning and the ending, ‘who is, who was and who is to come, the Almighty’. Now read
Isaiah 61:2-3; Jeremiah 50:20; Zechariah 3:9; Isaiah 33:24(b). The sins of Israel and Judah, will
not be found. In that Day, when Messiah’s feet shall stand again on the Mount of Olives and
Israel’s remnant sees Him wham they pierced and mourns in repentance seeking forgiveness
through the fountain which is Christ shed blood, seeing Messiah Jeshua as the only atoning
sacrifice, which when Christ died, Israel, unknowingly, at that time, brought their sin offering and
killed the Lamb of God as their sin offering, unknown and not believed then, to the God of Israel.
The people of Israel will see and know when He comes again, and be redeemed.

Atonement provides the possibility and availability of forgiveness, reconciliation, relationship
and fellowship restored to their God. It will be ‘life from the dead’, Romans 11:15. God has mercy
on Israel. Christ’s blood had been spilt, as it were on the Mercy Seat of God’s love, He will then
say, ‘these are my people and Israel says, this is our God’, Zechariah 13:9.

FEAST OF TABERNACLES
(Leviticus 23:34-43; Deuteronomy 16:13-16)

This is the Feast of Ingathering, Exodus 23:16; 34:22b-24. It is also interesting to note in
Exodus 34:23-24 that if the males of Israel obeyed the Lord by going to celebrate the three major
Feasts: Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles, the Lord would cast out the nations which
oppose them from the land of Israel. Neither will any man desire the land of Israel, when the men
of Israel appear before the Lord their God three times a year. Israel, take note!

This is the happiest of all Jewish celebrations. There is great rejoicing, after the significant
solemnity of Yom Kippur, five days previously. God has given Israel a glorious future as we shall
see in Zechariah 14 later. In the past the Hebrews had a mighty deliverance from Egypt
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(Passover). Then they had forty years wandering in the wilderness because of disobedient unbelief
at Kadesh Barnea. Nevertheless, God had been faithful there with provision of Manna and water
for so many people and livestock, plus clothes and shoes not wearing out. During those forty years
in the wilderness the Hebrews lived in tents or booths. The Hebrew is Succah: plural is Succot.

In Leviticus 23:40 we see the requirements for the ceremony. The Hebrews were to select
‘boughs of goodly trees’, i.e. palm branches; ‘willows of the brook’, willow twigs and myrtle (myrtle
– Isaiah 55:12-13. Esther’s name was myrtle from Hadassah, Esther 2:7 – blessing); also citrus
fruit, i.e. Ethrog.

The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to the Mount of Olives could well be during the
Feast of Tabernacles. We shall examine Zechariah 14 later. The Rabbis have expected the
Messiah to come at such a time, for centuries. He will save Israel from her enemies, Psalm 18:3.

During the ceremony of Tabernacles (Succot), a specially appointed priest fetched water from
the pool of Siloam, each of the seven days ceremony. He poured the water out from a golden
pitcher, the water passing through a channel back to the pool. Water is precious in Israel and there
is always a long hot summer before the Feast of Tabernacles. The pouring out of the water
symbolised the pouring out of prayer in expectation of abundant rain after summer is over. The
Autumn rain is always needed to germinate the seed already so for next years harvest. This rain is
God’s faithful provision. Lights brilliantly lit up the Temple area too.

