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INTRODUCTION

The major focus is the question, ‘Why Christ did not bring in His Kingdom at His first coming?’
The important doctrinal and particularly Prophetic themes are brought out in our study, from a
Dispensational and Premillennial viewpoint.

Matthew is considered one of the most important books of the New Testament, bridging the Old
and the New Testaments. Matthew deals primarily with the life of Jesus as fulfilling Old Testament
prophecies relating to the coming King and explaining why the prophecies relating to the Messianic
Kingdom on earth are delayed in fulfilment until Christ’s second coming. Surely this Gospel is
Divinely intended to be the first Gospel. It is likely that the ‘sayings’ of Jesus were collected by
Matthew in contemporary Hebrew (Aramaic) and possibly later translated into Greek. Whatever
happened, Matthew is the author and it is the inspired Word of God for us and especially Jewish
people, certainly written before AD 70. The Temple was still standing in Jerusalem. The Gospel
could have been written as early as AD 44, during the persecution of Agrippa 1.

Matthew’s purpose is to demonstrate that Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah of the Old
Testament promise and prophecy. Jesus fulfilled all the requirements for being the promised King
who is a descendent of David. Jesus’ life and ministry give full credence to the fact that He is
Israel’s Messiah King. Matthew is Thematic, not biographical, giving full portrayal of Christ’s royal
pedigree through His genealogical family tree and early recognition of His Person - King of the
Jews. There is much in this Gospel about the great Jewish themes of Law, Prophecy, Messiah,
Kingdom and Israel. All point to the great truth that Jesus is the King of the promised Kingdom.
Miracles of Jesus are credentials of His Messiahship, prophesied in the Old Testament, especially
in Isaiah. Matthew introduces Jesus as the Messiah, King of Israel, fulfilling Old Testament
prophecy.

As the Good News is unfolded by Matthew, he then gives the progressive account that Christ did
not bring in His prophesied Kingdom at His first coming. Growing rejection of Jesus, especially by
leaders of the Jewish religion and His subsequent denunciation of their unbelief; by Jesus,
regarding His revelation of Himself are clearly portrayed, especially relating to the postponement of
the Kingdom, but never cancellation. Jesus gives clear indication, through parables of Matthew 13,
that this age ends with judgment, but also salvation for Israel in God’s faithfulness and at the same
time judgment upon growing apostasy within what would be called Christendom or ‘Churchianity’.
The true Church, to be known as the Body of Christ, will be completed, known as the Pearl of
Great Price; Israel being called the ‘Hidden Treasure’ through the Church Age.

Eventually, Matthew chapters 24 and 25, the long discourse in answer to Jesus’ disciples three
questions, describes the course of this Age between the two Advents of Christ, with special
reference to the Great Tribulation, leading up to Christ’s second Advent.

Matthew finally gives the true facts of rejection leading to Golgotha, but also final Glory of the
resurrection victory. He commissions His disciples to go into all the world, preach the Gospel,
teaching His Truth and baptising believers in the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Jesus has been given all power in heaven and on the earth and disciples are to go out in this
encouragement. Christ would be with them until the end of the Church Age and Dispensation of the
Gospel, in this work until He comes, first for the Church and then to become King of Israel at His
second Advent and to deal with His and Israel’s enemies.

During this Age the Church would be called into being (Matthew 16:18), and Christ will be with all
His servants through this present Age, to the completion of the Church and ultimately the ushering
in of His postponed but promised Kingdom at His coming again.
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Matthew explained why Christ suffered, died and rose again as a result of His rejection, to Jewish
people who had expected a conquering King, fulfilling the Davidic Covenant but had forgotten that
Jesus the Messiah must first become the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53, for the forgiveness of sins.

The early Church recognised Matthew’s Gospel as the most important Gospel, fulfilling Old
Testament Prophetic Promises with focus on Jesus, the Messiah King. Matthew also gives full
content of the fundamentals of the Christian faith, producing a Church redeemed by the blood of
the Lamb.

ROYAL GENEALOGY – Matthew 1:1-17
Jesus Christ is portrayed as the true Son of David, Son of Abraham, Son of God, the true

Messiah of Israel and Saviour of the world of Jew and Gentile. Sufficient evidence is presented
through genealogy, establishing legal claim of Jesus Christ to be justifiably recognised as King of
Israel. His ‘pedigree’ is recorded and the supernatural conception and Deity of Christ is
pronounced through the Virgin Birth detail.

Matthew begins with Abraham and ends with Joseph as husband of Mary, but not the father of
Jesus. When the Gospel says ‘of whom was born Jesus’, ‘whom’ is a feminine pronoun,
referring to Mary.

A 3-fold division within genealogy is explained in 1:17. (1) Generations from Abraham to David.
Abraham was first in line of promise - the Unconditional Abrahamic Covenant, and ends with David
as king - the Unconditional Davidic Covenant. (2) Generations from David to Jeconiah. (3)
Continuity of the line to Jesus.

Genealogy of Jesus with reference to the line of David through Jeconiah
The purpose of Joseph’s genealogy in Matthew is to show that if Jesus was really the son of

Joseph, He could not be King. The purpose of the genealogy of Mary in Luke’s Gospel shows why
Jesus could claim the throne of David.

Matthew Luke
Joseph’s perspective. Mary’s perspective.
Joseph in the central active role. Mary in the central active role.
Angels appear to Joseph. Angel appears to Mary.
See below for comments about Joseph. Jesus Himself a descendent of David through Mary.

Jesus was a member of the House of David and royal
line of kings.

The requirement to sit on David’s throne was that of descent from David. After Solomon’s death,
the kingdom was divided - Judah and Israel (Samaria). The requirement to sit upon the throne of
Israel was one of prophetic sanction and Divine appointment. With the background of these two
Old Testament requirements for Kingship and what is stated in Matthew and Luke, the question of
Christ’s right to the throne of David and Israel can be resolved.

In Matthew the genealogy traces the line of Joseph, stepfather of Jesus, through Abraham to
David and Solomon, then on to Jeconiah (v11). Jeconiah is also called Jehoiachin and that
inclusion of Jeconiah is significant in the light of Jeremiah 22:24-30, which concludes with, ‘no
descendent of Jeconiah will sit on the throne of David, or rule again in Judah. He shall be
childless’. God cursed Jeconiah. In Matthew, Joseph was a direct descendent of Jeconiah and
thus Joseph could not inherit David’s throne. Matthew writes in such a way to prove conclusively
that Joseph could not have any claim to David’s throne because of the curse on Jeconiah. Matthew
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then proceeds to show that Jesus was not Joseph’s son, for He was born of Mary, (see chapter
1:18-25 and verse 16).

In Jewish law a woman’s line is traced through the husband. So how could we know whether the
genealogy used is the husband or wife? In the Greek text of Luke, the definite article “the”
precedes each name - this is not done in the English language, e.g. “the” Matthew; “the” Luke etc.
In the Greek text of Luke every single name mentioned has the Greek definite article “the”, with
one exception and that is Joseph. What would that mean to someone reading it in original Greek?
When the reader saw the definite article missing from Joseph’s name, but present in all the others,
it would then mean that this was not Joseph’s genealogy, but rather it was Mary’s genealogy. But,
in keeping with Jewish law, it was the husband’s name that was used. Two examples are Ezra
2:61 and Nehemiah 7:63. Luke 3:23 records also that Jesus was only the “supposed” son of
Joseph, but not in the ‘real’ line including Joseph. In Matthew we have recorded that Joseph is son
of Jacob. How could he be called ‘son of Heli’ in Luke? In Luke it is not recorded that ‘Heli begat
Joseph’, so the natural explanation is that Joseph was the son-in-law of Heli, who was a
descendent of David. In English it is translated that Joseph was the son of Heli. However, in the
Greek “son” is not there. It is incorrectly supplied by the translators, no doubt to make more sense,
it was hoped. Yet, Joseph was called son of Heli, though son-in-law, in accordance with normal
Jewish use. See 1Samuel 24:16 where David is called ‘son’ by Saul. We may safely conclude
therefore that Joseph was the ‘son of Heli’ because he was espoused to Mary, Heli’s daughter.

The Jerusalem Talmud, Chagigah 2:4 refers to Miriam (Jewish name for Mary) as the daughter of
Heli. In long-standing Jewish tradition Mary (Miriam) was recognised as the daughter of Heli. The
absence of Mary’s name is quite in keeping with Jewish practice on genealogies and it was not
unusual for a son-in-law to be listed in his wife’s (Mary/Miriam) genealogy.

In Luke’s genealogy Jesus is traced back through Nathan as the son of David. Thus Mary was a
descendent of the house of David apart from Solomon, of whom Jeconiah descended. Jesus was
Mary’s son, so He was of the Davidic royal line, totally apart from the curse of Jeconiah.

One Old Testament requirement for Kingship was having correct Davidic line apart from
Jeconiah. Jesus fulfilled this first requirement. However, Jesus was not the only member of the line
of David, apart from Jeconiah. There were others too. Here the second requirement to Kingship
comes into focus, that of Divine appointment of any existing members of the house of David. Only
one received that appointment and that was Jesus. READ Luke 1:30-33, “The angel said to her,
fear not Mary; for you have found favour with God. And behold, you shall conceive in your womb
and bring forth a son, and shall call His name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give to Him the throne of His father David: and He shall
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His Kingdom there shall be no end.”

So how could Jesus claim the throne of David? Firstly, He was a member of the royal line of
David and descendent of David, apart from Jeconiah. He came through Nathan, not Solomon and
subsequently not Jeconiah. Secondly He alone received Divine appointment to the throne of David.

The above material about Christ’s right to the throne of David, plus the research into the
genealogies of Joseph and Mary have been studied from Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum’s book entitled
“Messianic Christology”, published by Ariel Ministries, 1998, Appendix 4, ‘Christ’s Right to David’s
Throne’, pages 135 - 139.

Henry Einspruch’s translation of Matthew’s Gospel, (The Lewis and Harriet Lederer Foundation,
1939), is helpful in his comment at the foot of page 2, about the genealogy’ recorded in Matthew.
He says, ‘Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus is a summary of Jewish history. Its three-fold division into
3x14 family male members was evidently suggested by the name David, which in Hebrew has the
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numerical value of fourteen; d=4; v=6; d=4. This is in keeping with the rabbinic method of
mnemonics, or aid to the memory’.

SUPERNATURAL CONCEPTION - Matthew 1:18 -1:25 - The Birth of Jesus
Joseph was legally betrothed to Mary, described as ‘husband’ in v16. Mary’s pregnancy was the

result of the Holy Spirit’s creativity. This fact was revealed to Joseph. Mary’s Son shall be called
Jesus. Matthew quotes Isaiah 7:14 to support the doctrine of the Virgin Birth. “The Lord Himself
shall give you a sign; behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall His Name
Immanuel.”

WORSHIP OF THE MAGI - Matthew 2:1-11
These men were students of Astrology, or better terminology would be Astronomy. They

searched the heavens for significant movements of stars. They would therefore be better called
Astronomers. They came to Jesus considerably later on after his birth. They inquired where the
King of the Jews would be born. There was widespread expectation of a coming great ruler, even
as far away as Babylon where the Magi came from.
The wise men, or Magi (Greek: Magio, from a Persian word for those experts in the stars -

astronomers), saw an unusual star in the east, signifying to them that the King had come. This
news troubled Herod. He did not want a rival ruler or Jewish uprising as a result. Herod was
informed correctly of Micah 5:2, “but you, Bethlehem Ephratah, though you are little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall He come forth to Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting’. NB. This Messiah would be an individual, not
the Jewish nation. This Messiah would be a ruling King. The wise men were guided by the star - to
their amazement - to Bethlehem. The star had come from the east to guide them - even to the
house in Bethlehem - a supernatural phenomena. Note that Jesus was now found in a house, not a
cave where He had been born. The wise men worshipped Jesus and gave significant gifts as
important types, prophetically. Frankincense was presented to Jesus representing His fragrance of
life and intercession. Myrrh was presented to Jesus representing His suffering, sacrifice and death.
Gold was presented to Jesus representing His true deity.

In verses 12 to 15, God spoke to the Magi and to Joseph through an angel in warnings. Herod
had planned to murder Jesus. Herod was dead within three years from that wicked plan. The Magi
returned to their own country by different directions, not informing Herod of the whereabouts of
King Jesus. Joseph took Mary and Jesus into Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod.
Joseph then returned to Israel, fulfilling Hosea 11:1, recorded in Matthew 2:15, “that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called My Son”.

MASSACRE OF THE CHILDREN IN BETHELEHEM - Matthew 2:15-18
This terrible crime in Bethlehem, planned by Herod the Great, was intended to make sure that

King Jesus did not live to grow up to become the prophesied King of the Jews. In fact, this terrible
crime fulfilled a prophecy in Jeremiah 31:15-16. “Thus says the LORD: a voice was heard in
Ramah. Lamentation and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted
for her children, because they were not. Thus says the LORD; refrain your voice from weeping,
and your eyes from tears; for your work shall be rewarded, says the LORD; and they shall come
again from the land of the enemy.” Verse 17 continues, “there is hope in your end, says the LORD,
that your children shall come again to their own border.” It is interesting to note that Rachel was
buried in Bethlehem and many women still wept at her tomb.

RETURN TO NAZARETH - Matthew 2:19-23
Joseph took Mary and Jesus to Nazareth after the death of Herod fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah

11:1, “There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse and a Branch shall grow out of his
roots.” Christ was declared to be a Rod or Branch. (Hebrew: Netzer = Branch), from the stem of
Jesse, which would be David. Isaiah 11:2 confirms that the ‘Spirit of the LORD would rest upon
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Him’, and the source of His power would be the sevenfold ministry of the Holy Spirit upon Him,
namely, rest, wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge and the fear of the LORD, His
Father.

These incidents were highlighted by Matthew to give significant support to the conclusive
evidence that Jesus is the Messiah, Son of David, King of the Jews, Son of God.

THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTISER - Matthew 3:1-12
There had been 400 years of silence of the Prophetic voice. There was no word from God. John’s

office and dress was similar to that of Elijah. John was the ‘herald’ to Jesus. John’s preaching was,
‘Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand’. This announcement fulfilled Isaiah 40:3-5. ‘The
voice of him that cries in the wilderness, prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert
a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill shall be made
low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places smooth: the glory of the LORD
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD has spoken it.’
John’s message sternly rebuked the hypocrisy of religion of his day that of the Pharisees and
Sadducees particularly.

The Kingdom of Heaven phrase is not found in the Old Testament. The nearest would be found in
Daniel 4:37 where Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges the King of Heaven. Daniel predicted the
climax of world history as God gave him the revelation, with the prophetic revelation of the coming
of the Son of Man who would be given an everlasting Kingdom, Daniel 2:44. Matthew alone uses
the phrase ‘Kingdom of Heaven and rarely used the phrase ‘Kingdom of God’. There is a
distinction between the two phrases. The Kingdom of Heaven includes all who profess to be
subjects of the King, but some of these are “Apostate pretenders” only. The Kingdom of God is
more specific and includes only true believers. Except they are ‘born again’ they cannot see the
Kingdom of God, John 3:3 and 5. Matthew 13 includes the genuine and the false depicted in the
parables, e.g. Wheat and Tares; Good and Bad Fish; the Mustard Tree containing the birds of the
air which snatched away the seed in the Parable of the Sower. The word for ‘bird’ in both parables
is the same Greek word, thus the interpretation can only be that they are Satan’s agents in both
parables which snatch away or damage the Word of God proclaimed. It must be noted that all
those in the Kingdom of God will be in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Eschatologically and Dispensationally a 3-fold distinction must be observed in the use of the
phrase ‘Kingdom of Heaven’.

(1) In John the Baptiser’s ministry the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, or near, meaning that this is
in the person of the King being present then. In and through Jesus Christ the Kingdom was being
presented to Israel and would obviously affect the world.

(2) In Matthew 13 the Kingdom is presented in its present mystery form, revealing that the rule of
God over the earth is in the hearts of believers only during this present Age when the King is
absent. These are called mystery parables because they were not revealed in the Old Testament
doctrine of the Kingdom.

(3) The climactic form of the Kingdom will be realised when Christ returns to set up His Kingdom
of Heaven upon the earth, in fulfilment of Daniel’s prophecies and many other Old Testament
Scripture passages, picturing the glorious Age and reign of the Son of David over the entire earth
in Righteousness and Peace. This will be the thousand years reign of peace - the Millennial reign
of Christ depicted throughout Scripture from Genesis to Revelation. Only the Premillennial
interpretation of the concept of the Kingdom allows a literal interpretation of Old Testament and
New Testament prophecies relating to the future Kingdom.
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John’s ministry instituted a spiritual crisis in Israel. Would Israel accept or reject their King? John’s
ministry called the nation to repentance. So many people came out to hear John. His ministry was
so unique and dramatic after 400 years of silence from God - no Prophetic voice for four centuries.

John’s baptism is not Christian baptism. It is not in response to the Holy Spirit’s work. It. is not a
testimony of outward witness of being a member of the Body of Christ, the true Church. John’s
baptism is a religious ritual, signifying confession of sin and commitment to a holy life under Jewish
religious life and dispensation of Law - genuine Judaism, though distorted by Israel’s religious
leaders who opposed John and later Jesus. John called for a genuine repentance towards God.
John challenged the idea that salvation was due to being descendants of Abraham. John declared
that God could raise up children from ‘stones’, Matthew 3:9. The Hebrew for ‘children’ is ‘banim’;
the Hebrew for ‘stones’ is ‘abanim’. These words are similar in sound, and when used together
form a striking assonance. God can raise up ‘banim’ from ‘abanim’ a supernatural act to make
children out of dead substance, but this is what God does in the supernatural act of new birth for
the believer, - life from the dead. God does this in the Gentile and will do this eventually in Israel,
Romans 11:15-16 says, ‘If their (Israel) being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will
their acceptance be (Israel) but life from the dead? For if the first fruit is holy, the lump is also
holy (set apart: different): and if the root is holy (set apart: different) so are the branches (Jewish
people of Israel).’ It will indeed be ‘life from the dead’, ‘Banim’ from ‘abanim’ - life from dead
stones.

John also declared that the axe is in God’s hand to cut down every fruitless tree, i.e. God judges
dead religion of ritual that is lifeless.

The climax of John’s dramatic ministry was the fact that he was only the forerunner or herald to
the expected great Prophet (Deuteronomy 18:18-19) whose shoes John was not worthy to untie -
the lowest slave’s work. This one is the coming King who would baptise with the Holy Spirit and
with the fire of judgment on the nation of Israel, threshing wheat from the chaff, the judging of the
genuine from the chaff rubbish, fit only for burning.

Three baptisms
(1) John’s baptism for repentance.
(2) The Spirit administered by Christ.
(3) Fire.

The first prepared people to follow Christ and becoming true believers. These were later baptised
as a testimony to their salvation. Secondly, believers became members of the Body of Christ, the
true Church, through baptism administered by Christ, shall we say, through the Apostles (for
example, Acts 19:1-5). The baptism of the Holy Spirit did not occur until that special Day of
Pentecost recorded in Acts 2. (See 1Corinthians 12:13, “for by one Spirit are we all baptised into
one Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or flee, and have been all made
to drink into one Spirit”.

The third baptism - fire - seems to refer to the judgment which will take place at the second
coming of Christ, for only then will the Lord deal with the Tares and destroy the chaff through this
symbol of burning.

These three baptisms signify entrance into new situations
(1) Separation to God for the righteous, or
(2) Separation from God for the unrighteous godless. The threshing floor is an apt figure to

illustrate this truth of separation. The true will eventually be separated from the false.
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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS - Matthew 3:13-17
Matthew alone records John’s protest when Jesus asks John to baptise Him. John agrees when

Jesus says it will fulfil all righteousness, i.e. part of the plan of salvation (3:15). It is worthy of note
that the Trinity were present on this occasion - the voice of the Father; the presence of the Spirit
also at the baptism of the Son. Jesus’ baptism set Him apart for the role of Prophet, Priest and
King and anticipating His death for man’s sin and identification with man’s need of redemption.

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS AND CALL OF THE DISCIPLES - Matthew 4: 1-11
Jesus is compelled by the Spirit to experience this period of testing. The main test in all three

experiences of Satan’s temptations is to persuade Jesus to act independently of His Father - doing
His own will. He came to do His Father’s will. The subtle test was to establish salvation by other
ways, other than by the way of the cross, which was the only way and was appointed by the
Father.

The first test was the challenge to Jesus to turn stones into bread. He could eat instead of
continue fasting especially being hungry at the end of a long fast and also He could become a
social benefactor by providing food for many in difficult times and gain a great following this way,
avoiding the cross. This was the easy way out. Jesus resisted this by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3,
‘man shall not live by broad alone, but every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’

The second test was to persuade Jesus to test God the Father to preserve His life if He jumped
from the high pinnacle of the Temple. This miraculous preservation would prove His deity and by
this miraculous sign and work, Jesus could gain many followers by this sensational act. Here is the
temptation to display’ signs and wonders’ in order to gain recognition and great numbers of
followers, again avoiding the cross. Satan only quoted part of Psalm 91:11-12, deliberately omitting
‘to keep you in all your ways’, in verse 11. This was a deceitful misapplication of Scripture by
omission. Again, Jesus used Scripture to reply to Satan. He used Deuteronomy 6:16, ‘you shall not
tempt the Lord your God’. It is forbidden to test God.

The third test was to offer Jesus Kingship over the world of nation, if He would worship Satan.
Here was the temptation to establish the Kingdom and rule over the nations avoiding the cross
again. Satan is permitted to be the god of this world, but Satan had no right to bargain with Jesus
or offer Him the kingdoms of this world as if Satan was the rightful owner of the world. Satan was
the usurper since the temptation of the first Adam. Satan could not win over the second Adam, the
Lord from Heaven (1Corinthians 15:47). Jesus replied to Satan quoting from Deuteronomy 6:13,
‘You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve’. Jesus commanded Satan to
depart from Him. Jesus was the victor over Satan and not his slave. Satan had failed here. The
victory was through the use of the written Word of God as a sword and effective weapon against
the enemy. Satan had failed here in every avenue of testing Jesus - through the lust of the flesh -
food at the end of a long time of listing; the lust of the eyes and the pride of life to gain power and
establish the Messianic Kingdom by wrong means. Satan told Adam and Eve a lie, ‘your eyes shall
be opened and you shall be as gods’ (Genesis 3:5). 1John 2:15 and 16 say, ‘love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of, or for, the Father is
not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.’ Jesus was God in the flesh. Satan tested Jesus
attempting to force Jesus to demonstrate His deity, independent from His Father, to gain power
over men and thus establish His Kingdom other than the way which the Father had designated, the
way of the cross, obtaining redemption by the shedding of His blood in order to establish the new
Covenant and the way back to God for sinners. Jesus could be tested, but could not be caused to
sin as the God-Man and Second Adam, the Lord from Heaven.

Satan would return again to test Jesus, but there could only be one victor - Jesus.
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JESUS MOVES FROM NAZARETH TO CAPERNAUM - Matthew 4:12-16.
John had been arrested by Herod, the Great, so Jesus moved north and stayed at Capernaum,

fulfilling Isaiah 9:1-2. “nevertheless the dimness shall be such as was in her (Israel’s) vexation,
when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali and afterward did
more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. The
people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of
death, upon them has the light shined.” Jesus took up the preaching of John, ‘repent for the
Kingdom of heaven is at hand.’
Jesus called Simon Peter and Andrew, then James and John. These fishermen were to become

fishers of men (v19).