During the last day of the Feast, the seventh day, Hoshana Rabba, meaning Day of Great
Hosanna (meaning ‘save now’ or salvation), priests blew trumpets. Levites and the people say the
Great HalleI (Praise – Hallelujah) using Psalms 113 to 118. Psalm 118:25 says, ‘save now. I
beseech Thee O Lord’. Remember, Jesus entered Jerusalem and the crowds shouted ,‘Hosanna,
save now!’, Mark 11:8-11. Jesus answered that prayer by coming in person. Read John 7:2,10,
37-39; 8:12. ‘Now when the Jews Feast of Tabernacles was at hand’, John 7:2. ‘But when His
brethren were gone up, then went He also up to the Feast, not openly, but as it were secretly’,
verse 10. During Passover and Tabernacles holy days - HoI Ham-mo-ed, weekdays of the Feasts
or half holy days, Jesus went up “in the midst of the Feast”, John 7:14. To go up to the Feasts
meant going to Jerusalem some days before the Feasts for the people to ‘purify themselves’, see
John 11:55, and make all other arrangements for the due observance of the first day of the Feasts
which was called ‘holy convocation’. When Jesus said he was not going, John 7:8, He did go up in
the ‘midst of the Feast’, John 7:14. He did not alter His plans. His disciples understood He did not
need to make purifying preparations in order to present Himself in the Temple on the first day of
the Feast. His words did not exclude Him from going up during Hol Ham-mo-ed. ‘In the last day,
that great day of the Feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, if any man thirst, let him come to me
and drink, He that believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. But this He spoke of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive, for the
Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified’, verses 37-39. Jesus was
present, as any Jewish male should be, at the Feast of Tabernacles.

In John 8:12 we have Jesus speaking again, ‘I am the Light of the world, he that follows Me
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life’. Remember that the Temple was brilliantly
lit up and the water was ceremoniously poured out daily for seven days. Jesus was present and by
His own statements He was saying that water and light both lead to life, spiritually. It is vital to note
this. Remember the harvest links between Pentecost and Tabernacles: early and late harvests,
both literal and spiritual.

The whole Feast anticipated, in faith, redemption for Israel and Peace for the world at the
coming again of the Prince of Peace to the city of Peace, Jerusalem. Then there truly will be
Peace, when He comes to reign far a thousand years – the Millennium from Jerusalem. Then the
promise of Acts 3:20-21 will be fulfilled. “He (the Father) will send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached to you (Israel, in context): whom, heaven must receive (back) until the times of restitution
(Gk. Apokatastaseos = restoration, occurring here and in Acts 1:6 only) of all things, which God
had spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets, since the world began.” Acts 3:19 had called
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upon Israel “to repent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing (at the re-appearing of the Messiah at His second coming to Israel) shall come from the
presence of the Lord.” Acts 1:6 will then be fulfilled from the question of the disciples, “Lord, will
you at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” The reply of Jesus was, in verse 7, “It is not
for you to know the times or the seasons which the Father has fixed in His own power”. The return
of Christ, the Messiah was expected.

Israel and the Rabbis pray for the Gentiles (70 nations then) to come to Jerusalem to worship
the Lord in peace and safety. Tabernacles is the seventh Feast in the seventh month (September –
October). The Feast lasted for seven days – The ‘seventh day’ points to the Millennium when
peace and safety will be real and will be like a Sabbath physical rest – the seventh thousand years
since creation. In type, Jesus had cried out on the ‘last day’, which was that great day of the Feast.
“Jesus stood and cried, saying, if any man thirst, let him come to me and drink meaning receive
spiritual refreshing in the newness of life/salvation, by the operation of the Holy Spirit in context”
John 7:37. The number ‘7’ is the Bible number of perfection or completion. On the seventh day, the
Sabbath, God rested Himself.

The Feast of Tabernacles is indeed the Feast of rejoicing. Deuteronomy 16:14 says, ‘you shall
rejoice in your Feast’. The land will rejoice. “Trees will clap their hands”, Isaiah 55:12. “Floods clap
their hands.” Psalm 98:1-9, possibly sung at the Feast of Tabernacles. (Isaiah 35:1-2 applies too,
about the blessings to the land of Israel, agriculturally).

Jewish people believe that the Messiah will come at the Feast of Tabernacles. He did come
then (John 7) and He may come again to Israel at that seventh Feast time. Some thoughtful
believers have though Jesus was born at the Feast of Tabernacles. In 1st Chronicles 24:10 we see
that the eighth in line of the priestly duty rotas was the house of Abijah. Luke 1:5 tells us that
Zacharias was of the house of Abijah. He was promised a son, verse 13, even in his old age, as
was his wife Elisabeth. Luke 1:26-36 tells us that Elisabeth, six months pregnant, verses 26 and
36, visited Mary in Nazareth. Mary was told she will expect a baby, to be named Jesus.