EARLY PREACHING MINISTRY OF JESUS - Matthew 4:23-25.
Jesus preached the Gospel of the Kingdom - the King of Israel is in their midst. The Gospel of the

Kingdom is different from the Gospel of Grace. The latter relates to the Church Age and brings
salvation for the world of humanity. The Gospel of the Kingdom relates mainly to the nation of
Israel, but, in the Great Tribulation the Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached by the 144,000
Jewish people saved in the Great Tribulation, travelling through Israel and then worldwide,
announcing the same message as John the Baptist and also this early ministry of Jesus to the
nation of Israel. Jesus healed many as credentials of His Messiahship, fulfilling Isaiah 35:5-6, ‘the
eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness waters shall break out,
and streams in the desert’. The fulfilling of this text proved who Jesus was. On a much larger scale,
Jesus will exercise this same power, authority and right in the future Kingdom which He will
establish when He comes again.

THE MORAL PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM - Matthew 5-7
Matthew presents Jesus as King and here is the message for life in His Kingdom - the Sermon on

the Mount. He spoke initially to His disciples, but others joined, perhaps with mixed motives, even
curiosity. Matthew places this early in his Gospel to establish the main principles of life expected in
the Kingdom, e.g. the Beatitudes reflect the ‘attitude-to-be’ in Kingdom life. Rejection of these
principles grows in the next few chapters leading up to the climax of rejection in chapter 12, leading
to major teaching in chapter 13 as a result of Jesus’ rejection by Israel’s religious leaders.
The third major discourse of teaching is in chapters 24 and 25, dealing with the End Times of

world history in the hands of Gentile powers, leading up to the return of the King. Matthew is
comprehensive in presenting three major discourses of teaching relating to Kingdom truth and life.
The fourth major teaching is in John’s Gospel chapters 13-17, which relates to the spiritual
character of this present age and life of the Church, the Body of Christ. Matthew’s concern is the
Kingdom presented to Israel to enlighten Jewish people to the Messiahship of Jesus and His right
to Kingly rule, providing salvation for Jewish people by way of the cross before the wearing of His
crown.
The Sermon on the Mount relates to the expectancy of the character of those who belong to

Christ, the true but rejected King. The sermon does not present justification by faith, or point a
sinner to the Saviour. It certainly instructs a Christian how to live because he is a subject of the
King now and a member of the Kingdom, so it has its relevance now in the present Church Age.
But it certainly outlines life as it will be in the Kingdom to come on earth - the future Millennial
Kingdom when Christ becomes King of the Jews and has the whole earth subject to His rule.
In the Gospels Jesus offers Himself as the prophesied King and the Kingdom He offered was the

prophesied Kingdom predicted in the Old Testament. Jesus clearly presented Himself as the
prophesied King, Son of David, having the designated right to reign and to rule on this earth when
he returns. The Kingdom is planned to be a reign of righteousness as well as a reign of peace. The
Kingdom life made demands upon the subjects of the King.
The Jewish people neglected the spiritual and moral principles. They only thought of the political

implications - deliverance from any ruling enemy over them, e.g. the Romans. There will eventually
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be political deliverance for Israel, through the Person, power and presence of the King, having
given His subjects regeneration spiritually. The sermon does have its eschatological implications
and context within chapters 5-7. Jesus expected immediate response for life now but also holding
forth truths concerning His coming Kingdom.

The Beatitudes - Matthew 5:2-12 - Moral Principles of the Kingdom.
Influence of True Disciples - 5:13-16
Laws and Principles of the Kingdom - 5:17-48
The Life of Faith in the Kingdom. Giving alms - charitable deeds - 6:1-4
Instructions concerning Prayer - 6:5-18
True Treasure - 6:19-24
Cure for Anxiety - 6:25-34
Doing the Will of the Father. Judging others - 7:1-6
Encouragement to Pray - 7: 7-11
The Golden Rule - 7:12
The Two Ways - 7:13-14 - The True and the False.
True and False Teachers - 7:15-20
True and False Professions - 7:21-23
True and False Foundations - 7:24-29

THE BEATITUDES – The Attitude to Be! (Matthew 5:2-12)
Six standards of the Kingdom in character and life. The disciples were not only subjects of the

Kingdom but also secondary foundations of the Church, so their reward would be in heaven, as
also is ours.

INFLUENCE OF BEING DISCIPLES (Matthew 5:13-16)
Being salt and light, only the converted and the transformed can be true citizens of the Kingdom

of Heaven. The new birth (John’s Gospel 3:3 and 5) brings genuine new life and morality.

LAWS AND PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM (Matthew 5:17-48)
Righteousness of the Kingdom must exceed the righteousness of Jewish religion (v20). Christ

fulfils the righteousness of the Law for the believer and in the believer. Mosaic Law ended at the
cross as for as a means of justification, righteousness and effort for salvation was concerned.
Moral and spiritual implications of righteousness are fulfilled in us and through us by new life in and
from Christ, through experience of new spiritual birth by the Holy Spirit. Now believers have the
power to live differently, well pleasing to the Lord.
Jesus upheld the inerrancy of Scripture by saying that not even the smallest Hebrew letter - ‘yod’

- even the smallest stroke or hook of a letter or particle, which actually distinguishes different
letters by the smallest dot, shall be removed.
Jesus will rule by Law and the rod of iron in the Kingdom (Psalm 2 and Revelation 19:15).
Morality of the Kingdom must exceed Mosaic Law. The act of murder is preceded by thoughts of

anger and murder. Adultery is preceded by lustful thoughts. What is within a man decides what
comes out of a man by action. So often the wrong use of words and anger bring guilt. The word
‘raca’ is a word meaning empty-head or numbskull. Use of the word ‘fool’ defines a person created
by God. Such persons who use defamatory words are in danger of the fire of Gehenna. (Gar -
Hinnom: the valley of rubbish where fire burns to destroy it. Also, the valley was used for the
sacrifice of children during Old Testament times, to the god Molech, by burning. This was a valley
of southern Jerusalem and was cursed by God).
In verses 23-26 is the challenge to encourage reconciliation between people, ‘then present gifts to

the Lord. Here is the challenge to live transparent upright lives. Severe sin required self-judgment.
In verses 31 and 32, Jesus makes His statement that sexual unfaithfulness allows for divorce.
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In verses 33-37 Jesus teaches that no oath should be necessary for believers and life in the
Kingdom. Speak the truth, say yes or no. Take special care in giving a solemn promise. Can you
keep your word, implied Jesus - take care - say and do nothing rash that cannot be fulfilled.
In verses 38-42 Jesus denies the right of revenge. Do not resist evil, turn the other cheek for

smiting too. In the Millennial Kingdom high standards of behaviour will be enforced’, ’ if needed.
There will be unsaved born in the Millennium who would like to rebel against Christ but cannot do

so. Jesus did not resist the cross, but also note that Paul claimed Roman rights for himself. What
will work in the Millennial Kingdom might not work in the interim between the advents -
during the mystery form of the Kingdom, when the King is absent, as now . The Bible does
not support pacifism now. The above are the ideals that will govern His Kingdom.
Citizens of the Kingdom are called upon to love their enemies (v44-46).
In verse 48, perfection here means uprightness, maturity and sincerity of character in godly living.

Sinless perfection at present on this earth is impossible, but godliness is a Biblical concept and is
possible.

PRACTICALITY IN THE LIFE OF FAITH (Matthew 6)
Secret giving in verses 1-4. Secret praying in verses 5-18. Laying up treasure in heaven in verses

19-24. Putting the King and the Kingdom first in life in verses 25-34. Wealth to the Jewish people,
especially their leaders was important. They thought it was a sign of blessing from God. ‘No!’ said
Jesus, you cannot serve God and mammon - you cannot serve and honour the Lord and at the
same time make materialism into a god. In the Kingdom believers will live for the Lord, so begin
now and trust Him for present day needs.

God as Father is referred to seventeen times in the Sermon on the Mount.
Inward humility, having a contrite heart is honoured by the Father who rewards openly.
These verses contain the answer to anxiety. Believers are called to trust and serve God. He

promises to meet all needs.

CONTRASTING THE TRUE AND THE FALSE (Matthew 7)
This is a chapter contrasting the true and the false ways of life - doing the will of the Father, or not

so. Here is a chapter showing principles of right actions. Beware hypocrisy (v1-6). Who has the
right to judge another person, take a careful check on one’s own faults first - there is no place for it
in the Kingdom life when it comes and also now. Verse 6 warns concerning the sharing of Truth.
Would it be welcomed or scorned, trusted or trampled on? Discern whether Truth of the Kingdom
life would be appreciated, valued and welcomed.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO PRAY (Matthew 7: 7-11)
Ask. Seek. Knock. God welcomes prayer. Be a persistent petitioner. God cares. He knows our

needs before we ask Him or seek His face.

GOLDEN RULE FOR LIFE IN THE KINGDOM (Matthew 7:12)
Do for others what you would expect them to do for you. This is the will of God.

TWO WAYS OF CHOICE (Matthew 7:13 and 14)
The narrow way leads to a life which pleases and depends upon the Lord. The broad way of

being independent from God leads to judgment and destruction. The narrow way following the Lord
is difficult and thus most people turn away from this way. Only few are willing to accept the ways of
the Lord and His Kingdom life. Few find righteousness and life. Yet, it is the one acceptable way to
the Father.

TRUE AND FALSE TEACHERS - BOTH KNOWN BY THEIR FRUITS (Matthew 7:15-23)
Take care - your life is showing! God will deal with the false teachers as the Tares eventually. Let

both grow together. It is damaging to unsettle the Wheat whilst trying to uproot the Tares. The New
Testament letters say expose them, but not remove them. They may hopefully remove themselves!



Matthew’s Gospel

Living Word Open Study Bible School, Bournemouth, England
Page 11 of 62

Verses 21-23 say, ‘beware false profession’, similarly. ‘Not everyone who says Lord, Lord, enters
the Kingdom of Heaven. Some ‘professors’ may cast out demons and do wonderful acts, prophesy
or teach in the name of Jesus. Jesus knows those who are His through redemption by the blood.
Let all who name Him, depart from iniquity and sin. The ultimate test is obedience to the Father’s
will. This not salvation by works, but it does teach that works are fruits or evidences found in the
true disciple, a true subject of the King and His Kingdom, giving all the honour and glory to the
King. To those who are not known by Him as His redeemed subjects He will say, ‘I never knew
you’, when He comes.

TRUE and FALSE FOUNDATIONS (Matthew 7:24-29)
Anyone who would become a true disciple is to build real Kingdom life on the Rock, Christ Jesus.

He is the only solid foundation, eternal and true. (Ephesians 2:19-22). This is the only foundation
which can stand during all the storms of life here in this world, being ready in this life for the
Kingdom life, beginning even now.

This is a masterful address, having the stamp of Divine authority because it is given by the Divine
Son and King. Never had such words been heard in Israel. The teaching of Christ is the Truth of
God and not as the Scribes who handed on down what they had been taught themselves.

THE CREDENTIALS OF THE KING (Matthew 8:1 - 9:38)
Could Jesus have the power to bring change and constitute His Kingdom?

THE AUTHORITY OF THE KING OVER DISEASE AND NATURE.
The principles of Kingdom life in chapters 5 to 7 are followed by the mighty works of Jesus as

credentials of His Messiahship and Kingship. These mighty works of Jesus are divided into three
sections.

THE KING DEMONSTRATES HIS POWER OVER DISEASE (Matthew 8:1 – 17)
Verse 18 summarises the purpose of Jesus, by referring to Isaiah 53:4 where the suffering

Messiah is prophesied to bear the sins and sicknesses of Israel. It would seem as though this
reference applied to Israel, because they were the credentials of Israel’s Messiah. The verses 4
and 5 of Isaiah 53 seem to relate to Israel initially as Isaiah was a prophet to Israel, with a
particular reference to the ‘chastisement of Israel’s peace’ was upon their suffering Messiah. No
other nation has ever had God’s peace upon them, only Israel. The statement in Isaiah 53:5, ‘with
His stripes we are healed’, can never be used by Gentiles to claim automatic physical healing from
all sicknesses. There is much sickness in the world, even among Christians. Yet, clearly this must
refer to spiritual healing of the broken relationship between sinners and a holy God, through the
vicarious suffering of the Messiah for the sins of Israel and the nations. ‘He bore the sins of many,’
(v12).

HEALING OF THE LEPER Matthew 8:1–4)
The leper addresses Jesus as ‘Lord’, recognising His deity and the Divine authority of Jesus. The

command to tell the priest of his cleansing and healing from leprosy was in obedience to the Law in
Leviticus 14. Jesus came to fulfil the law, not by-pass it. The priest must have been astounded by
the fact and evidence of the healing of a leper, also that Jesus touched him, producing the healing.
Touching a leper would render a person ceremonially unclean too, but Jesus touched the leper and
the healing came through direct contact. No leper in Israel had been healed, except Miriam and
Naaman, though he was a Syrian, but healed in Israel. (Miriam’s healing is in Numbers 12:10-15).

THE CENTURION’S SERVANT HEALED (Matthew 8:5–13)
The Roman officer exercised great faith, as expressed by Jesus, surpassing any faith in Israel.

The fact that he was a Gentile, considered unclean by the Jewish religious leaders and a Roman at
that, made all Israel rebuked for the sins of the nation. The centurion’s servant could have been a
boy slave (Greek: Pais). Jesus gave a strong comment concerning eligibility for entrance into the
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future Kingdom, namely, humble, believing, obedient faith in the King of the Kingdom. ‘The children
of the Kingdom (Israel) would be cast out unless they passed the criteria for entrance into the
Kingdom, as expressed by the centurion. Gentiles would be admitted instead. Jesus healed the
servant from a distance. He was healed at precisely the time Jesus commanded it. Faith like this
made entrance into the Kingdom available regardless of national, racial or geographical residence.
Eating a banquet pictured being in a Kingdom. Isaiah 25:6 and Matthew 22:1-14.

HEALING OF PETER’S MOTHER IN LAW (Matthew 8:14 and 15)
It is worth stressing the point that Jesus healed the outcast leper, also a despised Gentile Roman

centurion and then this woman. Jesus had blessed the outcast, the despised, the unimportant and
the excluded of society.

Matthew closed this group of healings with an evening of miracles, dealing with disease and
deliverance from demons, fulfilling Isaiah 53:4&5 as discussed above. Matthew continues to
emphasise that Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies, concerning miraculous works. These are
credentials of the Messiah.

COSTLY DEMANDS FOR DISCIPLESHIP (Matthew 8:18-22)
The Scribe made a strong, but perhaps rash statement about following Jesus. Could he identify

with Jesus who had no personal home and security? Another man wanted to follow Jesus, but put
his family first until he had no ties to keep him at home. Jesus must have priority over all other
claims on our lives. The term ‘Son of Man’ is used twenty-nine times in Matthew’s Gospel with
reference to the Messiahship of Jesus.

JESUS STILLS THE STORM (Matthew 8:23–27)
Jesus demonstrated His power over His own creation. Jesus rebuked the wind, but first rebuked

the fearful lack of faith in His disciples. How could they perish when Jesus was in the boat? The
death of the cross awaited Jesus. He was not to perish in the Sea of Galilee. The disciples were
amazed and full of awe at Jesus’ demonstration of controlling power. The change was so sudden
at His command with power over creation.

THE HEALING OF TWO DEMON POSSESSED MEN (Matthew 8:28-34)
From the dangers of a turbulent storm which Jesus caused to cease so abruptly, Jesus met two

men considered uncontrollable, being so fierce. Like the storm, they had a storm inside them which
only Jesus could deal with. The demons in the men recognised Jesus as the Son of God (v29).
Had Jesus come to torment them ‘before the time?’ The appointed time would be when Jesus
judges the fallen angels and also casts Satan into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10). Rather than
remaining disembodied, the demons requested entry into a herd of pigs owned by Gentiles on this
east side of Galilee, Gadara or area of the Gergesenes. Jesus was urged to leave that area by the
owners of the pigs. No doubt they were fearful of what had happened and did not want direct
confrontation with the demands of Jesus. They preferred swine to the Saviour and money instead
of the Messiah.

AUTHORITY OF THE KING TO FORGIVE SIN (Matthew 9:1-8)
Paralysed Man Healed and Forgiven.
Healing this man gave visible demonstration of the power of Jesus. The forgiveness of sin

provided no visible evidence of Jesus claim to forgive sin. There was no visible result. The
command of Jesus, saying, ‘arise and walk’, was linked with the forgiveness of sin. Sin cripples
lives. The visible power of Jesus proved the seeming invisible forgiveness of sin. The man’s sin
was linked with his paralysis. Jesus responded to the faith of those who brought him.

CALL OF THE MATTHEW (Matthew 9:9-17)
He is also called Levi (Mark 2 and Luke 5). He was hated by the Jewish people because he

served the Romans as a collector of taxes. He was wealthy because tax collectors kept some of
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the taxes which were usually overcharged. He left all this to follow Christ in obedience to the call to
do so and showed his intent by inviting many tax collectors and sinners of varying descriptions to
his home for a hospitality meal. Jesus was present with His disciples. A Pharisee criticised the
situation, questioning the disciples concerning Jesus, ‘why does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?’ Jesus replied that sinners have come to repentance. God loves to impart
mercy, Hosea 6:6, used again later in the Gospel. Jesus said that those who think they are without
the sickness of sin in their lives think they have no need of the Great Physician to heal and forgive
their sin-ridden lives. Those who know their sickness of sin in their lives come to Jesus to be made
whole. Jesus did not come to call the self-righteous person, they would not respond, not knowing
their need of Him. The Pharisee was instructed to ‘go and learn the truth of Hosea 6:6, ‘I desire
mercy and not sacrifice’.

In verses 14&15 John’s disciples came and questioned why Jesus’ disciples did not fast like they
did and also the Pharisees. Jesus replied that it is not fitting to mourn during the time when the
Bridegroom is with them, as at a wedding. Jesus prophesied that the days will come when the
Bridegroom is taken away (to death and then resurrection followed by ascension to heaven). Then
they would fast and mourn, being sad at His absence.

The legal and hypocritical attitudes of the Pharisees could not be applied to the coming new
Dispensation - which Jesus planned to introduce. It would be like adding new cloth to old worn out
garments and putting new wine into worn out expanded wineskins. The new cannot fit into the old.
All must become new, or the new will tear away from the old ways of worn out religion. The new
cannot be contained in the worn out unfitting wineskins, already expanded and cannot stretch to
incorporate and accommodate new wine - the new ways of either the Church or the Kingdom new
life. The old cannot adapt to the new. The old must be discarded like a worn out cloth and
stretched wineskins. Formal man-made legalised religious hypocrisy is incompatible with the fresh
new wine of new life in the Church by the Spirit of God, or life in the future Kingdom. New wine of
grace could not be poured into skin-bottles of the legality of religion, apostatised Judaism, bound
up by man-made laws, over six hundred, far in excess of the ten commandments.

A WOMAN HEALED AND A DAUGHTER RAISED BACK TO LIFE (Matthew 9:18-26)
The woman’s faith, even to touch Jesus’ clothing brought her healing. Mark 5:30 adds what Jesus

said, ‘who touched me?’, knowing that virtue to heal and power had gone out from Him without
Jesus even consciously engaging the woman in conversation before healing - an unusual event.
Jesus spoke comforting words, reassuring her, concerning her healing from Him.

Jesus continued to Jairus’ house, who was ruler of the synagogue, probably next door to the
synagogue and near Peter’s mother in law’s house. (The ruins of these buildings are to be seen
today in Capernaum). (See 9:1). Jesus said his daughter was ‘sleeping’, (Greek: Katheudo,
meaning though she was dead, He would raise her up to life, like waking her up from sleep). It is
worth noting that Jesus put those who mocked out of the house. They would not be favoured by
the Grace of Jesus. The news of this incident spread rapidly.

THE HEALING OF TWO BLIND MEN (Matthew 9:27-31)
The two blind men called Jesus ‘Son of David’. They also believed that Jesus could give them

their sight. Both of their acts of faith understood Jesus to be the Messianic King. So, Jesus
responded and gave them their sight. Note that Jesus tested the men, requiring their persistence.
So they entered the house where Jesus was as an extra step showing persistent faith. Jesus
demanded secrecy, but the men could not keep quiet. Jesus did not want to be considered a
‘circus performer’ of miracles for people who just wanted healing only. He had so much more to
offer.

ANOTHER DEMON-POSSESSED MAN DELIVERED (Matthew 9:32-35)
The man was dumb. Jesus delivered the man from the demon who had deprived him of speech.

The people were so amazed saying, ‘nothing like this has happened before in Israel’. Of course
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not. When we reach chapter 12 we shall see a similar situation when again the unbelieving
Pharisees accused Jesus of working by Satan’s power.

JESUS’ COMPASSION UPON THE CROWDS (Matthew 9:36-38)
Jesus teaches and preaches the Gospel of the Kingdom, healing much sickness and disease,

again proving who He was. The crowds only wanted physical healing, not wanting their spiritual
needs met - no repentance or turning from their ways to follow Jesus is recorded here.

In chapter 11 the hardness of rejection sets in and chapter 12 produces Jesus’ condemnation of
that generation, especially the religious leaders who led the people against Jesus.

The consequence is that Jesus, the Messiah King of Israel, turns from the unbelieving nation of
Israel and introduces the Kingdom of Heaven through the parables of chapter 13. Jesus had been
preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven and teaching the principles of the Kingdom up to
this time quite openly, offering the Kingdom to Israel. The change which came, as recorded in
chapter 13, relates to the ‘mystery form’ of the Kingdom, not revealed in the Old Testament, thus
the word ‘mystery’ is used. This is the ‘mystery form’ of the Kingdom, as it will exist between the
first and second comings of Jesus, in contrast to the Millennial Kingdom which was predicted in the
Old Testament and will be brought into being by King Messiah Jesus following His second coming
to this earth.

THE APOSTLES GIVEN AUTHORITY AND SENT OUT - ONLY TO ISRAEL (Matthew 10:1-23)
The King gave the commission to preach, power to heal and power to cast out unclean spirits, but

to go only to the ‘lost sheep of the house of Israel’ (v6). The Apostles also preached the same
message as John and Jesus, ‘the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand’. They were to ‘heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead and cast out demons’ (v7&8). The Apostles were not to make
any provision for their well-being, but rather to depend upon others to meet their needs. This was
quite a test of trust in their Messiah King, as they went out to serve Him and His Kingdom. They
were to respond with blessing upon those homes who received them well. If they were refused and
rejected they could pronounce judgment upon any home hostile to their message. Sodom and
Gomorrah would fare better on judgment day. Sodom and Gomorrah had not been so privileged as
the people in Israel. Like Jesus, the Apostles faced hostility - sheep among wolves, but they should
be wise and harmless. If they were faced with trials, God the Father would give them the right
words to utter. Persecution would come, even within families. In verse 23(b) Jesus says, ‘you will
not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes’. This seems to anticipate
the second coming of Christ, and views the entire Church Age as a parenthesis not taken into
consideration in this prophecy. This is precisely what the Old Testament prophets announced, as
they knew nothing of the Church Age. It was a mystery, not revealed to the Old Testament
prophets and as Jesus and the Apostles were still preaching the Kingdom of Heaven message,
calling the lost sheep of the house of Israel to repentance and to receive their King who would
bring in the Kingdom if received, the continuing truth about the Kingdom was announced,
considering the Church as a mystery. At this particular time in their calling to be disciples, the
Apostles had not been taught about a coming Church Age. We will find this when we reach chapter
16:18 where the word ‘Church’ is mentioned for the first time by Jesus, which He intends to bring
into being when He speaks of the future, saying, ‘I will build my Church’.

COST AND REWARD OF DISCIPLESHIP (Matthew 10:24-42)
Discipleship continues until the Son of Man comes again. Jesus said He brought a sword rather

than peace, even to the dividing of families over allegiance to Himself. This related to the purpose
of His first coming. Peace would come at His second coming, with great changes to secure that
peace. His disciples will also be accused of being in league with Satan, Beelzebub, as Jesus was.
Disciples are to speak fearlessly, even under threat of death. The Father knows and cares about
what His children endure. Confessing Christ before men will guarantee Christ acknowledging them
to His Father in approval. Denial of Him brings denial from Jesus also. The disciples must love the
Lord first, whatever the cost and above all others, taking up their cross, thus becoming worthy of
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the Lord’s approval. He who receives a disciple receives Christ the Son and also the Father and
will be rewarded, even those who care for Christ’s own disciples.

JESUS ANSWERS JOHN THE BAPTISER’S QUESTION (Matthew 11:2-15)
John anticipated the emancipation of Israel now that the King was present, even though he had

called Jesus the ‘Lamb who takes away the sins of the world’. The cross must come before the
crown. Perhaps that is why John raised the question, how could the suffering Messiah eventually
become the sovereign Messiah? The King would be rejected so how would the Kingdom come
eventually? How would He conquer His enemies and then reign? Is Jesus the promised King?
Jesus’ reply in verse 5 would reassure John that Jesus was truly the one who proved His
Messianic credentials by His actions, fulfilling Isaiah 35v5 and 6, ‘the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then the lame shall leap like a deer and the
tongue of the dumb sing’.

Matthew 11:6 tells of Jesus blessing those who are not confused, bewildered or offended by the
apparent delay in fulfilling Old Testament prophecies of Divine judgments. It is interesting that later
in the same chapter Jesus does pronounce judgments on cities of Galilee which had witnessed His
power, heard His teaching, but had rejected Him.

Jesus acknowledges John having the unique and special role of being the prophesied
messenger, coming to herald the Messiah. In verse 10 Matthew quoted Malachi 3:1, ‘behold, I
send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you’. John was coming to
be the herald to the Messiah Jesus. John is acknowledged by Jesus to be greater than all the
preceding prophets, who had prophesied of the Messiah’s coming. Christ’s servants, living and
serving Him in the realm of the Millennial Messianic Kingdom will be even greater than John as the
Kingdom will be the complete fulfilment of Messianic prophecy. John’s fearless witness resulted in
him being imprisoned and then put to death. Jesus said that John was strong. He was not a reed
bending in the wind. The Kingdom of heaven was violently opposed in John’s time and now Jesus’
time - both men died violent deaths. John was so commended that Jesus declared John to be a
prophet having the courage and character like that of Elijah whose ministry and condemnation of
Ahab and Jezebel was identical with John’s condemnation of Herod and Herodias, his brother’s
wife, whom Herod had taken for himself.

Verse 17 is an illustration of the near total lack of response to the message demanding
repentance and change of heart in the people. They only harshly criticised and rejected the
message of the Kingdom of Heaven near at hand by the presence of the King.

Verses 18 and 19 show how John and Jesus were both accused of working by Satan’s power
and that John was accused of being empowered by a demon. Jesus was also accused of keeping
company with drunkards, sinners and tax collectors, thus being like them.

JUDGMENT ON UNREPENTANT CITIES (Matthew 11:20-24)
Mighty works and teaching had brought very little response, so Jesus pronounced woes on

Chorazin and Bethsaida. Tyre and Sidon, cities outside Israel and outside the blessings of the
Abrahamic Covenant, would have repented had they witnessed what these cities had witnessed,
Capernaum even more so. Jesus had lived, spoken and did mighty works there. The judgment on
Sodom will not be so great as it will be on Capernaum, because of all that Capernaum had seen
and heard from the Messiah in their midst. The cities of Galilee today are in ruins as predicted.

INVITATION TO PERSONAL DISCIPLESHIP (Matthew 11:25-30)
Jesus thanked His Father for those who had child-like faith, receiving Divine revelation

concerning His Son. Unbelief is not intelligent in the light of revelation concerning God the Father
and God the Son. The Father reveals Divine wisdom to those who trust Him, but denies and hides
truth from the wise of this world. Verse 27 reveals the indissoluble union and equality between
Father and Son and their harmony of purpose for the redemption of those who respond to the
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invitation and receive revelation. Only the Father and the Son know the uniqueness of their Being
in the Godhead and those to whom the Son gives revelation. The gracious invitation follows on in
verse 28. Needy souls find relief of burden by coming to the Saviour, becoming His own redeemed
disciples.

ACCUSATION OF VIOLATING THE SABBATH (Matthew 12:1-14)
In verses 1 and 2 the Pharisees accuse the disciples of harvest work on the Sabbath by plucking

ears of corn, work having been forbidden on the Sabbath (Exodus 20:10). This was no accusation
of stealing as plucking a few ears was permitted (Deuteronomy 23:23). Jesus defended His
disciples by referring to David receiving from the priest bread from the table of shewbread when it
was replaced by fresh shewbread, even though the priests alone could eat it, for it was considered
holy. David was not condemned because satisfying hunger was more important than legally
observing a technicality of the Law. Another important parallel of using David as an example
should be considered. David was hungry because he was rejected and persecuted by Saul. Jesus
was also rejected and persecuted and He is a King also.

Even the priests ‘broke’ the Law in many of their duties. Even sacrifices and offerings were made
on the Sabbath. This is found in Numbers 28:8 to 10, according to the commands of God! This was
work on the Sabbath for the priests on receiving offered sacrifices from the people. They were not
condemned either. Verses 6 to 8 show that Jesus is greater than the Temple. Matthew 12:8 says,
‘for the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath’. Religious authorities considered sacrifice more
important than showing mercy. Jesus used Micah 6:6 to 8 and Hosea 6v6 to declare God’s
statement on the issues argued about. Bitter opposition and conflict grew by each incident.

JESUS IS ACCUSED OF VIOLATING THE SABBATH BY HEALING (Matthew 12:9-14)
The Pharisees seized another opportunity to oppose Jesus by asking the question whether it was

lawful to heal on the Sabbath (v10), in order to accuse Jesus and oppose Him. The religious
leaders of Israel developed a method of testing whether erroneous teaching was being
disseminated at any time. First there would be the investigation of a person, followed by an
interrogation of any such person. In this case it was Jesus under scrutiny. Jesus was not following
the line of Pharisaic Judaism. He was not accepting Pharisaic authority either. He was teaching, in
their view, contradiction to their interpretation of Mosaic Law. He had repudiated Pharisaism in two
ways: first, as a proper interpretation of the righteousness which the Law demanded; and second,
as the kind of righteousness necessary for entering the Kingdom. Jesus was questioned and
interrogated everywhere He went.

Was the man in need of healing brought there to create a clash and condemnation by the
religious leadership? Jesus wisely said that a man would rescue an animal in danger on the
Sabbath. This suggested the question - is not human life and need more precious? It is lawful to do
good (heal) on the Sabbath (v12). This was Jesus’ wise summary of the incident. Having said that,
Jesus healed the crippled man’s hand. The Pharisees neither had Scripture, nor reason, to deny
that this was a miraculous Divine work. Their only attitude, as a result, was to plan to destroy Jesus
(v14). How similar was this reaction to the brothers of Joseph in Genesis 37:8, in response to
Joseph relating the dream he had of the sheaves bowing down to his sheaf, followed by the dream
of the sun, moon and eleven stars bowing down to him. Verse 8 says, “his brothers said to him
(Joseph), ‘shall you indeed reign over us? Shall you indeed have dominion over us?” So they
hated him even more for his dreams and for his words’. We know from Biblical interpretation,
Joseph is a marvellous type of Christ, knowing all that had happened to him had a parallel in
Jesus.

JESUS HEALS THE CROWDS, BUT DEMANDED SECRECY (Matthew 12:15-21)
Matthew links this with Isaiah 42:1-3, “Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom

My soul delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. He will
not cry out or raise His voice, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed He will
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not break, and smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth.” Verse 4 goes
on to suggest, prophetically also, concerning the coming Kingdom Christ Messiah will bring in upon
His return. ‘He will not fail or be discouraged, till He has established justice in the earth; and the
coastlands shall wait for His law.’ Matthew summarises these events by stating in verse 21, ‘In His
name Gentiles will trust’.

PHARISEES ACCUSE JESUS OF HEALING BY SATANIC POWER (Matthew 12:22-37)
Jesus delivered a man from demon possession. The demons had caused the man to become

blind and dumb. Only the Messiah could cast out demons causing dumbness. Pharisees and
Rabbis and those who followed them could cast out demons (v27). However, in casting out
demons, the exorcist would demand to know the demon’s name and by using the demon’s name,
cast the demon out from the man. Jesus asked the name of the demon his name which indwelt the
demoniac recorded in Mark 5. The demon reply was, ‘my name is legion’. The Pharisees and
others could not cast out the demon who caused dumbness, because the demon could not use the
man’s voice to name himself! There was no way for communication between religious leaders and
the demon, to find out the demon’s name! The Rabbis taught, however, that when the Messiah
came, He would be able to cast out such a demon who caused dumbness. When Jesus had cast
out this demon, no wonder the crowds were amazed and exclaimed, ‘could this be the Son of
David’ - meaning the Messiah.

The crowds had always followed the way of their religious leadership. How easy, therefore, was
it to raise up strong opposition against Jesus. The evidence of this is the time leading up to Jesus’
crucifixion, when the people said, ‘upon our own heads be His blood’. That responsibility brought
the judgment of God upon that generation , the Temple and Jerusalem. History verifies this by the
destruction brought about by the Romans in AD 70.

Demons cast out must be the work of the Spirit of God, through the Son of God, by the power of
God and the will of the Father. Thus the Kingdom of God is present among the people then (v28).

Christ had ‘bound the strong man’ having power over the demonic realm, illustrating His
Messianic Kingly power. Jesus demonstrated the full nature of His Person, power, Messiahship
and Kingship of His Kingdom by this crowning act. How could He be working by Satan’s power.
That would divide Satan’s kingdom. This act finally brought out the reaction of rejection by Israel’s
leaders and subsequently the people.

The final break between Israel and her Messiah King had become clear and the ‘die was cast’.

The Pharisees were guilty of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (v31 and 32). To that generation, this
was the unforgivable sin. A tree is known by its fruit - good or bad (v33-37). That generation had
declared its decision about Jesus. Jesus was a ‘bad tree’ in their opinion. Such error of judgment
sealed their fate. In fact, that generation of Israel and her leaders especially were the ‘bad tree’.
Had not Jesus said, ‘every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire’(
Matthew 7:19). That would be fulfilled in AD 70. Had not John the Baptist said, ‘every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Even now the axe is laid to the root of
the trees’ (Matthew 3:10). That generation was the ‘bad tree’ and ‘bad fruit’ came from it. Both
John and Jesus called the Pharisees poisonous and venomous snakes.

Their very words would bring condemnation on judgment day. Verse 37 of Matthew 12 says, ‘by
your words you will be justified and by your words you will be condemned.’ The axe was indeed
laid to the very roots of Pharisaic Judaism.

What is the unpardonable sin in this context? It is the national sin of Israel at that time and
cannot be applied to any other Jewish generation or to any other people other than the Jewish
people. Certainly not Christians or Gentiles. The unpardonable sin was the rejection of Israel’s
Messianic King by Israel’s leaders and subsequently and eventually, the people of Israel of that
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generation, in the light of the Biblical truth that here was Israel’s Messiah, displaying His
credentials before their eyes, and they declared that he did this miraculous Divine work by Satan’s
power. Beelzebub is a combination of two Hebrew words Baal - zebub meaning ‘lord of the flies’.
They declared Jesus Himself to be demon-possessed!

Jesus often used the phrase ‘this generation’ when pronouncing their sin or a judgment upon
that generation of Israel, which witnessed so much of His power and heard His teaching. This
meant that that generation of Israel, of His day, was under judgment and that the Kingdom
promised was now postponed until a much later generation, after the Church Age is completed.
The Kingdom would be brought in at the second coming of the Christ and would be offered to the
surviving generation which would witness His coming and the setting up of His Millennial reign and
Kingdom. In other words this would be the Millennium generation of Israel.

PHARISEES SEEK A SIGN TO VALIDATE JESUS’ CLAIMS (Matthew 12:38- 45)
There would be no sign given to such people, supporting Jesus’ own words in chapter 7:6, ‘give

not that which is holy unto the dogs (initially, meaning Gentiles), neither cast your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you’. The only sign given
was Jonah - a type of death over three days followed by the resurrection of Jesus. Jonah being a
‘type’ for Jesus. Verse 40 says, ‘as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great
fish; so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth’. Nineveh, a
heathen, hostile enemy of Israel, repented from the king downwards and the judgment threatened
was removed for that time. Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah, but a greater than Jonah
was present (v41). The queen of Sheba (south) came all the way from Ethiopia to hear Solomon’s
wisdom, but a greater than Solomon was present. Jesus was a greater prophet and a greater King,
yet Israel and her leaders hardened their hearts in rejection.

Here was the turning point as Jesus postponed His Kingdom until a future generation of Israel
would repent and receive Him as their King, Messiah and Redeemer. Belief among the Gentiles
like the Ninevites, the queen of Sheba and in this Gospel, the Centurion, condemned Israel for her
unbelief.

Verses 43-45 show that religion is empty formality without the life-giving power of God in the life
of the believer. Should a man be delivered from evil and cleansed, swept clean enough, only to
perform religiously without being born again by the Spirit of God, evil spirits enter into the empty
man and he would be in a worse state than at the beginning. The empty religion of the Pharisees
leads to greater spiritual bondage and final condemnation on the judgment day to come. Religion
through self-effort is rejected by God.

TRUE DISCIPLESHIP IS THE NEW RELATIONSHIP (Matthew 12:46-50)
Jesus’ family wanted to see Him. Jesus said that only those who do the Father’s will are in His

family. Discipleship is needed above all earthly ties or religious pedigree within Israel. The Apostle
Paul says in Romans 9:6, ‘they are not Israel, which are of all Israel’. This means there is a
difference between Israel after the flesh and those Jewish people who, through faith, obtain
salvation. The latter are truly of Abraham’s spiritual seed. Thus there is the vital difference between
natural and spiritual Israel among the Jewish people. Disciples will do the will of the Father.

MATTHEW 13
Matthew chapter 13 introduces a new section and division of the Gospel of Matthew. Jesus

relates the problem of what will happen after His return to heaven, having been rejected as Israel’s
King. Jesus anticipated His rejection and therefore the establishing of the Kingdom of Heaven
would be postponed. He would be rejected, killed and rise after three days and return to heaven
having accomplished all that He was sent to do, i.e. to obtain and establish the way of forgiveness,
cleansing, salvation and eternal life for repentant sinners, granting them acceptance and a
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welcome entrance into heaven, the Kingdom of God and also the Kingdom of Heaven - the reign of
Christ on earth upon His return. Saints - believers who had died, and also living saints who had
been caught up in the Rapture, will return with Him to reign and to rule upon this earth.

The postponement can be understood from the human side. The Divine side would indicate that
all that has happened is in the will of God. There is no delay because salvation has come,
especially for Gentiles, in addition to Jewish people. God’s plans do not change, or get delayed,
from His viewpoint. Remember the children of Israel at Kadesh Barnea, on their way to Canaan
(Israel) had their entrance in to the Promised Land delayed because of unbelief, until the
succeeding generation. If they had believed and obeyed God they would have entered the land
immediately. The rejection of Christ, the Messiah King and Redeemer of Israel was essential and
in God’s programme. The Church would come in and would be eventually completed before God
resumes His dealings with Israel and bring in the Kingdom of Heaven upon Christ’s return. The
Jewish generation of that future day will see Him whom they had pierced (Zechariah 12:10) and
one third of the nation will be saved and become the nation Israel in that future day.

In Matthew chapter 13 we have a new method of teaching which Jesus had not used before,
also a new programme is intended. Jesus quotes Isaiah 6:9-10 in Matthew 13:13 and 14. “I speak
to them in parables, because seeing they see not and hearing they hear not, neither do they
understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which says, by hearing you shall hear, and
shall not understand; and seeing you shall see and shall not perceive.” This is to illustrate His new
teaching method - that the crowds will not understand because they had rejected Him. Parabolic
truth would only be explained to disciples - believers. Jesus withheld truth from the rest.

Jesus teaches using seven parables designed to reveal the mysteries of the Kingdom - truth not
revealed in the Old Testament, but now revealed at the right time - in the New Testament, e.g.
Colossians 1:26 “the mystery which has been hid from ages and generations, but now is made
manifest to His saints." A mystery is a truth difficult to understand - it simply had not been revealed
before and can only be understood within the framework of Divine revelation. We know that the Old
Testament revealed the Messianic Kingdom reign of Christ when He comes to reign as King on
David’s throne. Matthew chapter 13, however, presents a different form of the Kingdom - the
spiritual reign of Christ during His physical absence before His coming to earth again. The mystery
of the Kingdom portrayed through seven parables of Matthew 13 cover the period between Christ’s
first coming and His second coming. The Millennial Kingdom will follow on from His second
coming. The seventh parable of Matthew chapter 13 relates to the final separation of people by
God’s judgment, relating to the prospect of the Kingdom of Heaven being set up. Unbelievers and
believers are separated. The ‘good’ fish (believers) are gathered first in contrast to the ‘Wheat and
the Tares’.

In his commentary on Matthew’s Gospel, John Walvoord says on page 99, ‘some have found it
difficult to harmonize the concept that truth is revealed in such a way that unbelievers cannot
understand it. The point is that there is a long background of unbelief and disregard of
previous revelation. Accordingly, when additional revelation is given to believers, it is couched in
terms that only they will understand. In a sense, unbelievers have sinned away their day of
opportunity. It is in keeping with the principle that darkness follows light that has been rejected’.

In the parable of the Sower most people reject truth. There is no universal reception of truth as
Postmillenialists teach. The parables teach a mixture of believers and unbelievers - the character
of this present age between Christ’s two advents, especially in Christendom.

The parable of the Wheat and the Tares deals with two types of seed in character rather than
how the seed is received and believed or not. The ‘Tare’ is the Palestinian Darnel, a type of rye
grass which grows up with the wheat. One side effect of the Darnel seed is that it is subject to a
parasite fungus, which infects the seed and is poisonous to both men and beasts. (Zondervan’s
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Pictorial Dictionary, S.V. “Tares”. Unger’s Bible Dictionary, pp.1144 - 45). The Palestinian Darnel is
identical in appearance in the early growth of the blade of green leaf, but when the ear of Wheat is
formed, the Palestinian Darnel ends up in a flower form and is then easily identified. By their fruits
you will know or identify them. Note that this parable does not deal with the Church Age specifically
between Pentecost and the Rapture of the true Church, but with the whole span of the mystery
form of the Kingdom during the King’s absence. So, the Post-tribulationalist argument that the
Rapture occurs after the Great Tribulation, in connection with the establishment of the Kingdom of
Heaven, cannot be established. The Rapture of the true Church is not considered at all. It is not in
the Biblical context.

An acceptable conclusion of the parables generally is that the order of events is the destruction
of the unbelieving wicked and the welcome acceptance of the righteous believers into the
Messianic Kingdom, i.e. the Millennium. Note that the Tares are destroyed before the Kingdom is
brought fully in.

In the parable of the Mustard seed, the Greek word for smallest is ‘mikroteron’ which has a
comparative sense and should be ‘smaller’ and not ‘smallest’, though it is ‘very small’. The gradual
development of ‘monster Christendom’ is in direct contrast with the Millennial Kingdom which
Christ will bring in abruptly and suddenly. Evil will permeate Christendom and will fully develop into
‘full-blown’ Apostasy, especially after the Rapture of the true Church. The teaching of the Mustard
tree is parallel with the teaching of the Leaven in the next parable, The truth of the growth of evil
within the mystery form of the Kingdom is the basic theme of Matthew 13, ending in judgment. The
professing Church of Christendom is permeated by evil and unsound doctrine, externalism and
ritual, unbelief and worldliness which will end through Divine judgment. Even true believers can be
influenced and contaminated by all this.

These last three parables reflect the Divine viewpoint whereas the former four parables reflect
the historic human viewpoint. The Dragnet parable, the last parable, is similar in teaching to the
parable of the Sheep and the Goats in Matthew chapter 25.

To understand the parables requires a wide perspective, understanding the revelation of God’s
purpose in this present Age and history. Disciples did not know the inter - advent period, i.e. the
period between the first and the second coming of Christ - the Church Age. This Church Age was
indeed the mystery not revealed in the Old Testament.

PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM (Matthew 13)
These seven parables were spoken by Jesus on the same day, 13:1, as the controversy with

and rejection by the Pharisees who had committed the unpardonable sin of accusing Jesus of
working miracles in the power of Satan, when that particular miracle of casting out a dumb demon
could only be the work of the Messiah. The Pharisees knew this and yet still rejected the obvious
fact that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. This has been discussed above, regarding 12, in
considerable detail.

Jesus went out of the house where he had been staying and sat by the sea. Crowds came to
hear Jesus, so that it was necessary that Jesus went into a ship, probably a little way from the
shore and spoke in parables for the first time to the crowds. After relating the first parable, the
parable of the Sower, His disciples came to Jesus asking Him why he spoke in parables. In
Matthew 13:11 Jesus gives an important reply. ‘because it is given to you (disciples) to know the
mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven ,but to them it is not given. Reason: the rejection of Jesus,
which is bringing many changes at this point. Jesus, the King of the Kingdom of heaven has now
rejected that generation of Israel. Here is a new departure in Christ’s teaching method: parables.
See reference above to Jesus’ use of Isaiah 6:9-10 in Matthew 13:13 and 14. Jesus goes on to
say, as recorded in verse 15, ‘for the heart of this people has grown dull. Their ears are hard of
hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their
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ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn so that I should heal them.’ Luke 8:18
says similarly, ‘take heed therefore how you hear, for whoever has, shall have more given him, and
whoever has not (meaning not having been willing to see, hear and receive), from him shall be
taken even that which he seems to have’. Jesus goes on to say to His disciples, as in verse 16,
‘but blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear’. The ‘mysteries of the
Kingdom’ are revealed to believers. Matthew 13:34-35 sum up the parables after Jesus had uttered
the first four parables in public, ‘ Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables and without a parable He
did not speak to them: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open
my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the
world.’ (It is interesting to note that this quotation comes from Psalm 78:2). Symbolically speaking,
Jesus had moved away from the ‘house’ of Israel and would go to the ‘sea’ of the Gentiles. The
word ‘sea’ is often used to infer the Gentiles or masses of humanity, i.e. Gentiles. For example,
Revelation 13:1 says, ‘I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea …’
This would infer that the Antichrist, first beast, would come up from the mass of Gentiles, the last
form of Gentile world power, headed up by the political Antichrist. Daniel 7:2&3 say, ‘the four winds
of heaven strove on the great sea. The four beasts came up out of the sea’. Revelation 17:15 also
says, ‘the waters which you saw, where the whore sits, are peoples and multitudes, nations and
tongues.’ (This is not the place to discuss whether the political Antichrist is Jewish or Gentile). The
‘sea’ implies the restlessness of striving godless humanity in the end times. Matthew 13:47, the last
parable of the Drag-net also says, ‘the net was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind,’
(good and bad for the angels to sort out at the very end. This is not involving the Church, but rather
events at the end of the Great Tribulation).