There were 24 rotas of priests for their annual duty in the Temple, which means each priest had
a duty of two weeks and the remaining weeks of the year was served by the priests to fill up the
year. The question is, when did the year begin for the priestly rota? We are told in Exodus 12:2 and
Esther 3:7 that the first month of the year was Nisan, March/April time. Zacharias was on duty for
the two weeks, fifteenth and sixteenth weeks of the year from Nisan, March/April time. Four
months (sixteen weeks) would bring us to July. Zacharias returns home, Elisabeth becomes
miraculously pregnant and six months from then would bring us to January. Elisabeth visits Mary in
January when the angel informs Mary she would be come pregnant by the Holy Spirit, creating the
embryo of Jesus, the Son of God, in her womb. Nine months from the time when Mary received the
angelic announcement regarding the conception of Jesus, to the time of the birth of Jesus would
bring the time to October – This would be the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. It is very interesting
to note that John 1:14 says, “Jesus tabernacled among men’.

Tabernacles is the only Feast which is commanded of Gentiles to obey. Zechariah 14:16-19
tells us that those who survive Armageddon and the judgments of God at that time, becoming
believers during the Great Tribulation, shall come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of
Hosts and keep the Feast of Tabernacles. Zechariah speaks of a saved and purified remnant of
Israel becoming believers, surviving Antichrist hostilities, against Israel particularly, during the ‘time
of Jacob’s Trouble’ (Jeremiah 30:7). They will be ready to receive their Messiah King at His coming
to reign upon the earth (Zechariah 14:4). Israel’s saved remnant will acknowledge His Kingship,
verses 8-9. Israel’s remnant will have repented. Zechariah 12:8,10-13:1. The King of Israel must
have a people to reign over, sitting on David’s throne, fulfilling the Davidic Covenant, 2 Samuel 7
and Psalm 89. Gentiles shall come to Jerusalem to worship in Israel by command of the King at
the Feast of Tabernacles, see above reference in Zechariah 14. Genesis 49:10, a prophecy by
Jacob concerning the tribe of Judah, will be remarkably fulfilled, probably 3800 years after Jacob
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spoke these words. “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah nor a lawgiver from between his feet,
until Shiloh (Messiah) come; and to Him shall the gathering of the people be”.

Tabernacles is therefore a harvest thanksgiving, a commemoration of Redemption and faith’s
leap into the future when the nations shall worship the King in His Messianic Kingdom of God the
Father’s dear Son – the Millennium. This is the earthly Kingdom promised especially in the Old
Testament but referred to in the Gospels by Jesus and also spoken of in parts of the rest of the
New Testament. Isaiah 9:6 tells us that the government of the nations will be upon His shoulder.
The responsibility will be His. Jerusalem will be the centre of the earth as stated in Ezekiel 5:5.
Israel will be the head nation and no longer the tail nation, Deuteronomy 28:13.

The Jewish prayer at the Feast of Tabernacles is, “turn to me and be saved, today if you will
hear my voice. Behold the Man who sprang forth – the Branch is His name: David Himself stand
up. Be buried in dust no longer. You who dwell in the dust wake up and sing. Glad will be the
people when He rules. The name of the ungodly shall perish, but to His Anointed, the Messiah
(Son of) David, He gives grace. Grant salvation to the eternal people, to David and his seed
forever.” Jesus, the Messiah, is David’s greater son, Son of Man and Son of God, but descended
from David to inherit David’s throne and to reign and rule from Jerusalem at His second coming, for
His Millennial reign, for a thousand years.

Revelation 11:15 says, “the seventh angel sounded (note the number seven for completion and
fulfilment), there were great voices in heaven, saying, the kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ (Messiah); and He shall reign for ever and ever.”

Dr. Don Hender
Bournemouth.
March 2003.