Note again, that there were no parables in the previous twelve chapters of Matthew. This is a
new method of Jesus’ teaching. The seven parables of Matthew 13 divide into 4 and 3. The total of
seven parables infers completeness. The first four were spoken on the seashore. The next three
were spoken privately to His disciples in the house. The first four give us the external view of the
history of Christendom and beyond Apostasy to the final judgment. The last three are, in contrast,
internal and thus spiritual. The first four parables are divided into two pairs giving the individual
aspect. The second pair are collective and corporate. The first four show the failure of human
responsibility in response to the Gospel of Salvation. The next two, the fifth and sixth parables
show Christ’s fruitful work. The seventh parable relates to the final separation at the end, at which
judgment comes. Thus the seven parables show the completeness of the purposes of God
between the two advents of Christ.

The first four parables: Failure of human responsibility: hardness of heart.
The parables are so well known that only brief comment will be made in most cases.

First parable. Note the decreasing response through Christendom’s history. Then, only one
quarter respond within that decreasing response! What failure considering the massive sowing of
the seed!

In the second parable note that the crop is infiltrated with the enemy’s seed!
In the third parable the growth of Christendom to monstrosity gives room for Satan’s men

lodging in the branches, (the birds, translated from the same Greek word which is used in the first
parable for the birds which snatch away the seed). What a hiding place and shelter for Satan’s
agents!

In the fourth parable we find growing corruption having set in at an early stage, growing towards
total corruption.

Note particularly that in the first parable the Seed is the Word. In the second parable, the seed,
which is good and bad, are the people.
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In the parable of the Sower, or better, parable of the Four Soils (v3-9), the explanation is only
given to the disciples privately (v10 and 18-23).

In the parable of the Tares (v24-30), the explanation is also given privately to His disciples in
verses 37-43, following the request of the disciples for an explanation from Jesus, after Jesus had
sent the crowds away and entered into the house, privately with His disciples (v36). This is very
significant, following the explanations for this privacy given above.

Christendom is a ‘mixed multitude’. The true and the false live side by side within Christendom.
The field here represents the religious world of Christendom, not false religions, though
Christendom will finally embrace false religions of the world. Note the Tares are sown at night, and
are many, are to be bound in bundles. Satan works within, copying God’s work as an angel of light,
his ministers posing as ‘ministers of righteousness’ (2Corinthians 11:4, 13-15). Prominence is
given in this parable to the abundance of Tares, occupying the larger portion of the field of the
religious world of Christendom. Note the order in the end, gather the Tares for bundling together,
leaving the wheat distinct, ready for ‘garnering’ to be taken to be with the Lord, clearly gathered
into the ‘barn’ before the Tares are burned (Matthew 15:13). The separation of the Tares is IN the
field, bundling them together in their Apostate system churches. No actual casting of them into the
fire at this preliminary stage. Rapture is before judgment (1Thessalonians 4 and 5:5-6).

Parable of the Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31-32). Note that the popular and current
explanation of this parable suggests the glorious triumph of the Gospel message in the hearts of
vast numbers from mankind in the world. This is not so, if we take this as one of a whole series of

seven parables illustrating the same truth, consistent and harmonious throughout. In the first
parable we found little success, with the field unfavourable soil for the seed, with decreasing
harvest yield. In the second, the field was largely overgrown with the Tares, continuing and
growing until harvest-time. Can the third parable be meant to be different - NO - it must be

consistent with the others in the group! In Matthew 7:13-14 we found that only few found the way to
life in Christ. It is the same with Israel, only a remnant nation will be saved to live and serve under

their coming King. Even Elijah was concerned that he was all alone, on his own. However, the
LORD told him that there are seven thousand who had not bowed the knee to Baal, but that was

only a remnant within the nation then. Even the Apostle Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit said in
1Corinthians 1:26-31 that not many experience salvation, so that ‘man cannot glory in the flesh’.

The ‘tree’ in the Mustard Tree parable is not the strangers and pilgrims down here but a system
whose roots and growth lie in the earth and world systems of life and growth. Actually, the Mustard
seed become only a shrub and not a tree in reality, in Israel. So the monstrous tree is unreal and a
‘fake’, a substitute for the real thing, like the Apostate system of Christendom rather than the real
Body of Christ. This ‘tree’ aims at greatness and great expansion of growth like business does,
becoming rich and powerful, especially today. We find this in Apostate Christendom. This began a
long time ago when the ‘seed’ was sown by the enemy to become this false ‘tree’. It has indeed
developed into a monster system of hideous growth called Christendom. Perhaps it could be called
the ‘whore’ instead of the Bride, i.e. a false wife. It is indeed an ‘Ecumenical tree’ which will even
yet develop more into a world religious system welcoming world religions into its branches also!
This will be a monstrosity indeed, but at the appointed time this monster of a tree religious system
will be chopped down and an axe laid to the roots of this tree also. Prophetically there could be a
link with Daniel 4:10-12 and 14. ‘Daniel saw and beheld a tree in the midst of the earth, and the
height was great. The tree grew and was strong and the height reached to heaven, (think of the
tower of Babel here, and that was Babylon, too!) and the sight to the ends of the earth. The leaves
were fair (like the deceiving Darnel) and the fruit much (many Tares sown) and it was meat for all:
the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls (birds) of heaven (how interesting, similar
to the Mustard tree parable) dwelt in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it.’ Verse 14 says, ‘the
watcher (angel)… cried aloud and said, hew down the tree and cut off its branches, shake off his
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leaves, and scatter the fruit, let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from its branches.
‘What did Jesus say concerning the Babylon religious system, the ‘mystery Babylon the great, the
mother of harlots and abominations of the earth’, in Revelation 17:5, followed by chapter 18:4,
‘come out of her my people, that you may not be partakers of her sins, and that you do not receive
her plagues’. We know that Nebuchadnezzar was that ‘tree’ in Daniel 4:22 and that he was cut
down to size. The monster system of ‘apostate religion’ will indeed be destroyed in God’s
purposes, even by the Antichrist to come! This will be a mighty earthly kingdom with man ruling,
not Christ.

Comparing Scripture with Scripture, the birds are like those in the Sower which snatch away the
seed. Remembering that these are Satan’s agents (13:32), the same Greek word rendered fowls,
or birds, in verse 4 which came down and ‘devoured them up’. Jesus explains in verse 19, ‘then
comes the wicked one and catches away that which was sown in the heart’. How then can this
‘tree’ represent the true Church and Body of Christ, whilst its branches afford shelter for Satan and
his agent emissaries? Satan has two tactics, attack from the outside, implied in the first parable of
the Sower, then attack from within, implied in the second, third and fourth parable. In these later
stages, Satan works from within. Satan moves worldly religious men to seek position inside
Christendom, the Apostate Church. They are buzzards in the branches, a fifth column treachery, a
Trojan horse.

Christianity ceased to be hated by the world and persecution stopped. The gulf between the
world and the Church was bridged, subtly ending some of the attack from the outside. The
despised and rejected Saviour became popular. An entertainment type of Christianity will produce
that kind of ‘Christian’(?). Distinctive truths of the true Christian faith and the person of Christ within
the Word of God were abandoned and these alone could bring salvation to sinners. The Gospel
became adulterated and the pilgrim character of the Christian ceased. This is progressively true
today and markedly so. Under these conditions, professing Christendom becomes great in the
earth, great in size in man’s eyes, but ‘spued out’ from the mouth of Christ (Revelation 3:16).
Caves and caverns gave way to church buildings and cathedrals, costly edifices and ornate
structures.

In these first three parables of Matthew 13 we see the sad prophesying of Jesus, the forecast of
developing evil religious structure within Christendom, from openly snatching away the seed,
through simulating and imitating the ‘good seed’ to corrupt Christianity giving shelter to Satan’s
ministers.

Parable of the Leaven (Matthew 13:33). This parable proves that the previous three parables
must be of the same pattern - the growth of the evil religion, within the true faith, mingled together,
but the evil religion growing alarmingly. In Mark 8:15 we find the words of Jesus, ‘take heed,
beware the leaven of the Pharisees, and the leaven of Herod.’ Here is the pronouncement of
corrupt religion and corrupt politics, often working together. Mark 3:6 had said that the Pharisees
and the Herodians plotted together how they might destroy Jesus.

Leaven is the word used, Biblically, for evil workings, corrupting evil influence working through
the meal, in the parable. ‘Meal’ represents the pure Truth of God. The permeating evil, growing and
growing until eventually the ‘whole lump’ is totally corrupted or made and seen to be evil.
Christendom will become totally corrupted by this evil leaven spreading throughout. Again, this is
not a picture of the growth of the true Church, similar to the Mustard tree, but again the
development of a monster, a deceiving religious structure, permeating throughout and spreading
worldwide. Leviticus 2:11 says, ‘no meal (meat) offering , which you bring to the LORD, shall be
made with leaven, for you shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD made
by fire.’ Leviticus 6:14-17 also contains similar truth, in that the priests were to eat the remainder of
offerings with unleavened bread. It shall not be baked with leaven. Galatians 5:9 says, ‘a little
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leaven leavens the whole lump’, or makes it evil and corrupt. When we get to Matthew 16:6 and 11
we shall find Jesus saying, ‘beware the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees’. The
Sadducees did not believe in resurrection life. The Apostle Paul says in 1Corinthians 5:6-8, ‘do you
not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump. Purge out the old leaven, that you may be a
new lump, as you are unleavened. Let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.’ Leaven
here symbolises the corrupting of God’s truth by the evil doctrine and practice being introduced,
and if unstopped, it will grow enormously! Here is the foreign element mingling and slowly
corrupting, gradually taking over the whole lump of Christendom. Leaven breaks fellowship
between God and man and also between man and man. In Luke 12:1 Jesus says that the leaven
of the Pharisees is hypocrisy.

While the Holy Spirit remains He hinders this corrupting influence, certainly preventing the whole
Body of Christ from becoming leavened, or corrupted. At the Rapture of the true Church the Holy
Spirit who hinders corruption will be removed from His universal working, worldwide. (His restricted
work will continue in the Great Tribulation; without Him there would be no possibility of salvation in
that time). At that time, in the near future probably, the remaining Apostate Christendom will
accelerate in growth and the whole body of world religion, embracing Christendom, will be
leavened and completely corrupted, as when salt is removed, which restrains corruption when in
use, the item will become unpalatable and fit only for throwing away. Nothing will be left to prevent
universal corruption, both in the world and in Christendom left behind. (Even the 144,000 Jewish
people saved in the Great Tribulation to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom, plus the two witnesses
in Jerusalem, will not be able to stem the tide of evil and deception. Their ministry is to preach for
salvation.)

These four parables actually teach the very opposite of what is generally taught in our churches
today, even in Evangelical churches.

Parable of the Hidden Treasure (Matthew 13:44). The first key to this parable is that it was
spoken by Christ after he had dismissed the crowds and taken His disciples into the house. They
must have been dismayed at the gloomy picture portrayed by Christ in the form of deterioration of
the Kingdom in the world after His departure. So Jesus took them aside and spoke in parable form
of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price, to reassure them of His great loving
purposes. Though the outward form of Christendom would develop so tragically, there would be no
failure on God’s part to save a Body and Bride for His Son, the true Church. In fact there are two
elect peoples, inexpressively precious in His sight - two realms of His dominion, earthly and
heavenly. Two distinct companies - one, the Treasure symbolising the literal nation of Israel,
hidden in the field. The other, the one pearl symbolising the one Body which has a heavenly
calling, citizenship and inheritance. The order of these next two parables is: ‘to the Jew first and
also to the Greek (Gentile)’. The Hidden Treasure in the field, the symbol of Israel is given before
the Pearl, the figure of the true Church.

Remember, in the first four parables, the Kingdom is as it appears in the world, seen by the
world. The last three parables of the Kingdom, is the Kingdom seen from God’s point of view. We
have God’s thoughts upon it. We are shown what God has in His Kingdom - a Hidden Treasure
and a Pearl of Great Price and worth.

The second key is the dividing line of four parables and then three parables.

Hidden Treasure. Exodus 19:5 is God’s voice to Israel. ‘If you will obey my voice, indeed, and
keep my Covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure to me above all people, for all the earth is
mine.’ Deuteronomy 14:2 says, ‘you are a holy people to the LORD your God, and the LORD has
chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples who are on the
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face of the earth.’ (NKJV). Psalm 135:4 says, ‘the LORD has chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for
His special treasure.’ (AV and NKJV).

These passages have no reference to the saints of this Age, or to the Church of this Dispensation
- the Church Age, but speak of an earthly Israel according to the flesh. In Isaiah 44:7 we read that
‘the LORD has appointed the ancient people and the things that are coming and shall come’. Israel
is God’s Treasure on earth, His earthly elect people. Never once in the 21 Epistles of the New
Testament is the word ‘Treasure’ used of the Church. The Treasure is hidden in the field,
earthly inheritance, the world. Believers in the true Church, Jew or Gentile, are God’s heavenly
people. The Church is called ‘ to seek those things that are above’ (Colossians 3:4). God found
Jacob ‘in a desert land and in a waste howling wilderness: He led him about, He instructed him, He
kept him as the apple of His eye’ (Deuteronomy 32:10). Israel had a lowly origin, hidden, buried in
a field, especially throughout all her dispersions in the world of nations. The finding of the Treasure
by Christ refers to the days of His earthly ministry to Israel, the Jewish people. Jesus said, as
recorded in Matthew 15:24, ‘I am sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel’. Christ the Man,
came to Israel and the Jewish people. His ministry was confined to them initially. Then the link was
broken temporarily, to be forged again at the end of the Church Age, for the remnant of the nation
according to Election. The remnant according to Grace are individual Jews saved now and added
to the Church, the Pearl of Great Price.

So, we have the Treasure hidden again when the link between Christ and Israel as a nation is
broken, for a time. Christ is rejected by Israel for the time of the Church Age. The nation is indeed
hidden in the field, ‘scattered and peeled’ among the nations of the earth - but they are coming
‘home’ to Israel from the four corners of the earth today. Oh, that the Jewish people - Israel - could
see their latter end, greater than the first. Deuteronomy 32:28-29 says, ‘Israel is a nation void of
counsel, neither is their any understanding in them. O that they were wise, that they understood
this, that they would consider their latter end!‘ Oh, that Christians would also see the latter end of
Israel whose glory will be greater than at first (Haggai 2:9 says, ‘the glory of this latter house shall
be greater than that of the former, says the LORD of Hosts: and in this place will I give peace, says
the LORD of Hosts’). In Deuteronomy 28:20 we read, ‘their Rock had sold them, and the LORD
had shut them up.’ Christ, their Rock, has given them up for a time, temporarily. He is also the
Rock of the true Church. The Treasure is hidden again. Consider the text of the parable again. He
purchases the field after the Treasure is hidden. Remember, the term ‘bidden’ implies judgment
and dispersion temporarily, throughout the whole earth. Now the Jewish people are returning to a
reconstituted Israel - the new nation - again, though they are regathered in unbelief In John 11:50-
54 we have the staggering statement of Caiaphas, the high priest. ‘It is expedient for us, that one
man should die for the people, that the whole nation perish not… he prophesied that Jesus should
die for that nation. But not for that nation only, but that He should gather together in one the
children of God that were scattered abroad. From that day on his enemies took counsel together to
put Him to death. Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews, but went into the
country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with His disciples.
Jesus died for two quite distinct companies, Jews and Gentiles (Acts 15:14-18). Jesus bought the
field because the Treasure was hidden in the field, the whole world. The Treasure is Israel
dispersed throughout the world, but now being regathered back home to Israel. He sold all - He
who was rich became poor and bought the field, gave His life’s blood. God gave His life in the
flesh. He gave it in order to buy the field. How precious must all humanity be in His sight, Israel and
Gentiles. The Jewish people do not enter into the value and benefits of Christ’s Atonement
collectively until after this Age is over. It is not until the Millennial Kingdom - the Kingdom of
Heaven - Christ’s rule on earth, that Israel will enjoy the benefits of that purchase of His. When He
has completed the Church Age He will pick up and continue His plans again for Israel as His
‘peculiar Treasure’, no longer hidden but displayed in the world, like the Church will be then, as His
Bride. Israel will be Jehovah’s restored Wife. Both are redeemed by the Lord - the Treasure, no
longer hidden, and the Pearl.
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The logical completion is the Man possessing what He has purchased. The Treasure has value
when it is owned, displayed and used. Christ the King hid it, purchased it, then plans to return to
own it and possess it. Yet in Matthew 13 this obvious completion is omitted. Why ? It lies
outside the scope and object of the teaching of Matthew 13. This chapter deals with the
mysteries of the Kingdom - the history of Christendom. It describes the cause of Christ on
this earth during His absence. Nothing. Therefore, is relevant in this parable about the
restoration of Israel and the Lord coming to possess His earthly Treasure. Only its
redemption is highlighted. The possession of His purchase comes after this Dispensation is over,
after the history of Christendom is over and complete, wound up and the Kingdom Age is
inaugurated, called the Millennium. See Isaiah 62:1-4 and Ezekiel 28:25-26; Amos 9:14 and 15.

The Pearl of Great Price (Matthew 13:45-46). The Merchantman had his heart set on buying
this Pearl. The Lord Jesus Christ desired to form a Church to be His Bride. He who was rich
became poor for our sakes, that we may become rich. He seeks us sinners afar off, Ephesians
2:17, to bring us near. He brings peace to those who are far off (Gentiles) and to those who are
near (Jewish people). In the first of this pair of parables, the Treasure was found, it did not need
seeking. It was already in the land when Christ became incarnate. The Jewish people were already
there in outward Covenant relationship with God, with the Word of God in their hands; the Temple
present in their midst and the Word of God made flesh dwelling among them in their midst as the
Redeemer Messiah King. The Gentiles needed to be sought for, they were so far off! O, the minute
accuracy of Scripture!

The Merchantman bought the Pearl. The Church was ‘redeemed with the precious blood of
Christ as of a lamb without blemish’ (1Peter 1:18 and 19). The Pearl is beautiful - consider the
accuracy, beauty and fullness, the completeness of the Pearl. Christ used this object for portraying
His Church in its ultimate beauty and completeness, becoming a Bride for Him. Remember that a
pearl is the product of living creature, but as a result of suffering. Even the Church must enter the
Kingdom of God through many tribulations (small ‘t’), Acts 14:22. The Church is formed as the fruit
of Christ’s suffering, anguish and travail of soul. A pearl is formed slowly and gradually. So likewise
the Church, has a long time to become complete. The pearl has a lowly origin - the bottom of the
sea in the mud and mire. Yet a precious gem is being formed and hidden too, unseen by the eye of
the man of the world. Colossians 3;3 says, ‘your life is hid with Christ in God.’ The Pearl is formed
in the ‘sea’ of the Gentiles, a point already discussed above. Isaiah 57:20 says, ‘the wicked are like
the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt’. In the eyes of God the
Church is an object of beauty and value, the object of His love, to be transformed into Christ’s
likeness of character quality. Ephesians 5:27 says, ‘that he might present a glorious Church to
Himself, not having sport or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without
blemish’. The true Church will be splendidly displayed to the world when the Church comes back
with Christ as His Bride. The Church is not ‘her own’ she is bought with a price (1Corinthians 6:20).

Parable of the Dragnet (Matthew 13:47-50) This parable determines who enters the Millennial
Kingdom of Heaven. Remember that the last three parables are seen from God’s standpoint. In the
Hidden Treasure - the Man bought the field. In the Pearl parable a Man sought for the Pearl.

If these seven parables give us a prophetical outline of the course of the Age of Christendom -
the history of professing Christianity throughout this Dispensation during the time of Christ’s
absence from the earth, one more parable is needed to complete the picture. In the fifth and
sixth parables Christ must work alone to purchase, but in the seventh parable He is pleased to call
His saints to work with Him, in the ‘sea of the Gentiles’. The net is cast, many kinds are gathered
but it is the good, the chosen, the elect are sought out. 2Timothy 2:10 says, ‘I endure all things for
the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory’. The net is cast at large, but with particular design in so doing. God’s elect are hidden in the
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‘sea’ unseen and unknown by man, God knows. In the net they are seen, but in the net are all
kinds, profession only in addition to the true (Jude 12). At the beginning of this Age, the Tares with
the Wheat. At the end - the Bad with the Good fish Matthew 15:13 says, ‘every plant which my
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted’. Romans 16:17 and 18 say, ‘now I urge you,
brethren, note those who cause division and offences contrary to the doctrine which you learned,
and avoid them. For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly,
and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.’ 2 John 10 says most
strongly, ‘if anyone comes to you and does not bring this (true) doctrine, do not receive him into
your house nor greet him’. The good fish are gathered for fellowship and separation out from the
world. The final destiny of good and bad is not mentioned, neither in the Wheat and Tares parable.
Execution of judgment is omitted. It is not for this Dispensation while the Church is on earth. God’s
judgments descend after the true Church is taken up. Tares are left in the field, the Bad fish are left
on the shore. Judgment occurs later, indicated by Christ’s interpretation given the parable itself.
The fishermen have nothing to do with the judgment. At the end of the Age, angels come and
sever the wicked from the just, but note the Good fish are gathered into vessels. Angels are
occupied with the wicked. The ‘just’ are the godly Jewish remnant (v49), who will be on the earth
after the Church Age. Note that the verse says, ‘the end of the Age’. The Church will be removed
just before the end of the Church Age, because Apostate Christendom will still be left behind upon
the earth. Angels are committed to judging professing Christendom without Christ’s salvation in
their lives, having been left behind unsaved - religious maybe, but not born again or redeemed and
ransomed by the purchasing power of the blood of Christ.

Matthew 13 contains seven parables. This means a completeness of plans and the carrying out
of those plans. It is also the total history of the Christian profession on earth throughout the
Age.

So, contrary to popular Evangelical teaching the history of Christendom gets worse and worse
until Christ spues out the whole system that bears His name - the Laodicean Apostate system
(Revelation 3) which has been developing from the beginning.

We have a complete outline picture of the planning of God through this Age and the history of
professing Christendom, deteriorating the whole time, but the Lord has never left this earth without
a witness, however small that witness becomes, especially in these End Times of this Age. We see
around us today a great falling away from the Truth of the Word of God, people believing a lie
(2Thessalonians 2:10 and 11).

The Kingdom for Israel was postponed for a time when Israel rejected her King. He temporarily
rejected them for a time until the Church Age becomes completed. Christ will come for His true
Church and Bride, then seven years later He will come to stand on the Mount of Olives and
become King of the Jews, Israel (Zechariah 14). Time has stood still for Israel because God’s
‘prophetic clock’ has stopped for this Age. It will begin to tick again when the final seven years
countdown begins and on into the Millennium.

There will be a Theocratic Kingdom ruled by Christ the King and Himself, not by man. The
promises of the Old Testament prophecies will be literally fulfilled, concerning this Kingdom of
Heaven, on earth. Prophetic promises given to Israel promise a golden age to come - a Millennium
of Christ’s rule and reign here as King of all kings on the earth, reigning from Jerusalem and over
the nations. We pray ‘thy Kingdom come’. The Millennial reign of Christ is to come. Acts 1:6
question will be positively answered. The Kingdom is only postponed and never cancelled. The
Church is not the Kingdom, yet the parables of the Kingdom in Matthew 13 are an illustration of
God’s overruling sovereignty, even though Christendom moves towards failure, Apostasy and
judgment. God is still King and sovereign ruler over His universe and earth in particular.
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CHRIST AGAIN REJECTED ON HIS FINAL VISIT TO NAZARETH (Matthew 13:53-58)
Verse 57 says, ‘they were offended in Him. Jesus said to them, a prophet is not without honour,

except in his own country, and in his own house.’ Verse 58 goes on to say, ‘He did not many
mighty works there because of their unbelief.’ Here is an illustration of Jesus being rejected by
nearly all the people in all the land. John 1:11 says, ‘He came to His own but His own did not
receive Him’.

THE MURDER OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (Matthew 14:1-12)
John the Baptist was outspoken in his condemnation of Herod marrying his brother’s wife,

Herodias, an adulterous relationship (v4), which leads to his murder.

THE REJECTION OF JESUS and HIS MESSAGE – THE PEOPLE HARDENED (Matthew
14:13)

THE FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOUSAND (Matthew 14:14-21)
The compassion of Jesus results in the feeding of the 5000, though he is rejected as King.

Matthew does not mention what John states in chapter 6:14 and 15, ‘when they saw the miracle
that Jesus did, said, it is true that prophet that should come into the world. When Jesus perceived
that they would come and take Him by force to make Him a king, He departed again into a
mountain Himself alone.’ Matthew probably does not mention these verses in John because
Matthew stresses the fact of the rejection of the King and the King had rejected Israel the people of
that generation and for the period of time, called the Church Age. Remember the temptations? The
way for this Dispensation is to go by the way of the cross, not kingship at this time, however much
Satan may tempt Him and He must have done at the time of the feeding of the 5000.

In spite of growing rejection, this scene must have given high hope to the disciples that Jesus
might become King and that they would reign with Him in His Kingdom on earth.

Jesus sent the crowds away and then sent His disciples away across the sea in gathering
darkness - symbolic of the spiritual situation.

THE STORM. JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER (Matthew 14:22- 33)
Jesus comes at 6 a.m. in the dark, terrifying the disciples, walking on the water. Peter, as

impetuous as usual, wanted to join Jesus. Peter began to sink, but Jesus took him up into the boat.
The wind and the storm ceased. The disciples worshipped Jesus, bowing to Him, saying to Him,
‘truly, you are the Son of God,’ verse 33.

HEALING IN GENNESARET (Matthew 14:34-36)
Though rejected by Israel’s leadership, Jesus still had compassion on many people who put their

trust in Him, though not just for the miracles.

CONTROVERSY WITH THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES (Matthew 15:1-9)
The Pharisees paid more attention to ceremonial washing than they did to the Scriptures. In

verse 3 we have Jesus saying, ‘why do you also transgress the commandments of God by your
tradition?’ This was in answer to the question by the Pharisees, ‘why do your disciples transgress
the tradition of the elders? They do not wash their hands (for ceremonial purpose rather than
hygiene) when they eat bread?’

Jesus also said that children must honour their parents. The Pharisees had a law which
permitted children to declare a gift to God, Corban, thereby freeing themselves from the obligation
to care for parents, thus disobeying the fifth commandment of Exodus 20:12, Leviticus 20:9
commands the death penalty on anyone who curses his parents. In Matthew 15:16 Jesus says to
the Pharisees, ‘are you also yet without understanding?’ The principle of honouring parents is
violated by tradition. Jesus quoted Isaiah 29:13 in verse 8, ‘this people draw near me with their
mouth, and honour me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.’ Thus this is empty worship -
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the commands of men replace the doctrines of God. Jeremiah said that ‘men’s hearts are deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked, who can know it?’ God does.

THE WICKED HEART OF MAN (Matthew 15:10-20)
The mouth reveals the heart, its defilement can be heard from the mouth. Words often become

actions. If they do not, then the heart reveals its hypocrisy, when thoughts are covered up. Thus
the heart is defiled and Jesus could read men’s hearts. John 2:24 says, ‘Jesus did not commit
Himself to them (Jewish people), because he knew all men’, (meaning knowing their heart
thoughts). The Pharisees were ‘the blind, leading the blind, both falling into the ditch’ (v14). Verse
13 led to this statement. ‘Plants not planted by God shall be uprooted’. Jesus implied that eating
with ceremonially clean hands do not cover up a defiled heart (v19). Outward religious ceremony
leaves the heart of man untouched. He may be very religious but corrupt and dangerous within,
with evil intent lurking in his heart.

WITHDRAWAL TO TYRE AND SIDON (Matthew 15:21–28)
Note that this was outside Israel. Remember Elijah at Zarephath? The Lord blessed a woman on

both occasions. The Canaanite woman, a Gentile, had a demon-possessed daughter. She was a
Greek SyroPhoenician woman, a Gentile. She called Him ‘Son of David’. This brought no answer
from Jesus, not surprisingly, as this would be a term used by a Jewish person. Verse 24 says, ‘I
am sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ The woman worshipped Jesus in humility,
saying, Lord, help me.’ Jesus still replied, ‘it is not right to take the children’s meat (children of
Israel) and cast it to the dogs,’ (v26 - Gentiles - Romans were called dogs). Dogged faith and
earnest reply as, ‘the dogs can eat from the crumbs which fall from their master’s table’. What
persistence, even whit, in this earnest plea and reply by the woman! The reply by Jesus was in
response to remarkable faith and persistence, saying, ‘great is your faith, be it done for you as you
desire. Her daughter was healed from that moment’ (v28). This was parallel to another Gentile
situation, when Jesus healed the boy servant of the Centurion, though that time, in Israel. The
power of pleading prayer prevailed, allied to persistent faith.

This was the only recorded miracle of Jesus far from home.

JESUS RETURNS TO GALILEE (Matthew 15:29–31)
Many were healed, giving Glory to God.

FEEDING THE FOUR THOUSAND, plus women and children (Matthew 15:32 - 39)
The crowds were with Jesus for three days and they were hungry. The crowds here are mainly

Gentiles. The feeding of the 5000 were Gaiilean Jews. Note the differences. Here, they were
commanded to sit on the ground, probably burnt grass. It was summertime. The disciples had only
seven small loaves and a few little fish (v34). The disciples may have anticipated the miracle, they
had baskets to fill with what was left over, seven baskets being used. The place was the Decapàlis;
ten Gentile cities (Deca - polis) on the east side of Galilee, where there was a desert area -
probably no such desert on the fertile western side of the sea of Galilee. The feeding of the four
thousand men, plus women and children, was on the opposite side of the lake to the feeding of the
five thousand. In verse 39 we find Jesus travelling again from East to West, to the western coast of
Magdala.

THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES SEEK A SIGN FROM JESUS (Matthew 16:1-4)
Weather changes can be discerned from signs. These religious enemies had had sufficient

evidence regarding Jesus’ Messiahship. Jesus summed them up (v4 and 6). The sign of Jonah
repeated from Matthew 12:38-41 concerning Jesus’ death and resurrection. The signs of the times
- time for the Messiah to come (Galatians 4;4), ‘when the time was fully come God sent forth His
Son.’ Same when the Feast of Pentecost had ‘fully come’, that year, the Holy Spirit came to bring
the Church to birth (Acts 2:1). It may be time for Christ to come again, for His true Church.
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Jesus’ enemies were guilty of spiritual adultery, an alloy of truth and spiritual falsehood and
hypocrisy was the result.

THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCCES (Matthew 18:5–12)
See the parable about the Leaven in Matthew 13. The infection of unbelief spreads like disease

and corruption. The problem is not the lack of bread. Jesus had that problem in hand, but rather
the leavening corruption within religiosity that is proud, arrogant, blind and barren.

PREDICTION OF THE CHURCH (Matthew 16:13-20)
The place was Caesarea Philippi. Question from Jesus - who am I? What do men say? Some

answers in verse 14. Question more to the point! What do YOU say? Impetuous Peter replies first,
yet correctly. God had revealed His Son to Peter. Also what Paul said about himself (Galatians
1:16).

In verse 18 we have the first mention of the Church (Gk: Ekklesia - a gathering of called-out
ones). This followed on from the fact that Israel had rejected Christ their Messiah and He had
rejected them for a time, i.e. the Church Age - thus only temporary rejection on both sides.

Verse 18 is a play on words. Peter is ‘petros’ - a loose stone. The Rock (Christ) is Petra, a large,
massive stone, a foundation stone - the ‘Rock Christ Jesus’. Remember Daniel chapter 2 - ‘the
Stone cut without hands’. Christ is the Messiah, the Son of God. Ephesians 2:20 says, ‘you are
built upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
Cornerstone.’ Christ did not build the Church on Peter, the ‘little rock’, but rather on the massive
rock foundation Stone - Himself. The Church is built on Christ the ‘solid rock’, not on Peter or even
faith! Here is why the Kingdom promised was not brought in at Christ’s first coming. The
cross and following events leading to the formation and creation of the true Church must come
first.

Verse 19. ‘Keys’. Peter’s preaching of the Gospel opened up the way for salvation of the Jewish
people, Acts 2, and Gentiles, Acts 10. Every believer is called to be a witness with the Gospel.
Peter had no more authority than other Apostles. It is just that he was designated to unlock the way
of salvation so that Jew and Gentile sinners may find Christ the Way.

Remember that all believers are members of the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God.
Reference to ‘binding and loosing’ for general reference is in Matthew 18, which, in contrast,

relates to Church discipline, not binding demonic powers!
Every believer may declare that those who believe the Gospel are loosed, or free, to enjoy the

earthly Kingdom when it comes, also the Heavenly Kingdom too! Christ has washed us or ‘loosed
us’ from our sins and responsibility concerning them before God. Those who reject the Gospel are
‘bound’ with regard to earth and heaven - no entrance. They are dispatched elsewhere - bound
hand and foot and cast out.

Verse 20. Jesus commands silence about being the Christ, Messiah. Here is the change since
rejection. Also, before His rejection, faith was nor demanded from people. After His rejection,
Jesus demanded faith in Him.

JESUS FORETELLS HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION (Matthew 16:21-23)
This fact is recorded three times in Mark chapters 8, 9 and 10. Peter is rebuked for his non-

acceptance of the startling revelation. Peter is quick to fall from faith into denial. Denial will happen
again later! Yet, Peter will become a prominent leader, but now he lacks spiritual discernment. The
Holy Spirit will eventually change the man. It is all of Grace! Like the others, Peter had Jewish
hopes for the Kingdom to be established (Acts 1:6) - certainly easier than martyrdom revealed later
in John 21:18.
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Jesus had hinted at His death two years previously (John 2:18-22). In conversation with
Nicodemus (John 3), Jesus said that He had to be ‘lifted up’, meaning to die. (Remember the
serpent on the pole in the wilderness wanderings of the Hebrews). Jesus told the Pharisees
(Matthew 12:40), that He, the Son of Man, would be ‘three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth’.

The disciples would now have to believe that he was also the Lamb of God come to deal with the
sin of the world.

CHALLENGE and COST OF DISCIPLESHIP AND ITS REWARD (Matthew 16:24-28)
Basic principle here. No immediate glory in the Kingdom or reigning with Christ yet. The road to

Glory may require suffering. Believers are to deny themselves and identify with the sufferings of
Christ. ‘If we suffer with Him we shall reign with Him’. To lose one’s life may not be martyrdom, but
denying oneself of what the world enjoys, if called to do so. Take up your cross and follow –
identify with Jesus. Believers gain much more value than what they may lose, ultimately rather
than immediately. The challenge is in verse 26.

The Lord will judge the saved and the unsaved, though at different times. Verse 27 says, ‘the Son
of Man shall come in the Glory of His Father with His angels and then shall He reward every man
according to his works.’ Verse 28 leads on to Jesus’ Transfiguration -a revelation of the Glory of the
King and His Kingdom to come, hinted at in verse 27. Verse 28 says, ‘there will be some standing
here which shall not taste death, till they see the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom’. Peter,
James and John witnessed the brief glimpse of the Glory of the King, the Transfiguration of Jesus
on Mount Hermon, chapter 17 relates this.

Matthew 16 is a panoramic chapter about the true Christian life-view, sometimes suffering
rejection by the world, opposition, testing trials of discipleship, but having the promise of future
Glory, resurrection and the Kingdom. There are blessings now but the best is yet to be.

TRANSFIGURATION - THE GLIMPSE OF GLORY OF THE COMING KINGDOM AND THE
KING TRANSFIGURED (Matthew 17: 1-9)

After six days - significant. After six days creation was the day of rest. After six thousand years is
the Millennial one thousand years of peace and rest for this earth under the reign of Christ and the
Kingdom of Heaven on earth. Christ the King will reign and rule. In this situation, six days before,
Peter had spoken of Christ’s deity (16:16), what a confession that was. Jesus takes Peter, James
and John to Mount Hermon north of Caesarea Philippi. Christ began to shine from within and
through His clothing, revealing His Glory for the first and only time on earth, up to that time, in
person, reflecting His nature of Shekinah Glory as God who had, through the centuries, been
present among Israel, over and in the Tabernacle and the Temple, later. Even Ezekiel related how
the Shekinah Glory departed from the Temple (9:3; 10:4-18; 11:22-23), only to return to Israel for
Christ’s Millennial Glory and Presence (Ezekiel 43:1-7; 44:4), in the Millennial Temple too.

His face shone as the sun. His clothing became as white as brilliant white light. It must have
brilliantly reflected from the snow, dazzling the three disciples.

Moses, representing dead believers and the Law, and Elijah, representing Raptured believers
and the Prophets came from heaven to speak with Jesus about His death, or more correctly, His
‘Exodus’. Isn’t it interesting that Moses was present, having led the Hebrews Exodus from Egypt!
Remember that Jesus said that he had come to fulfil the Law, Psalms and the Prophets. Indeed He
did! Note that the approach of His death and resurrection is coming clearer into focus now,
following His rejection.

The Shekinah Glory cloud overshadowed the scene and the Father spoke as He did at Jesus’
baptism (see 17:5). Peter knew that Moses and Elijah were present and offered to build three
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tents, or booths, in order to stay there. It was good to have mountaintop experiences, but the valley
comes next.

What is the significance of this, in addition to the above? Remember Isaiah in the Temple (Isaiah
6). He also had a glimpse of Glory before the time. So did Peter, James and John. The Glory of the
Kingdom will come with the return of the King of that Kingdom, and not before. The Church will
certainly not bring in the Kingdom! Isaiah, Peter, James and John had a glimmer of the glimpse of
the Glory which is to come. Hebrews 1:3 speaks about the outstanding ‘effulgence’ and brilliance
of the brightness of His Glory. He is now seated in Glory at the right hand of the Father, soon to
come again.

The Apostle John received the vision of the Glorified Christ revealed to Him (Revelation 1:10-18).
His reaction was to fall flat on his face in worship and awe, in the presence of the glorified Christ.
Think of Daniel’s reaction (10:5-8), “His face (the Lord) was like the appearance of lightning, eyes
like lamps of fire” (v6).

The disciples fell on their faces also, when they heard the voice of the Father out of the Shekinah
cloud, as if the sight of the Glory of Christ was not enough to experience so suddenly.

Jesus told them to tell no one of this event until after His resurrection, which was a glorious event
in itself (v9).

This was a real and supernatural revelation of the Glory of God. Peter refers to this event in
2Peter 1:16-18 and John in his Gospel chapter 1:14. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us
(and we beheld His Glory, the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) fill of Grace and Truth.”

This event fulfilled the promise of Matthew 16:28. “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing
here, who shall not taste death, till they see the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom”. The
Transfiguration was the Prophetic view of the Glorious Christ, who will yet appear to establish His
glorious earthly Kingdom.

QUESTION ABOUT ELIJAH (Matthew 17:10-13)
Elijah’s appearance raised a question due to the prediction in Malachi 4:5-6 about the coming of

Elijah before the Day of the Lord, and connected with the restoration of Israel. Jesus replied that
Elijah had already come, referring to John the Baptist. (Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:14). Certainly
John partially fulfilled the prophecy concerning Elijah. It is possible that Elijah may come again - it is
debatable.

HEALING OF THE DEMON-POSSESSED CHILD (Matthew 17:14–21)
The scene was down the mountain and into the valley - many shadows, much sickness and

sadness. The comment about the faithless generation included the disciples. Jesus cast the
demon out and restored the child to normality. The Disciples could not do this lack of faith. Faith,
operating in the will of God has great potential. It took just a word from Jesus, but the disciples
should pray and fast. Jesus was always the Man of prayer.

THIRD ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION (Matthew 17:22-23)
The shadow of the cross is beginning to stretch over those days that were to lead Jesus to

Jerusalem.

PAYING TEMPLE TAXES OR TRIBUTE MONEY (Matthew 17:24–27)
This incident is recorded in Matthew only, because of its Jewish context. Every Israelite, of twenty

years old and over paid half a shekel Temple support tax (Exodus 30:13-14; 2Kings 12:4;
2Chronicles 24:6). This tax was collected just before Passover. Jesus anticipated the issue, but
only strangers pay the tax, not children of the land - they are free from such obligation (v26). To
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avoid hostility being raised, Peter and Jesus should pay the tax. “Peter, go fishing again! Your first
catch will be the fish with the right coin in its mouth”. (Remember how the Lord instructed the
ravens to provide meat for Elijah! So, the fish provides the Temple tax coin for both Jesus and
Peter - one shekel exactly. What a Creator!

Mark 12:13-17 says that the Pharisees desired to catch Jesus out in breaking the Law of Tribute.
Sometimes it is wise to do things not binding on us so that issues cannot be raised against us in
our Christian lives. We are to be wise and harmless, but not weak!

TEACHING CONCERNING GREATNESS (Matthew 18:1–14)
The disciples came to Jesus asking the question, “who is the greatest in the Kingdom of

Heaven?” This is verse 1. Jesus replied, “those who have humble child-like (not childish) faith, love
and trust with obedience. The disciples were concerned about their Kingdom status, anticipating a
soon coming earthly Kingdom, with Jesus as King. Matthew 19:28 says, “truly I say to you, that you
who have followed me, in the regeneration (Genesis again – the restoration and refreshing of
Israel) when the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of His Glory, you shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging (not condemning, but making decisions administratively) concerning the twelve tribes of
Israel.”

Humble service is honoured. Children are precious to the Lord (v10). The individual is precious.
God’s thinking is opposite to the thinking in the world and its view of life.

TEACHING CONCERNING FORGIVENESS AND CHURCH DISCIPLINE (Matthew 18:15–35)
In ‘one to one’ relationships put wrongs right. If needs be, take one or more persons as

witnesses. See 1Timothy 5:19-20; Deuteronomy 19:15-20; 2Corinthians 13:1. If that is refused, go
to the ‘Church’ for disciplinary measures. Though here, the word ‘Church’ may simply mean
‘Congregation’. The Church was not yet established. It was weeks before Pentecost of that year.
There was no authority established yet within the Church in order to seek a decision on issues
raised.

Verse 17. If the decision is rejected - cast the person out as a heathen! (1Corinthians 5:4-5), with
the purpose that hopefully the person will come to repentance through severe discipline (1Timothy
1:19-20; Romans 16:17 ; 2Thessalonians 3:6 and 14).

Verses 18 to 20. ‘Binding and loosing’. The teaching was addressed to them all, not just Peter.
‘You’ is plural here. Collectively as a group, congregation, or Church applies. Spiritual truths of
principles of Divine judgment correctly and Biblically. ‘Binding and loosing must be confirmed by
God and His Word of Truth.

Both in Matthew chapters 16:19 and 18:18 to 20, the Greek Perfect Passive Past of the verb, to
read ‘having been’, i.e. action completed in the past (in the mind and plan of the Lord), but having
existing results now. God’s will being done in the precise present. In other words, that which shall
be bound on earth will be done and is so, because it shall have already been decided in heaven
beforehand and revealed in the Word of God to us. Similarly, what shall be loosed upon the earth
has already been decided upon in the mind of the Lord and revealed through His Word to us,
having been loosed in the plans from heaven. In the context this is nothing to do with binding
demons or loosing people from their control. The context is ‘Church’ or ‘congregation’ discipline.

In the Greek the verb for ‘bind’ is ‘deo’ - to pronounce and determine to be binding and obligatory,
e.g. binding agreement under obligation.

In the Greek the verb for ‘loose’ is ‘luo’ - the opposite to ‘deo’, to release. Examples : God is
‘bound’ to keep His Word. A wife is ‘bound’ to her husband, under obligation to remain with him
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(1Corinthians 7:39; Romans 7:2). Similarly a person may be ‘loosed’ from an obligation - set free
from it, if the Word declares it.

Matthew 18 context is to do with congregation life and order (v15-17). Things that are binding in
behaviour (v18). God’s Word is settled in heaven. Your will be done on earth as it is heaven. This
is the same principle of ‘binding and loosing’. 1Corinthians 5:1-13; 7:39; 1Timothy 1:20;
2Corinthians 2:5-11. See what God does Himself with regard to the Day of the Lord. The
judgments of God are’ loosed’ upon the earth during the Great Tribulation as punishment and
judgment upon a sinful and rebellious world. In the parable on forgiveness in Matthew 18:21-35,
we read in verse 27 that the ‘lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him from
the obligation to repay the king the vast sum of money he owed him, releasing him from that
responsibility, that he would be free - he forgave the servant his debt that he owed, being
impossible to repay it.’ Luke 13:10-16 tells us when Jesus ‘loosed’ the woman physically deformed
and in the power of a ‘spirit of infirmity for eighteen years’. Jesus spoke and laid His hands upon
and she could stand up straight, and glorified God. Verse 16 of Luke 13 tells us the woman was
bound for those eighteen years and Jesus had the power to loose or release her. See that this is a
different context to the ‘congregation’ discipline in Matthew 18. Events must always be decreed
from heaven first. How had it is to know the mind of the Lord! This is fitting in with God’s purposes
and agreement with them, either concerning discipline in the congregation, or in prayer, or getting
to grips with the enemy of our souls.

THE PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT (Matthew 18:21-35)
The parable resulted from a question by Peter (v21). Parables are never related without a reason

- a question or an incident. The conclusion reached was ‘forgive and continue to forgive without
limit, even little things of life because the believer has been forgiven much’. Compassion leads to
forgiveness. Penalties in this parable refer to this life, not the life to come. Love much because you
have been forgiven much, e.g. the woman with alabaster box, expressing her love to Jesus
because she had been forgiven much and wanted to express that love and gratitude (Luke 7:36-
50), which includes a similar parable (see 1Corinthians 11:32; Psalm 18:25; Matthew 5:7; Luke
6:37 and Ephesians 4:32).

DISCOURSE ON DIVORCE (Matthew 19:1-12)
Marriage is for life (v5 and 6). Shammai was strict. Hillel permitted divorce for any reason. These

were very famous Jewish teachers. Deuteronomy 24:1 says that divorce is permitted for ‘unclean
living’. The Law given to Moses gives us the answer, and it is a problem question to deal with, in
verse 8. ‘Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts permitted you to put away your wives: but
from the beginning it was not so.’ See Romans 7:1-3 where remarriage is permitted because of
the death of a partner. If the woman is divorced and remarries, she commits adultery. Also,
1Corinthians 7:10-16 says that if an unbelieving partner leaves a believing partner, separation is
permitted, perhaps divorce (?), but certainly no remarriage, or be reconciled to her husband / his
wife. It is better to remain together (v16), God calls us to peaceful living in the home and marriage.
The Law and Jesus seem to say that if fornication has occurred then remarriage following divorce
is permitted.

JESUS BLESSES CHILDREN (Matthew 19:13-15)
Jesus blessed children who were brought to Him (v14). Verses 3 and 4 says, ‘Truly I say to you

except you are converted and become as little children, you shall not enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. Whoever shall humble himself as this little child, the same is the greatest in the Kingdom
of Heaven.’ See notes on this. In context of the above verses, children are secure in a secure
marriage. The opposite is also true, creating problems and great insecurity where a marriage and
home breaks up - children suffer greatly.
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THE RICH YOUNG RULER (Matthew 19:16-22)
The young man kept some commandments. But lacked fulfilment and satisfaction in life - the Law

cannot bring salvation or satisfaction, even with upright morality. Mark 10:21 says, ‘Jesus loved
him’, in the parallel story. Jesus did not quote the tenth commandment because covetousness was
his problem. He loved the power and security of riches. He had many possessions (v22). The
young man departed sadly - unwilling to yield to the truth which exposed him, uncovering his main
problem in life. He trusted in what he had rather than in Christ. It is all a matter of choice in the end.
Give up what you rely on. It is a stumbling block to salvation. There must be a change of priorities
and the removal of barriers to faith in Christ. Real riches are in Christ and from Christ.

TEACHING DISCIPLES ABOUT REAL RICHES (Matthew 19:23-30)
Verses 23 and 24 are hard, but not impossible. Jewish religious leaders thought that riches were

a sign of approval and blessing from God. Jesus said, not necessarily. When His disciples heard
him say that, they were amazed (v25), saying, well then, who can be saved? They thought that
riches were linked with salvation because it had been considered a sign of blessing and approval
by God. Man cannot save himself and riches certainly will not do so. This is impossible with man, it
is only possible by God. It must be His doing. A special note on verse 24 - the phrase ‘Kingdom of
God’ here is used concerning believers only. A rich man because he is rich and dependent upon
those riches, will not be able enter this Kingdom by his riches. Entrance is by salvation only, a free
gift from God through Grace and not works.

The Kingdom of heaven would include unsaved professors of Christendom, i.e. very difficult for a
rich man to become a trusting, dependent believer in Christ alone for salvation and entry into the
Kingdom of God. Even a rich man would find it hard to become a ‘professor’ let alone turn to Christ
for salvation. It is much harder for a rich man to do. The example is in verses 16-22. He could
‘profess’ but not ‘possess’ Christ, by Grace.

Verse 28. See comments above under ‘Teaching on Greatness’, chapter 18:1-14. This refers to
the Millennial earth - Genesis again - the restoration and refreshing and renewing of Israel and also
the earth under the reign of Christ the King. This will follow Christ’s second coming.

If forsaking all other dependents occurs (v29), the believer has heaven’s riches and eternal life,
plus inheritance in the Millennial earth on the regenerated earth and the regenerated Israel. The
disciples will judge the twelve tribes of Israel. This means they will have the authority to make
administrative decisions in the Kingdom of heaven, concerning Israel. The Kingdom of heaven may
be postponed but it is not cancelled. The riches of heaven will endure long after the riches of the
Rich Young Ruler have either been left behind or lost in life.

Verse 30. God’s estimation of real life is opposite to man’s estimation of riches. Also, ‘the first
(the Jewish people) shall be saved last, as a remnant nation apart from the Church. The last to
have the good news of the revelation of God are the Gentiles. They get salvation, in the Church,
plus some Jewish people, first (see chapter 20:16). The ‘Called’ are the Gentiles. The ‘Chosen’ are
the people of Israel as a nation.

PARABLE OF THE WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD (Matthew 20:1-16)
Verse 16 adds something to 19:30. “Many called (Gentiles), few chosen (small nation of Israel).

The Sovereignty of God is expressed who always does right (v7 and 15). Rewards are not
according to the amount of service or its length, but according to the will of God who always does
what is right. Some may serve the Lord only briefly, but quality is what counts. Heaven gives its
rewards.

JESUS’ DEATH and RESURRECTION PREDICTED AGAIN (Matthew 20:17-19)
Jesus makes His way towards Jerusalem (v17-19). How cheap are the discussions about

rewards argued over when compared with Christ going to Jerusalem to become the Suffering
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Servant who was rich, became poor, that we are poor, may become so very rich, spiritually. This is
the fourth time in Matthew where Jesus speaks indirectly or directly about His forthcoming death
and resurrection. See chapter 12:38-42; 16:21-28; 17:22-23 and here. Jesus would fulfil Genesis
3:15. The cross overshadowed his life with more detail here. Going up to Jerusalem would be more
dangerous now and for all of them. The disciples could not get to grips with what Jesus was
saying. They were near Jericho (chapter 20:29).

A MOTHER’S REQUEST AND JESUS’ ANSWER (Matthew 20:20-28)
The mother of James and John, Zebedee’s sons, sought a special favour for her two sons. This

is the same idea as chapter 18:1 and chapter 19:27 which led to the parable here, - the desire for
power, position, priority and prominence in the earthly Kingdom rather than for the Glory of God.
This was self-seeking which occupied their minds and that of their mother. So much of what Jesus
had said about suffering was brushed aside, not thought about and unwelcome. They were
comfort-loving and not cross-bearing.

Verse 22. The disciples were ignorant of the consequences of their request. Could the mother’s
sons suffer, standing with Jesus, and by Jesus, in His suffering? The disciples answer without due
thought in verse 22. “We are able”. A rash promise indeed. Jesus hints at their future suffering
(v23). It is the Father’s decision, who will rule at such high level. The ten other disciples were angry
with James and John (v24). Jesus settled the matter by saying that service is the greatest, not
‘lording’ it over others (v25-28). Jesus came to be the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 and ‘give His
life a ransom for many’ (v28). Humble service for the King is the greatest. Matthew 18:4 says,
“Whoever shall humble himself as this little child, the same is the greatest in the Kingdom of
Heaven.

All the disciples wanted first place, thus the anger of the remaining ten disciples. They were no
better than the Pharisees who desired the best seats in synagogues (Matthew 23:6; see Luke
14:7-11). Take the lowly place like a slave, remember what John the Baptist said - he was not
worthy to do the lowest slave’s job of untying shoelaces in order to bathe feet. The goal in the
Kingdom is not to rule, but to serve. We shall rule, but serve Christ in humble service in the fullness
of our new lives and bodies and integrity of behaviour. This is the road to privileged authority.

TWO BLIND MEN HEALED (Matthew 20:30-34)
Note their cry of faith. They saw with unseeing eyes who Jesus was (v30 and 31). Why did Jesus

ask what they wanted, when it was obvious? It was to get them to communicate their need and
give clear reply of request (v33). Jesus touched their eyes and gave them their sight. Faith was
required now that Jesus was rejected by the majority. He blessed those few who came by way of
faith now. They followed Jesus in simple response. Jerusalem was getting nearer. Jesus had
responded to their faith - “Jesus, son of David’. This is especially significant as they were
approaching Jerusalem, the place where David was king. Jesus would eventually fulfil the Davidic
Covenant, but not at His first coming. Those who sought Jesus earnestly received His gracious
favour and mercy. In this case His demonstration of power to give sight - again a Messianic
credential - all the more significant as the King neared Jerusalem, but the cross comes before the
crown.

TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM (Matthew 21 :1-11)
The event fulfils Zechariah 9:9 and Psalm 118:26, also quoting Isaiah 62:11. All quoted in verses

5 and 9. Here is the contrast of the future crown with the impending cross. Jesus is the Messiah,
son of David.

Zion in the Bible is Israel the land; the people and also the city of Jerusalem. The land - Zion is in
Isaiah 51:11; the people - Zion is in Isaiah 52:7-8; Jerusalem as Zion is in Psalm 48:1-2, 11-12;
Isaiah 52:1 and 2. All three are in Isaiah 62. Zion is the geographic reality related to the King, not a
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Kingdom spiritualised to mean the Church. The only place where ‘Zion’ has any link with the idea
of ‘Church’ is especially for Jewish believers regarding the earthly Jerusalem and the heavenly
Jerusalem in Hebrews 12:22-23 and nowhere else.

No king would ride the foal of an ass, with its emphasis on lowly humility (v5). Kings ride horses -
Jesus will on His return from heaven to reign as King at His second coming (Revelation 19:11).

Verse 8 is ‘palm branches’. The palm is the symbol of triumph and victory (see John 12:12-19).
‘Hosanna means save now’, used here as a greeting of praise. There were many visitors to
Jerusalem for the Passover.

SECOND CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE (Matthew 21:12-17)
The first cleansing is recorded in John 2:13-16. The time is the next morning. Jesus manhandles

merchandise and money-changers misusing the Temple. Jesus quotes the combination of Isaiah
56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11. The money exchange to buy sacrifices robbed the people. Many Jewish
people had come from other lands with their own currency perhaps, not just Roman coins to
exchange for Temple money. Wrong exchange rate robbed the people and this was extortion and
theft, as Jesus called it. Roman money was exchanged for Temple money - what a racket with a
high price at Passover! The court of the Temple had become a stock-yard market. Jesus’ judgment
did not change anything - it had not at His first cleansing. Destruction was inevitable. AD 70!

Jesus wept over the city where He would eventually be King, Luke 19:41-44 and Matthew 23:37-
39. Jesus is in control as always, even in the events leading up to and surrounding His death. He
continued healing, even in the Temple, surrounded by His enemies of religious leadership and
praising people (v14). The indignation of religious authority (v15), but they could do nothing against
Him then. Even the children praised Him. Boys who had come to the Temple for Bar-Mitzvah at the
age of 12 as Jesus did Himself. Jesus uses Psalm 8:2 effectively in reply, He left. Jesus left the
chief priests and the Scribes unable to reply to Him. Jesus went to Bethany to be among His
friends, probably Mary, Martha and Lazarus. He was safe from His enemies there, a little journey
from Jerusalem. They could plot against Him but not seize Him until the appointed time. Passover
Lamb as He was.

THE CURSING OF THE BARREN FIG TREE (Matthew 21: 18-22). See also chapter 3:8 and 16.
Mark 11:20 says it was dried up from the roots, normally trees die from the top downwards in

appearance. The disciples were amazed at the result so quickly - within 24 hours. Was this a
symbol of ‘the axe laid at the roots of the tree of religious Judaism and that particular generation of
Israel? It is debatable whether the ‘fig tree’ is a symbol of Israel. Certainly it was a model example
of faith expressed in prayer for the unlikely or humanly impossible if God is in it!

Was it wrong for Jesus to curse a fig tree, especially if it was not the time for figs to be on it, even
though it was barren? Mark 11:13 tells us that it was not the season for figs. This is insignificant as
it was a vigorous leafy tree, though the season for ripe figs had not yet arrived, much fruit was
expected, as fruit sets before the leaves unfold and the tree looked more than usually promising.
Jesus came expecting a fruitful response to Him - think of Israel here. Large green flourishing
leaves seemed to suggest vigour and promise of much fruit. There was every chance of finding the
previous autumn’s late fruit called Kermouses - autumn figs, often remaining on the tree all through
the winter and into the spring. Or, maybe, the delicious Baakkooroth, the first ripe on the fig tree,
would be found. In fact, fruit is found for ten months of the year on the fig tree. Jesus came
demanding fruit of a godly nation but found none, thus judgment and withering was the curse and
consequence of fruitlessness and barrenness unto the Lord. The significant truth is that the Lord
will ensure that the fig tree will once again put forth its leaves in the future, politically and
geographically it is doing so now, and at that future time it will become fruitful. Israel will bring forth
fruit worthy of the Lord as a nation.
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JESUS’ AUTHORITY QUESTIONED (Matthew 21:23-27)
Another trap is set by His enemies, but Jesus’ reply silences them. Jesus replies to a question,

with a question - a good way of putting enemies on the back foot which led to their trap back-firing!
They were the losers when it came to question time! ‘Was the baptism of John from heaven or of
men?’ Was he a prophet raised up by God, in other words. The enemies were now trapped in a
corner. If they said he was raised up by God then they should have received and believed his
message as fore-runner to the Messiah Jesus and accept Jesus as Messiah. They would not do
that. If John was a deluded man in their opinion, they would become out of favour with the people
who had accepted John. Their reply was, ‘we cannot tell ‘. Jesus said, ‘then I will not tell you where
my authority comes from to do what I did in the Temple’. His enemies knew that Jesus claimed
Divine authority for His actions.

PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS (Matthew 21:28-32)
Jesus exposed the unbelief of the religious authorities by relating three parables - the parable of

the two sons here; the parable of the householder, which follows and the parable of the marriage
feast, (22:1-14).

This is still in the context of John the Baptist (v32). The second son is the picture of the chief
priests and religious leaders who professed obedience, but inwardly were rebellious, both against
John and Jesus. The first son is the picture of the outcasts believing John’s message pointing the
way to Jesus as the way to salvation. These people will enter the Kingdom of God - the place only
for believers to enter. Religious leaders will not enter that Kingdom, it is only for believers. Their
mutual enemies saw John and heard him, but did not repent and turn to follow Jesus as the Way,
the Truth and the Life (Matthew 3:7-10). These enemies were cornered and condemned.

THE PARABLE OF THE WICKED VINEDRESSERS. THE REJECTED SON
(Matthew 21:33–46)
The landowner is the God of Israel. The Vineyard is Israel (READ Isaiah 5:1-7). God expected

the fruit of repentance and obedience. Again, think of the ministry of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:8
and 10), John’s words again. The servants are mainly the prophets. The Son is Jesus whom
Israel’s leaders killed. Remember John the Baptist was also killed, on Herod’s instructions Jesus is
pictured in verses 38-39. What will God, the owner do ? He will destroy them (v40-41). Verse 41 is
linked to verse 43. A future faithful remnant generation of Israel will call upon Him and receive Him
(Zechariah 12:8 to 13:1).

Verses 42 to 44 - the “Stone” - see notes on Daniel 2 for detail. Jesus quoted Psalm 118:22-23,
which He will fulfil when He comes again, crushing the nations, as was Israel in AD 70. He allowed
the Romans to crush Israel, Jerusalem and the Temple. He is the ‘smiting stone’ of judgment
destruction, Daniel 2:34, but also the foundation stone for life and salvation.

Verse 45 says, ‘when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard His parables, they perceived
that He had spoken of them’. They could not seize Him yet because of the people believing He
was a prophet, perhaps THE Prophet and expected Messiah (Deuteronomy 18:18).

PARABLE OF THE MARRIAGE FEAST (Matthew 22:1-14) - A continuing Controversy
Those first invited refuse to attend the wedding, ‘making light of it (v5), even at the second

invitation. Contained in this parable is a parallel idea to servants in the previous parable, those
servants were killed (v6). The king heard of this and was furious. He destroyed the murderers and
the city (v7). ‘Those invited were not worthy, so the invitation was extended far and wide with much
response. One man who ‘gate-crashed’ the wedding was exposed, not having a wedding garment
on. The king had him cast out into outer darkness, weeping in agony. When an eastern royal
wedding was arranged, every guest would receive a special beautiful wedding garment which they
had to put on before they could meet the king. This man in focus was not coming in by the right
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way, responding correctly to the invitation and receiving the appropriate wedding clothing for entry
into the wedding celebration. He was easily spotted in his own clothing.

Again, many are called (Gentiles) - few are chosen (Israel), verse 14. The parable was again
against those who are clothed in their self-righteousness the religious leaders, who want to come
their own way to be accepted by the Lord.

The Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, chief priests and Scribes were all included here. They
hated each other, but they hated Jesus more!

HASSLED BY THE HERODIANS (Matthew 22:15-22)
A political question by cunning politicians with double-talk and devious treatment of Jesus.

Should the Jewish people pay taxes to Caesar? (v17). The Herodians thought they had Jesus
trapped here. If He said ‘yes’, He could be accused of supporting Roman law against the Jews. If
He denied the payment of taxes as Roman Tribute tax money, then Jesus could be accused again
of rebellion against Rome. The tax was a small amount. Jesus asked for a coin. A denarius was
produced with the inscription of Caesar on it, thus tax should be paid to Caesar, being the currency
forced upon them and thus they had to acknowledge payment of taxes. Caesar Rome ruled over
the country and people. Using Roman coins meant being subject to Rome and must therefore pay
the prescribed tax due. Israel was under Roman domination.

CONTROVERSY WITH THE SADDUCEES (Matthew 22:23-33)
Same day event - wave after wave of opposition intent on trapping and discrediting Jesus and His

claims. They did not believe in resurrection life, thus they made up a story based on Deuteronomy
25:5-10. See also Ruth 4:1-12, concerning the regulation involved in the marriage of Ruth to Boaz.
The woman in the parable had seven husbands, each dying, leaving the widow childless (v28).
The Sadducees question was, ‘which of the seven husbands would have her as his wife during the
‘supposed’ resurrection experience’. Their view made the thought of resurrection life an absurdity
and wrong. Jesus replied saying, ‘you do not know the Scriptures (which teaches resurrection),
neither the power of God (who can raise the dead and will do so). There is no marriage in heaven’
(v30). Angels do not marry either. Jesus’ answer makes the Sadducees appear very small and
rebuked. God is God of the living. He is - not was - the God of the living, the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob. Though Abraham had died, God was the God of Jacob and Isaac, who were all
alive with the Lord in the spirit having a temporary body, awaiting their new eternal bodies
resurrected at the second coming of Christ, their Messiah. There is a continuity identity - same as
Moses and Elijah were recognised at the Transfiguration scene. The Sadducees could not attack
any teaching concerning Abraham particularly as he was highly regarded, even revered, by Jewish
people. The Sadducees were trapped by their own hypocrisy - not so clever after all! The
Sadducees were silenced (v34).

CONTROVERSY WITH THE PHARISEES (Matthew 22: 34-46)
Still His enemies come in an attempt to discredit Jesus. A Lawyer brings a question on

theological law (v36). There was a controversy among the Lawyers as to which was the greatest
Law. Some said the third commandment was the greatest. Jesus replied with two answers, not in
the commandments!! (v37-39). The Law and the Prophets are the Word of God - focus on these
truths (v40). The Pharisees were silenced . Jesus asked them a follow-up question (v43). ‘If the
Messiah is son of David and David in the Spirit called Him LORD (quoting Psalm 110:1), how could
the ‘son of David’ be greater than David - which of course He is. The Pharisees moved away
defeated and in confusion.

JESUS CONDEMNS THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES (Matthew 23: 1-12)
Verse 2 means they usurped the seat of Moses authority and took it over trying to establish their

own traditions more than Law and the commands of God given through Moses. Jesus exposed
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their hypocrisy - do not be like them - all words and no right actions. They lay impossible burdens
upon ordinary people. They enjoy the praise of men (v5). Only Christ Messiah was their Master
and God their Father. The Pharisees had forgotten God’s pre-eminence. Pharisaic authority was
hypocrisy and false. The greatest is one who is a willing servant. The perfect example is Jesus.
God is a great equaliser and reverses situations.

JESUS ANNOUNCES EIGHT ‘WOES’ (Matthew 23: 13-36)
These are recorded in verses 13,14,15,16,23,25,27 and 29.

Verse 13. They prevented men entering the Kingdom of Heaven and they did not enter
themselves. They even hindered those who wished to enter. They make ‘sons of hell’, twice as bad
as themselves by their proselytising (v15). They made minute detail supremely important, yet
denied weightier matters of importance (v23), that is, justice, mercy and faith. They appear clean
and holy on the outside, yet they are ‘dead men’s bones’ on the inside - white graves marked out
for all to see in order to avoid them! They were also blind leaders of the blind - lawless hypocrites!
What a withering condemnation in verse 33! ‘you serpents (poisonous creatures) you generation of
vipers, how can you escape the damnation of hell!’

JESUS WEEPS OVER JERUSALEM (Matthew 23:37-39)
Jesus’ heart breaks with emotion over His beloved city and people despite recent controversies.

What love is this? The city of peace will be filled with turmoil, bloodshed and destruction in AD 70
because He was rejected. The verbs ‘kill’ and ‘stone’ are in the present tense. The intention of the
religious authorities was to kill Jesus. In the time of the early Church the religious authorities
stoned Stephen to death.

Jesus wanted to gather them in protective care like a mother bird would do to her young. See
Deuteronomy 32:10-12 and Psalm 17:8 - ‘hide me under the shadow of your wings’. It is similar in
Psalm 61:4. The people stubbornly refused God’s way and protection. The Lord departs like the
departure of the Shekinah Glory and leaves the city and nation alone, desolate and vulnerable to
enemies.

There is a ray of light and hope (v39) , ‘I say to you, you shall not see from now on, till you shall
say, Blessed is he that comes in the Name of the Lord’. This has reference to the future generation
of Israel. Here is the link with Matthew 21:43, ‘I say to you, the Kingdom of God shall be taken from
you and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.’ In Luke 20:16 Jesus says, ‘He will
destroy those vine-dressers and give the vineyard to others’. The Greek word used here means
‘others of the same kind’, meaning Jews and not Gentiles. It certainly does not refer to the idea of
the Church replacing Israel as if often interpreted, and wrongly so. The Greek word, ‘heteros’,
meaning ‘another of a different kind’, denoting generic distinction, is not used here. This future
generation of the nation of Israel will one day desperately seek the Lord and find Him, when He
eventually comes to them again. Zechariah chapters 12-14 and Revelation 19; Deuteronomy 30:1-
6 will be fulfilled for that generation to come.

This same revival and new life, spiritually, in the Kingdom of heaven is found in several places in
the Old Testament prophetic promise (see Isaiah 65:18-25; Jeremiah 30:1-11; 31:1-14; 27-37.
Zechariah 8; 12:10 to 13:1; 14:9-21. In the New Testament see Romans 11:25-36 and Revelation
14:1-5). These verses and references focus on Israel’s triumph, settled on Mount Zion. Luke 19:42-
44 say that Israel did not know the day of their Messiah King’s visit, predicted in Daniel 9:24-27. It
was that special day designated as the fulfilment of the sixty nine ‘weeks’ of years, 483 actual
years, since Nehemiah 2:1-5, 444BC, when Nehemiah rebuilt the wall and the streets of Jerusalem
in times of trouble until that special day when the Messiah King entered Jerusalem as ‘Messiah,
the Prince’ of Israel (Daniel 9:25). The future remnant generation of the nation of Israel who will
seek, acknowledge and welcome their Messiah Redeemer King, crying out for Him to come, really
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meaning ‘Hosanna’ again - ‘save now’. They will be the godly remnant of the new nation of Israel,
seeing the final triumph of their coming King - His second coming, this time to Jerusalem and
Israel, intending to sit, rule and reign from the throne of David (see Matthew 25:31). That future
generation of Israel will experience the blessing of a new heart and a new spirit (Ezekiel 36:23-28),
when Christ the King establishes His Millennial Messianic Kingdom of Heaven.

This tragic ending of Matthew 23, with all the condemning woes against hypocrisy and the evils
of religion, plus the glimmer of light and hope at the end of a long tunnel of time, paves the way for
the great prophecy of the End Times of this Age (Matthew 24 and 25). This tremendous discourse
is given privately to His own disciples. These dramatic and vivid two chapters detail the
prophecies. Their fulfilment will be like birth-pangs that are irreversible and not preventable. They
are ongoing until the birth of the Kingdom of Heaven, with the second coming of the King of kings,
the Lord Jesus Christ, to establish His earthly throne and reign as Son of Man, Son of David and
Son of God, Messiah and Redeemer of the future generation of Israel.

THE OLIVET DISCOURSE (Matthew 24 and 25)
Prophecy of the End Times.

How could the destruction of the Temple relate to the promise of the future Kingdom and the
disciples hope that Christ would reign over Israel? Premillennialists believe this is an accurate
statement of End-Time events leading up to the climax of the second coming of Christ and His
establishing of His Millennial Theocratic Kingdom on the earth. The Rapture of the Church is not in
view here but the second coming of Christ is very much in focus here.

The Rapture of the Church is revealed but rather veiled in John 14:1-3, after Matthew 24 and 25,
in the Upper Room, shortly before leaving for Gethsemane. After the Rapture, there will be the
swift revelation of the final fuehrer, the Antichrist, who will make a covenant with Israel (Daniel
9:24-27 and Isaiah 28:14-18); the seventieth week of Daniel (seven years of the Great Tribulation,
split up into two periods of three and a half years each. The first period of three and a half years is
the ‘false peace’ followed by the second period of three and a half years, the terrible time of the
Great Tribulation, at its worst). This period of seven years, particularly the last three and a half
years is called the ‘Day of Jacob’s Trouble’ (Jeremiah 30:7).

The second coming of Christ will be followed by His Millennial reign of one thousand years, to be
followed by the new heavens and the new earth and the eternal state, after the final judgment of
the Great White Throne.

The Olivet Discourse relates to the period of time that is covered by Revelation chapters 6 to 19.
Jesus does not answer the question which resulted in the destruction of the Temple in AD 70.
Matthew records Christ’s answer relating to His future Kingdom and how it will be brought in -
which is one of the important thrusts of Matthew’s Gospel.

The Great Tribulation in Matthew 24:15-21 is still future and a specific period of time. Nothing in
all history thus far can relate to this and its period of time, allied with so many events mentioned in
chapters 24 and 25. As we move on towards the end of this Church Age and events which rapidly
follow the removal of the Church mentioned in these chapters, we can safely say that wars,
rumours of wars, natural disasters, coupled with developing false religions coming together with
Apostate Christendom and Apostate Judaism, to form a one-world religion, plus worsening social
and moral issues escalate rapidly to greater frequency and intensity. These final events coming
together will lead up to Christ’s coming again.

The second coming related in Matthew 24:27-31 runs parallel with Revelation 19:11-21. Matthew
24:4-14 outline general characteristics which lead up to the end of this age, particularly fulfilled to a
degree in this present age.
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Matthew 24:15-26 cover specific signs. Verse 8 says that these are the beginning of worsening
problems rather than the end of the sorrows which characterise the end of the age. Troubles in the
world have been here through the centuries but they will escalate in frequency and intensity as
time moves on inevitably to the second coming of Christ and the climax of this age. For example,
Revelation 16:18-20 records the greatest earthquake of all time. This is still to come during the
Great Tribulation. There have always been martyrs but the twentieth century records more martyrs
than all the previous centuries.

The Book of Revelation was written in AD 96, after the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem
in AD 70 and chapters 6 to 19 are particularly parallel to events described in Matthew 24:15-25,
especially Revelation 13:1-18. Thus it is important to realise that Jesus was not talking about
the first century, but prophesying about events prior to His second coming to the earth in
the future. It was the distant future from Matthew’s day, but much nearer to our day, but still future,
when Jesus spoke the words recorded for us in Matthew chapters 24 and 25.

The Abomination of Desolation is the key sign and event which triggers off the terrible events as
described by Jesus in chapter 24:15 onwards. This sign will be a signal to Jewish people who have
become believers in the Great Tribulation, living in Judea at that future time, to flee to the
mountains. Petra in Jordan almost certainly fits the picture (see Matthew 24:16-20).

The term ‘Abomination of Desolation’ is found three times in the book of Daniel, chapters
9:27;11:31;12:11. It is clearly defined in Daniel 11:31 where it says, ‘…they shall pollute the
sanctuary of strength and shall take away the daily sacrifice and they shall place the abomination
that makes desolate’. This ‘desolation’ concerns the Syrian ruler Antiochus Epiphanes, who
reigned over Syria, 175-164BC, about four hundred years after Daniel wrote his inspired prophecy.
He was a great persecutor of the Jewish people. He desecrated the Temple, which led to the
Maccabean revolt. Antiochus polluted the Temple altar by sacrificing a sow, an unclean animal in
Jewish understanding. This rendered the Temple defiled and unusable to the Jewish people. This
was the attempt to wipe out the Jewish religion. According to 1Maccabees 1:57, the Abomination
of Desolation was set up and a statue of a Greek god was installed in the Temple. This was
offensive idolatry to the Jewish people. For a time the sacrifices were halted and the Temple left
desolate. This same action will be repeated by the future Antichrist, of which Antiochus Epiphanes
was a type in the Old Testament. This future desolation will signal the awful times of the second
three and a half years of the Great Tribulation. See Daniel 9:27 where it says that the prince (of the
same people who destroyed the first Temple and Jerusalem in AD 70) shall come and shall
confirm a covenant with many in Israel for a ‘week’ or a ‘seven’ of years . In the middle of that week
the ‘prince’ (Antichrist) will cause the sacrifice in the rebuilt Temple to cease by a similar
‘desolation’ of ‘abomination’. 2Thessalonians 2:4 covers the same period with the ‘ruler Antichrist’
setting himself up as god in the rebuilt Temple. Revelation 13:14-15 also records that an image is
set up in the Temple. It is worth commenting that none of these events took place in the first
century in connection with the Roman destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in AD 70. This
remarkable similar occurrence to that of the time of Antiochus Epiphanes is closely related to the
second coming of Christ and the fulfilment of all that Daniel had prophesied and what Jesus
prophesied also.

When the Temple is rebuilt in Jerusalem and the sacrificial system recommenced and is
probably abruptly halted by this future desecration and desolation of the altar and Temple, this will
be the sign to the Jewish people of the prophesied awful time of ‘Jacob’s Trouble’, which they will
know about from reading Jeremiah 30:7. In Matthew 24:16-20 Jesus instructs that when this future
event occurs, the Jewish people must flee to the mountains outside Israel for safety, almost
certainly in Petra, Jordan, among the mountains there. Like a protective sheepfold, Micah 2:12. So
sudden must the urgent leaving of Israel be that there will be no time to collect clothing or food and



Matthew’s Gospel

Living Word Open Study Bible School, Bournemouth, England
Page 43 of 62

that the flight of the Israelis should not be in the hazards of winter or on the Sabbath day which
greatly limits their travel to less than a mile. Problems will be considerable to expectant mothers or
those with young children in that day. Jesus said that then there would be ‘great tribulation, such
as was not seen since the beginning of the world to this time, nor ever shall be’.

The worst part of the Great Tribulation will be the specific period of three and a half years
beginning with the Abomination of Desolation and that future specific period will end with the
second coming of Christ the King of Israel. The three and a half years may be considered as forty
two months or one thousand two hundred and sixty days. This specific period of time should not be
confused with the build up through a general time of trouble called the ‘birth-pangs’ as Jesus says,
as in Matthew 24:6, ‘the end is not yet’. In verse 8 he says, ‘All these are the beginning of sorrows’.
This ‘general time of trouble’ is taught by Jesus in Matthew 24:4-14. Revelation 11:2 and 13:5 use
the term ‘forty two months for this second period of the seventieth week of the seven years in
Daniel 9:27. The use of one thousand two hundred and sixty days can be found in Revelation 11:3
and 12:6.

In Matthew 24:22 Jesus says that this period would be ‘shortened’. Taken literally this term
means terminated, cut off, or limited. The Greek word is ekolobothesan . This does not mean that
the term of three and a half years will be reduced in time, but that there will be a definite
termination or ‘cutting short with abruptness’, by the appearance of Christ - His second coming to
the Mount of Olives, (Zechariah 14:4). The time will be limited to three and a half years, otherwise,
as Jesus said, ‘no flesh shall be spared’. A limit is set - this specified time and no more! To allow
longer peril and period would endanger and possibly extinguish the very race and people the
Messiah Redeemer King is coming to save and deliver from the Beast-Antichrist!

This time of Great Tribulation, the like of which has never yet been seen on this earth,
consisting of Divine retribution and judgments upon a godless, unbelieving, rebellious world of
humanity, leads many interpret that, in conjunction with many other supporting Scriptures, the
Church will not have to go through this awful time yet to come. Daniel 12:1 speaks of a ‘time of
trouble such as never was since there was a nation (meaning Israel in context) even to that time
(which is to come)’. Nothing so far in history measures up to the prophesied events concerning this
‘seventieth week’ of Daniel 9. Thus this seventieth week is still future. Remember that the teaching
of Jesus in the later verses of Matthew 24 refer to these future events which are to come in history,
which will occur long after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in AD 70. It is still in our
future! Jesus warns the Jewish people, in the context of Matthew 24 and 25, of the ‘Abomination of
Desolation standing in the holy place’. He is giving warning of the Roman prince, in the context of
Daniel 9:24-27. Daniel 9:27, referring to this Abomination is better translated ‘on the wings of
abomination shall be one who makes desolate’, or, ‘upon the wings (of time?) stands the
abomination of desolation’. The Hebrew is difficult to translate. From 2Thessalonians 2:3-4 we see
the connection immediately that the ‘man of sin’ and Antichrist ‘beast’ of Daniel and Revelation is
the ‘prince (Roman) that shall come’, with the intent to destroy Israel. This is Satan’s attempt to
prevent the Kingdom of Heaven - the Millennial reign of Christ the King of Israel, taking place. The
‘Desolator’ committing the ‘Abomination’ is the Roman prince, the final Antichrist to come. The
‘wicked one’ in 2Thessalonians 2:8 is the ‘little horn’ of Daniel 7:8, the Antichrist of Revelation 13,
these are just the same titles for the same person yet to come.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST - SEEN BY ALL (Matthew 24:26–31)
Matthew 24:27 says, ‘As the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even to the west; so

shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.’ Revelation 1:7 similarly says, ‘behold, He comes with
clouds (pageantry and in Shekinah glory - plus angels and the true Church coming with Him); and
every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him, and all the peoples of the earth shall
wail because of Him. Even so. Amen.’
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In verse 28 we find the words ‘carcase’ and ‘eagles’. This speaks of Divine judgment and death
during the time of the awful ‘Tribulation, the Great One’.

In verses 29-31 we find cosmic disturbances mentioned, then the sign of the coming of the Son
of Man. The words are almost identical with Revelation 1:7, in verse 30, ‘then shall the peoples of
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.’ These cosmic disturbances are mentioned in Revelation 6:12-14, proving that the
events which Jesus talks about in Matthew 24 are clearly those which will occur during the Great
Tribulation period. There are many other judgments described between chapters 6 and 19 in the
book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Christ will subdue the earth, with all its rebellion, at His
coming again, in order to establish and bring in His earthly Kingdom. This is a different purpose to
that of His coming for His true Church. In order to end the chaos of the end period of the Great
Tribulation and war between nations, Christ will descend to the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4).
The New Testament letters of 1Thessalonians 4:13-18 speak of the Lord calling His Church to
‘meet Him in the air’. 1Corinthians 15:51-52 also gives information concerning the Lord Jesus
Christ coming for His true Church, with particular reference to resurrection of the dead in Christ,
but also having reference to the living believers who do not ‘sleep’ in death, being changed in the
‘twinkling of an eye’, at the sounding of God’s trumpet call to summon the true Church up to meet
Him. This wonderful event anticipated by believers is to occur seven years before the descent of
Christ to the Mount of Olives, truly called the Second Coming of Christ.

Matthew 24:15-31 perfectly answers the disciples question about Christ’s Second Coming and
signs leading up to it. Acts 1:11 gives the message from God through the angel messengers, ‘this
same Jesus who is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in similar manner as you have
seen Him go into heaven.’ The Lord Jesus Christ, Redeemer Messiah King of Israel will return to
earth in the same way as He left the earth - to the Mount of Olives, one mile east of Jerusalem and
overlooking that city.

This concludes the direct teaching of Jesus in answer to His disciples’ questions. What follows
are illustrations and applications. Remember what Jesus has said here are not instructions to the
Church, the saints in this present Dispensation, but rather to Israel and the Gentile Tribulation
saints who await the Second Coming of Christ to the earth.

PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE (Matthew 24:32–33)
Many consider this to refer to Israel, but it is better to conclude with what John Walvoord says in

his commentary on Matthew, ‘Matthew: Thy Kingdom Come’, (Moody Press, 1974). On page 192
he writes ‘a better interpretation is that Christ was using a natural illustration. Because the fig tree
brings forth new leaves late in the spring, the budding of the leaves is evidence that summer is
near. In a similar way, when those living in the Great Tribulation see the signs predicted, they will
know that the Second Coming of Christ is near. The signs in this passage , accordingly, are not the
revival of Israel , but the Great Tribulation itself’. It is true that Israel’s presence in the Middle East
as a nation is a dramatic evidence that the age is approaching its end and is supported by other
statements of the Word of God - both Old and New Testaments - but ‘this is not the point here’,
says Walvoord.

Verse 33. ‘All these things’ refer to the many signs spoken of which lead up to the Second
Coming of Christ.

Verse 34-36. ‘This generation’ - or ‘race’ means that Israel continues as a nation, indestructible,
right up to the time of the Second Coming. The same generation worldwide which will witness and
experience the Great Tribulation will also witness the Second Coming of Christ - those who survive
it!
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Jesus uses the time of Noah and life in his days to illustrate the general time of His return. Noah
built the ark over a period of a hundred years, indicating that the flood was definitely coming but
the precise time could not be stated. The flood judgment was impending, but the time of the flood
could not be accurately pronounced. Unlike the Rapture of the true Church, which has no
preceding signs to indicate its nearness and therefore could occur at any time - the term used for
the Church is ‘Imminence’ - any moment the Lord could come for His Church, which must therefore
be pre-tribulational in time. The event of the actual Second Coming of Christ to the earth will
happen when prophesied preceding signs have occurred and been fulfilled. Even when the ark
was complete, the precise day could not be predicted, or the hour, only the general time.

Verses 39 to 41. What does ‘one shall be taken and one shall be left’ mean? The word ‘take’ in
verse 39 and in Luke 17:34-36 is from the Greek ‘paralambano’ which means to seize, take by
force, to take prisoner. It does not mean to ‘take home’ as thinking of the Greek word ‘harpazo’
which means to take by force or to seize, but this Greek word is used in 1Thessalonians 4:13-18
and the context is taking the true Church ‘home’ to meet the Lord in the air and then ‘home’ to
heaven to be with the Lord. In Matthew 4:5 we read, ‘the devil takes Jesus by constraint’, as if to
try to take Jesus captive as a ‘prisoner’ subject to the devil. In Matthew 27:27, the trial of Jesus is
in view, we read, ‘the soldiers of the governor (Pilate) took Jesus (by force as a prisoner) into the
common hall’… Again, the same word is found in John 19:16 where Jesus is taken away to
judgment by the cross. ‘Jesus was delivered to be crucified. They took Jesus and led Him away.’

The context for the Church in 1Thessalonians 4:13-18 is implying life for the Church with the
Lord, forever in His presence. The context and use of a different Greek verb in Matthew 24 clearly
indicates judgment under God’s wrath and not escape from it.

The question in Luke 17:37, ‘where, Lord?’ has the answer, ‘wherever a body is (in death), there
the eagles, or vultures, will be gathered together’. This implies judgment under the wrath of God -
Armageddon at the end of the Great Tribulation. The rebellion of the earth’s population will be
taken prisoner for destruction. In Luke 17:27 and 29 the word ‘destroyed’ gives clear indication of
the purposes of God at that future time. Destruction and judgment will come to those in rebellious
godlessness at that time, when it comes.

In the context of Matthew 24:39-41 the one who is ‘left’ will enter the Kingdom of heaven,
because the person has experienced salvation during the period of the Great Tribulation. The one
‘taken’ has been taken prisoner for judgment. This is linked with the parable of the Sheep and the
Goats in Matthew 25:31-46 - the Judgment of the Living Nations. We shall examine that parable as
we progress in Matthew.

NECESSITY FOR WATCHFULNESS FOR THE LORD’S RETURN (Matthew 24:42-51)
Believers today need to be watchful, prayerful and prepared for the ‘imminency’ of the Rapture of

the Church, living right and ready to meet the Lord in the air. 1John 3:2-3 says, ‘beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he shall
appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as he is. Let every man that has this hope in
Him, purifies himself, even as he is pure’. If there are increasing signs of the approaching last
seven years, how much nearer is the coming of the Lord for His true Church! The parables that
Jesus uses in verses 43 and 44 - ‘Parable of the Householder’ and the parable in verses 45-51,
‘Parable of the Servant’, emphasise the need for watchfulness. The alert householder anticipating
the possibility of a break-in by a thief, is ready for him, should a thief come! He kept careful watch!
(The verb for ‘keep watch’ is ‘gregoreite’ in the Greek. The same verb is used in 1Thessalonians
5:6, rendered there as ‘be alert’). Just as one cannot know when a thief might come, so the
servants of God who will be living in the Great Tribulation to come, should expect Christ to come,
reading the signs of that time!
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The second parable in verses 45-51 moves on to a logical progression, that if a person becomes
a believer in the Great Tribulation he should take great care to serve the Lord faithfully and
fervently and be thoroughly prepared in His waiting, watchfulness and fruitfulness in the service for
the Lord whom He expects to come, reading the signs which will be apparent, leading up to the
return of Christ. Such a faithful servant will be rewarded by His Master. He will be made a ruler
(v47). The careless servant, also in charge of His Master’s’ household’, did not anticipate His
Master’s return soon and so lived as he pleased, disregarding His responsibilities laid upon him by
His Master. The servant who fails in his service will be judged severely. He will be dealt with as a
hypocrite will be judged, for such a person is a hypocrite - saying he is a believer, but showing no
fruits of his profession.

Israel was called to be a servant of the Lord right from the original calling of Abraham and then
becoming a nation. Perhaps the above parable is a picture of failing Jewish people in the Great
Tribulation period. There will be much witness by the 144,000 Jewish believers, plus the two
witnesses in that coming day of Jacob’s Trouble. Many Jewish people will become believers plus
masses of Gentiles responding to the Gospel of the Kingdom preached by those called to be
servants in that day to come. Two thirds of Israel will not believe and be killed in the second half of
the Great Tribulation. If unbelieving Jewish people survive, having been called as a ‘servant nation’
by God, then this second parable is a just picture of what will happen to faithless, indolent and
careless people of Israel at the Second Coming of Christ their Messiah Redeemer King.

Though the whole setting of what Jesus is saying is the Great Tribulation, nevertheless, being
the Word of God, it speaks to believers in our day leading up to the time of the Rapture and
resurrection of the true Church, that believers should be watchful, alert, faithful and true servants of
the Lord, abounding in the work of the Lord. 1Corinthians 15:58 says, ‘therefore (because of what
Paul has been saying about the coming of the Lord in verses 51 and 52) my beloved brethren, be
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as you know that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.’

TEACHING ON JUDGMENTS AT THE END OF THE AGE (Matthew 25: 1- 46)
The Kingdom of Heaven (v1), existed before the Church. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged this in

Daniel 4:26. Psalm 22:28 says, ‘the Kingdom is the LORD’S; and He is the governor among the
nations’.

These three parables are illustrations of God’s judgments resulting in separation and a dividing
of people. The first two parables relate to Israel being divided into faithful, watchful and serving
people of Israel and the unprepared and unready people of Israel, unbelieving and unfaithful. The
third parable relates to the Lord separating out the believing and serving from the unbelieving and
careless Gentile nations, with the appropriate decisions made by the Lord after His Second
Coming.

PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS (Matthew 25:1–13)
The parable of the Ten Virgins calls for watchfulness (v1-13). The parable of the Talents calls for

faithful serving (v14-30). The parable of the Sheep and the Goats illustrates the judgment of the
Living Nations when Christ has returned to sit on the ‘ throne of His Glory’ in Jerusalem (v31).

Parable of the Ten Virgins (v1-13) This parable, plus the parable of the Talents, is ‘aimed’ at
Israel in the period of ‘Jacob’s Trouble’: the Great Tribulation. They are the Bride’s companions in
a wedding celebration feast. The parable cannot refer to the Church for two reasons;-

(1) During this prophesied period of time the Church has been taken to Heaven by the coming of
the Lord for His Church, seven years before His Second Coming to the Mount of Olives. Matthew
24 and 25 relate to the Great Tribulation period of seven years, parallel to Revelation chapters 6-
19.
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(2) This cannot be the Church because the Lord says to five of the virgins, ‘I do not know you’
(v11 and 12). He would never say this to His true Church redeemed by His blood and within the
New Covenant.

On Christ’s return to Israel, He will judge the nation of Israel. (Ezekiel 20:33 to 44; Zechariah
13:1). Israel is portrayed in verses 1-13 as ten virgins who are awaiting the coming of the
Bridegroom of the true Church, but also He is the long awaited Messiah of Israel. In wedding
customs in Jesus’ day, the bridegroom would return from the house of the bride in a procession
leading to his own home where a wedding banquet would be enjoyed. The Scriptures teach that
Jesus as Head, Lord and Bridegroom of the true Church will return from heaven with His Bride, the
true Church, in order to bring about the Millennium - the Kingdom of heaven on earth. The faithful
and saved among the Jewish people in the Great Tribulation, who are portrayed by the faithful five
alert virgins, will be prepared and privileged to enter into the wedding feast, called the Marriage
Feast of the Lamb in Scripture. These five had prepared themselves by obtaining extra oil for their
lamps, indicating readiness. The other five had lamps, but no extra oil as a condition for entry into
the Marriage Feast and acceptance by the Bridegroom and King.

Israel in the Great Tribulation will know from the Scriptures that the coming of the Messiah must
be near, but only one third will be ready for Him, to welcome Him. It seems clear that the ‘oil’ in the
parable symbolises the Holy Spirit. Profession of faith is one thing, regeneration and new life and
light is another. The thoughts about what the ‘lamp’ means could be that the ‘lamp’ is the
Scriptures. Israel has had the revelation of God and was called to be the witness and servant
nation for the Lord to the nations. Psalm 119:105 says, ‘Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light
to my path.’ Clearly the virgins needed more oil than what the Holy Spirit gave through the
illumination from the Old Testament, though that was sufficient for the early Church to use in their
preaching, plus the Apostles knowledge of being with the Lord in the days of His flesh. The future
believing of Israel , the five virgins having extra oil, will have absorbed the truth of the New
Testament in that time, to know who their Redeemer is. During those days to come, the people of
Israel who have not made right preparations in readiness, i.e. believing unto salvation and
regeneration, only making mere profession and lip service, being without extra oil of the Holy Spirit
and His ministry to lead them to salvation, will be excluded from the Kingdom. The Lord and
bridegroom will not know them because they have not known Him. Jesus said in John 10:27, ‘My
sheep hear my voice and I know them , and they know me’.

After the Church is taken up to be with the Lord, there will be a fresh outpouring of the Spirit of
God, especially upon Israel, Zechariah 12:10 and also the book of the prophet Joel 2:28.

Verse 13 sums up one purpose of the parable. ‘Watch, therefore, for you neither the day nor the
hour when the Son of man comes.’ Believers of the Great Tribulation period should keep watch
(again the Greek verb is gregoreite, which means keep watch, be alert and prepared, as in
Matthew 24:42). The people of Israel have had to wait a long time, hence the use of the word
‘sleep’ in the parable. Israel has been spiritually asleep.

PARABLE OF THE TALENTS (Matthew 25:14 – 30)
This parable was spoken by Jesus on the second day before the Passover. The parable of the

Talents calls for serving the Lord. The Lord has gone away for a long time, in fact He went back to
heaven, but planned to return. Each servant is summoned to account for his service for their
Master. Have the servants utilised what was entrusted to them? The reward is equal for the faithful
two servants. (Same as the parable of the Workers in the Vineyard), whether they used five or two
talents. Verses 21 and 23 relate the Lord’s commendation of ‘well done, good and faithful servants;
you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things, enter into the joy
of your Lord’. The two servants were faithful in utilising what they had given to them. The servant
with one talent made excuse for not utilising what was entrusted to him. If he really believed his
Lord would be hard on him for laziness, not using his talent, he should have made sure he served
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fervently and faithfully. He had no faith or understanding of the Lord and therefore no obedience.
He typifies the unbeliever. Israel was called by God to worship, serve, obey and witness for their
God. This man did none of these things. The Jewish people misrepresented, misunderstood,
misjudged and misinterpreted Jesus and His purposes in coming to Israel. In verse 25 the man
said he was afraid. In a similar, but not identical parable in Luke 19, namely verse 21, we have the
man expressing his fear. The Greek verb is ‘phobeo’, which means ‘caused to run away from’. In
the same verse in Luke 19 the word ‘austere’ is used concerning the man’s view of the Lord. In
Greek the word ‘austere’ is similar to the English, this word is ‘austeros’ which means earnest or
severe, but not harsh or inhuman. In Matthew 25:24 the word used is ‘hard’ man. The Greek word
used is ‘skleros’, which means ‘grave reproach’. A different word is used here, but may have
similar idea of response by the Lord toward the servant. The Lord is displeased and severe
towards the indolent, unbelieving servant, failing the Lord in what was required of him. Israel was
unresponsive to Jesus, who sometimes said hard things and made difficult demands in the
Gospels. Romans 11:22 says, ‘behold the goodness and severity of God, on them which fell,
(disobeyed), severity’. Proverbs 13:15 says, ‘good understanding gives favour, but the way of the
transgressor is hard.’ The man’s own reply to the Lord judged himself.

Jesus used the words ‘wicked servant’ in Matthew 25:26 and in Luke 19:22. The word used in
the Greek in the Luke parable is ‘poneros’, which means’ mischievous, doing shrewd turns,
delighting in mischief’. Proverbs 28:14 says that ‘he who hardens his heart shall fall into mischief’.
Proverbs 12:21 says, ‘there shall no mischief happen to the righteous, but the wicked shall be filled
with mischief’. The Apostle Paul called Elymas, in Acts 13:10, a man ‘full of subtlety and all
mischief , you child of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to pervert the
ways of the Lord’. Judas misjudged the Lord and we know what he did and what happened to him
in the end. Was not Judas full of mischief?

This parable of the Talents is similar to that of Matthew 24:45-47.

Jesus’ summary of this parable is in verses 28-30. The two servants kept what they were
entrusted with and also kept what they gained and were promised reward and joy in addition. The
man with one wasted talent lost it as it was given to the man with ten talents, who had more
responsibility in having to use ten talents. Jesus said, as recorded in verse 29, ‘Every one who has
(used and gained in his service) shall be given more abundant service and responsibility, but the
irresponsible person, unfaithful and disobedient (among Israel) shall lose what he had’. How true
that is concerning Israel’s history. The God of Israel demanded fruitful faithfulness from Israel, but
Israel was barren when obedient fruitfulness was expected. However a new generation will
become faithful to the Lord as explained earlier.

The worthless servant was cast out, judged and condemned. Outer darkness, weeping and
gnashing of teeth is the picture of final judgment and rejection by God for unbelieving
unfaithfulness. Remember that salvation is never a reward, it is a free gift by the Grace of God.
Faithful service, however, will have its reward because such people have already experienced
salvation and show the fruits of it in serving and living right. Works are the evidence of salvation
not its foundation. This man did no works because he had no faith or newness of life within him.
This is a typical picture of unbelieving Jewish people having self-righteousness of their own but not
from God. Israel had had so many privileges from God. Romans 9:4 says that Israel had had
‘adoption, the revelation of God’s Glory, the Covenants, the giving of the Law and the service of
God and so many Promises’. Privilege brings responsibility. Israel had failed in their calling, but
they do have a glorious future under their Messiah King in His coming Kingdom of Heaven.

These have been two parables with the theme of watching, waiting and serving the Lord who is
to come.
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JUDGMENT OF THE LIVING NATIONS (GENTILES).
PARABLE OF THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS (Matthew 25: 31 – 46)

The third section of the Olivet Discourse begins with chapter 25:31. The first section, chapter
24:4-31, had answered the questions put to Jesus by His disciples concerning the signs of the end
of the age and the return of their Messiah King. The second section, chapters 24:32 to 25:30 put
forward interpretations and practical applications of how to live in the light of the truths Jesus had
been presenting, that He had planned to return to set up His Kingdom, but the time of His coming
was unknown.

From Matthew 25:31 Jesus went beyond His questioning disciples and gave teaching about
events which would immediately follow His return. Jesus will separate out nations as a shepherd
separates out sheep from goats at the end of the day wandering together in the fields. The living
nations are now subject to the King’s judgments. Ezekiel 34:17 says, ‘As for you, O My flock,
(meaning Israel), says the Lord GOD, behold I judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams
and the he goats’. The view that this is the general judgment of the unbelieving masses of people
is incorrect. There is no mention of resurrected people here. It is the judgment of the living nations.
This judgment must take place because it is necessary to prevent unbelievers from entering the
Millennial Kingdom which Christ would be about to set up. The judgment upon Israel, mentioned in
Ezekiel 20:34-38 and the final Great White Throne judgment of the unbelieving wicked, mentioned
in Revelation 20:11-15 are carried out at other times.

Matthew 25:31 sets the scene, ‘when the Son of Man shall come in His Glory, and all the holy
angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His Glory’. The judgment of the Church, the
Bema throne of 1Corinthians 3:12-15; 4:5 and 2Corinthians 5:10, had already taken place in
heaven before the second coming of Christ to the earth.

Those who are judged are Gentiles (Greek: ethne) distinguishing the Jewish nation from the
Gentiles as in Romans 3:29 and 9:24.

This parable is not an illustration of salvation by works. This is impossible, as described earlier.
Though it is true that faith must be shown by works, or it is dead and useless lifelessness. (James
2:26). So, what does the parable mean? Why does the King on His throne bless the sheep nations
and invite them to enter into the prepared Kingdom? (v34). These Gentiles from among the nations
of the world must have become believers in the Great Tribulation, as this is the setting of Matthew
chapters 24 and 25. The one hundred and forty four thousand Jewish people selected by God from
the twelve tribes of Israel, Revelation 7:4-8, had been preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom around
the earth. Many had believed their message, repented and became believers ready to bow to the
coming King. The Gentile believers, or Tribulation saints showed their faith by their works. Many of
these preachers of the Gospel of the Kingdom had been persecuted by the forces of Antichrist
during the second half of the Great Tribulation. Some had been imprisoned, many denied food and
clothing and many were sick as a result of all the persecution and deprivation of needs. These
Gentile tribulations saints risked much, even martyrdom, to provide the needs of these faithful
Jewish preachers. When the question is asked by the ‘sheep’ of the nations, Jesus replied, ‘you did
this to me when you helped my brethren’. Jesus’ brethren were Jewish people, people of His own
flesh and blood when He was on the earth in Israel. The coming King knew all that had happened
and separated out these ‘sheep’ believers from among the ‘goat’ unbelievers. It is possible that
these Gentile believers will be willing to help any Jewish people during these terrible times to come
for the people of Israel. It is called the Day of Jacob’s Trouble and the fiercest of all the history of
Anti-Semitic persecution. Certainly in that future time to come, it will become extremely dangerous
to give hospitality to any Jewish person. Of course, the opposite will become true. Unbelievers will
do nothing to help Jewish people in dire need in that day. Therefore only judgment remains upon
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these unbelieving godless people. They are the goat nations and a goat is known for his stubborn
rebellious nature!

The judgment upon the ‘goat’ nations into everlasting fire is of the same nature as the parable of
the Wheat and the Tares and also the parable of the Dragnet in Matthew 13. Only believers will be
entering the Millennial Kingdom set up by Christ the Messiah King. The decision whether people
have helped or hazarded the lives of Jewish people will be made by Christ, sitting on David’s
throne in Jerusalem. The actions of peoples will be illustrations of their faith or rebellion and they
will be judged accordingly, remembering that salvation is a gift and cannot be worked for. The
‘sheep’ from among the Gentiles have shown their faith by their work and are therefore those who
have experienced salvation by faith in Christ.

Does this parable, indirectly show that when Christ comes for His true Church , though not
mentioned in Matthew 24 and 25, it will be a ‘pre-tribulational’ coming for His true Church? Yes it
does imply pre-tribulational coming for His true Church because if the rapture and resurrection
occur at the same time as Christ descends from heaven to come to the Mount of Olives, this very
act would separate out believers from unbelievers, the saved from the unsaved and there would be
no need for the separation of the sheep from the goats as an act of judgment. The sheep and the
goats would have already been separated. Thus there is a time period between the Lord coming
for His true Church and His descent to the Mount of Olives, His true second advent. During the
Great Tribulation there will be a new set of saints, the tribulation saints, comprising of both Jewish
people and Gentile peoples, created by faith in Christ. There is no other way of salvation except by
repentance and trust in the redeeming work of Christ as atonement for sin.

The premillennial view of Scripture and the pre-tribulational rapture and resurrection of the true
Church can be indirectly understood from these Scriptures, though that is not the primary aim of
these Scriptures of Matthew 24 and 25, as Biblical Prophecy.

The Rapture and Resurrection of the true Church, the Bride of Christ, must occur prior to the
second coming of Christ to the earth, as the true Church will not experience the wrath of God,
(Romans 5:9; 1Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9; Revelation 3:10).

This judgment by the returning King, Messiah, Lord of heaven and earth fits naturally and well
into the prophetic programme understood by premillennialists. The throne is earthly, not heavenly.
Jeremiah 23:5 fits this scene perfectly. ‘Behold, the days come, says the LORD, that I will raise
unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper and shall execute judgment and
justice in the earth. Verse 6 goes on to say, ‘In His days Judah shall be saved and Israel shall
dwell safely; and this is His name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.’

Living believers enter the Millennium in their natural bodies, not needing resurrection bodies.
(The Millennium is the Kingdom of righteousness and peace and all believers will enjoy the reign of
Messiah the King of the Kingdom of Heaven). These believers from the Great Tribulation time will
have families born in the Millennium, some of whom will be the rebels in the final Gog and Magog
war, when Satan is released from the pit at the end of the Millennium, see Isaiah 65:18-25 and
Revelation 20: 7-10.

Correct Biblical exegesis of this passage provides the conclusion supporting the Pre-tribulational
and Premillennial view of Scripture, even though this is not the main view and purpose of this
prophecy within the Olivet Discourse.

The Olivet Discourse is one of the great Prophetic statements of the whole of Scripture,
providing detail found nowhere else, quite the same.
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BRIEF SUMMARY. The time of terrible trouble, described as a future period well beyond AD 70,
will be ended by the second coming of Christ. The living saved of the Great Tribulation will be
separated from the living unsaved of that time, and only the living saved will go on into the
Millennial Kingdom of Heaven set up by Christ following the judgment of the living nations. Christ
will bring the true Church from heaven with Him when He returns to the earth. That is why the
Church is not mentioned in Matthew 24 and 25. Israel and the nations will have been challenged
with the Gospel of the Kingdom and called to be prepared by becoming believers, called
Tribulation saints, watching, waiting and serving, alert for the coming again of the Messiah and
King, the Lord Jesus Christ. Living believers at that time are rewarded by the King and the
unbelieving among nations are judged by Him, sitting on His throne in Jerusalem.

After the death and resurrection of Jesus, the disciples would again raise the question about the
restoration of the Kingdom to Israel by Christ their Messiah King. The disciples could only think
from the Old Testament prophecies about the promised Kingdom. The Church was entirely new,
called a ‘mystery’ in Scripture, not revealed until the appropriate time in the Father’s planning and
only briefly mentioned by Jesus to His disciples.

A terrible climax called ‘birth-pangs’ by Jesus, would come with great world-wide upheavals
before the Kingdom would be ushered in like a ‘birth’.

All prophecy will be fulfilled - centred around the second coming of Christ and the events which
immediately follow His coming. Prophesied history will become actual history at its appointed time.

John Walvoord says in his book ‘Matthew: Thy Kingdom Come’, page 204, ‘This is the final word
in the first Gospel, in answer to its leading question concerning the fulfilment of the prophecies of
the Old Testament of a glorious Kingdom on earth. Matthew states clearly that while Christ, in His
first coming, suffered, died and rose again, being rejected as both King and Saviour by His own
people, He will come again in triumph, and will bring in the prophesied Kingdom literally, just as the
Old Testament prophecies had anticipated. There is postponement but not annulment of the great
prophecies of the Kingdom on earth…. Not one prophecy will be left unfulfilled when history has
completed its course and finally the saints are gathered in the New Jerusalem in the new heaven
and the new earth.’
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The National Rejection of the King.
Matthew Chapters 26 and 27

Verses 1–5. Plot to kill Jesus by the religious hierarchy. The Feast of Passover and Unleavened
Bread lasts 7 days, plus the two days mentioned in verse 2 means that 10 days may pass before
Jesus would be crucified, but not during the Feast, verse 5 – that was wicked scheming cunning by
the religious leaders. God’s timing will prove to be different. Jesus was right – see verse 2. God’s
timing was brought about by the betrayal by Judas, initially unknown by the religious leaders, but
they took advantage of the given opportunity when it came. The cross was hours away, not days,
because Jesus was the Passover Lamb. 1st Cor.5:7. God’s time is perfect in its execution.

Verses 6–13. Anointing for burial, verse 12. A Prophetic Perfume.
The disciples did not grasp verse 2. See verses 8-9 – social action and not salvation. John 12:1-8

says that Judas made the comment about the oil being sold and proceeds given to the poor, John
12:4-6. Judas stole from the money bag, having no concern for the poor. Mary also named as
anointing Jesus. Jesus spent His last few nights among friends at Bethany. The expensive
perfume was valued at 300 denarii – a year’s wages. This was such costly sacrifice, love and
worship by Mary. Lazarus was also present, John 12:2 – especially meaningful for him – John 11.

It was six days before the Passover. John 12:1. This supper was therefore 4 days before
Matthew 26:2 when Jesus said he would be crucified. This it was indeed a prophetic perfume with
which Mary anointed Jesus, four days previous. Matthew states that Mary anointed Jesus head,
chapter 26:7. Kings are anointed before taking up their role as a king (Samuel – David. 1st Samuel
16:13). Was the anointing of the head also prophetic of Jesus becoming King of Israel as David
was? Jesus is ‘great David’s greater Son’, who will fulfil the Davidic Covenant when He comes to
be Israel’s King. He is truly Son of David, Son of God and Son of Man. John adds that Mary
anointed His feet and wiped His feet with her hair, John 12:3. Is there any significance in this, in
relation to 1st Cor. 11:15. ‘If a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given to her
for a covering’. Surely Mary was submitting to Jesus, honouring Him and bowing to His greater
glory as Son of God and Son of Man.

One day those feet of the Son of God will tread down all His enemies and all will be under His
feet, 1st Cor. 15:25-27; See Psalm 8:5-6. Divine significance – see Ephesians 1:20-22. Mary, who
sat at Jesus’ feet, had insight into the spiritual significance of the Passover time and the death of
Jesus. Jesus had told His disciples at least three times about His impending death, Matthew 16:21;
17:22-23; 20:18-19. The disciples were so much slower than Mary to perceive the forthcoming
event – or was it revelation? She had sat at Jesus’ feet – a willing learner.

Verses 14-16. Judas plans betrayal. He would do anything for money. He was a thief (John
12:6). Thirty pierces of silver was redemption price paid for a slave (Exodus 21:32) who had been
accidentally killed – prophesied in Zechariah 11:12-13 – the price for the services of the rejected
shepherd. It could have been a substantial sum as coinage value is not mentioned.

Jesus had cleansed the Temple on the Monday of that week and the religious hierarchy were
eager to find some way to get their hands on Jesus privately.

It is interesting to read that the ‘Servant Songs’ of Isaiah Ch. 42:1-9; 49:1-7; 50:10; 53:1-12,
especially verse 11, are prophetic of Jesus, the slave/servant obedient to the death of the cross.
Philippians 2:5-11, especially verses 7-8.

Verses 17–30. Jesus with His Disciples at Passover.
Peter and John made preparation for Passover (Luke 22:8) in the city (v18), the place being kept

secret from Judas and the rest of the disciples to avoid premature arrest or to break up these
important events and significance of that evening. The disciples had been with Jesus for three
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years and this night was never to be forgotten. Compare verse 29 with Luke 22:18. John and
Judas were at either side next to Jesus (John 13:23-24). Peter was further down the table, not
close to Jesus. The spirit of contest between them was still apparent (John 13:8-9, washing the
disciples’ feet). Matthew stresses the importance of the betrayal of Jesus by Judas. It seems that
most of the Passover was complete before Judas was identified (John 13:21-30).

Probable Order of the Passover.

Jesus gave thanks and they drank from the cup.
The bitter herbs were introduced, symbolising their rigorous life in Egypt.
Jesus introduced the unleavened bread and the lamb which had been killed and roasted

according to the instructions.
Jesus ate the bitter herbs, and the others followed suit
Jesus mixed the wine and the water for the second cup, which in an ordinary home, would

occasion the youngest son asking the meaning of the Passover feast and the father explaining.
They sang the Hallel, Psalms 113 and 114 and then they drank again from the cup. The third cup

was the cup of redemption. It was probably at this point that Jesus spoke about His body being
broken, symbolised in the broken matzah bread and also the wine symbolising His shed blood, for
the remission of sins, establishing the new testament or covenant, verses 26–28.

Jesus ceremonially washed His hands, then taking two cakes of bread, wrapping the broken
bread with herbs, dipping in the juices of the roasted lamb, and eating of the meat.

The rest joined Him in eating the food that had been prepared.
The Passover concluded with the singing of the Psalms 115 to 118, drinking the fourth cup,

followed by the singing of Psalms 120 to 137.

Betrayal shocked the disciples (Matthew 26:21 compare with John 13:25-28.) Judas did not
partake of the new meaning of the bread and the wine. Crooked reasoning of the natural mind in
Judas. He would follow and identify with a conquering King Messiah but not a crucified suffering
Servant Messiah – the death of one who had been heralded recently as King of the Jews – what
ignominy and shame. Judas could not identify with that. Who knows – Jesus’ disciples might be
next for execution. This is not for comfort-loving and greedy, thieving Judas. At least he would be
30 pieces of silver better off – so he thought – until Jesus was condemned. (Matthew 27:3-4).
Conscious struck with remorse, Judas flung back the 30 pieces of silver into the Temple and
hanged himself.

The Lord’s Supper was instituted after Judas left. Paul was given further instruction in 1st Cor.
11:23-34 by revelation (Galatians 1:16-17). The last Passover together became the first
Communion instituted. Matthew 26:29 refers to the Millennial Kingdom when Christ returns to fulfil
His Kingly appointment. The disciples would reign over Israel under Him, Mt.19: 28. Wine will not
be drunk in heaven, Matthew 26:29.

Verse 17. The first day of Unleavened Bread of the seven days. Comment concerning Luke 22:7
is worthy of note. “The Synoptic Gospels speak of the meal Jesus ate with His disciples as the
Passover meal. But the Gospel of John indicates Jesus died on the cross at the exact time that
lambs were slain in preparation of the nation’s Passover meals (John 19:14). But this can be
explained by the fact that the Feast of Unleavened Bread was a seven day feast following the one
day Feast of the Passover, but sometimes all eight days were called “the Passover”. (Luke 2:41;
22:1; Acts 12:3-4) or the seven days were the “Passover Week” (John 19:14). A different
explanation is that Jews in the first century followed two calendars in observing the Passover.
According to this view Jesus and His disciples observed one date, eating the Passover meal
before His crucifixion, whereas most of the nation, including the Pharisees, followed the other
calendar in which the Passover lambs were slain on the very day of Jesus’ death.” Extracted from
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the commentary on Luke’s Gospel by John A. Martin in the Bible Knowledge Commentary – an
exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary faculty, editors John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck.

In Matthew 26:22, the disciples called Jesus “Lord”, whereas Judas only called Jesus “Rabbi”,
or “Master” – verses 25 and 49.

The wine symbolised blood inaugurating the New Covenant as promised in Jeremiah 31:31-37;
32:37-40; Ezek. 34:25-31; 36:26-28. It was the blood shed for the forgiveness and remission - or
sending away - of sin. (Heb. 9:14-15,22; 10:19).

Jesus and His disciples were well aware of the dangers of being in Jerusalem. The chief priests
and other religious leaders, e.g. the scribes, were plotting to arrest Jesus, especially after the
raising of Lazarus and the resurrection teaching by Jesus (John chapter 11).

Judas was also planning to betray Jesus. Was Jesus conscious of the truth of Psalm 23:5? ‘You
prepare a table before in me in the presence of my enemies.’ Thus the place for the preparation of
the Passover was arranged secretly. Presumably the man, in whose home Jesus arranged the
Passover was a disciple of Jesus, name unknown, but he opened his home for the last night that
Jesus would have with His disciples, having had three years together, before His arrest, trials,
crucifixion and resurrection.

The other Gospels give account of the Passover, Mark 14:17-21; Luke 22:14-30, where the
account of the institution of the Lord’s Supper is included. John 13:1-12 also includes the washing
of the disciples’ feet by Jesus.

Jesus and His disciples reclined at a U - shaped long table. The disciples argued about who
would sit next to Jesus at the table. (John and Judas reclined next to Jesus, at either side – putting
the Gospel narratives together). Matthew 18:1-4 records the contest between the disciples
regarding who should be the most prominent. This had been present over their last six months
together and now the issue reared its ugly head, coming to the surface here again. Perhaps Jesus’
example of humility in washing His disciples’ feet was the way of His dealing with the problem of
pride and self-aggrandisement. In any case it was the Father’s decision regarding prominence.

Matthew emphasises the betrayal of Jesus by Judas, (Ch. 26:14-16; 21-25). None of the
disciples knew that Judas was the betrayer of Jesus. John 13: 28 says, ‘Now no man at the table
knew for what intent Jesus spoke to Judas. Verse 27 is where Jesus said to Judas, ‘ what you are
going to do, do quickly.’ This was after Jesus had given the sop to Judas, when Satan entered into
him. The disciples asked Jesus, ‘Lord, is it I?’ with real sorrow. Judas was probably silent all the
time. The words of Jesus in verse 24 are grave indeed. ‘The Son of Man goes as it is written of
Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that
man if he had never been born.’ This statement exposed the terrible sin of Judas – mystery of
human responsibility and Divine sovereignty. Consider the truth of Isaiah 53 compare with Matthew
26:56 – (betrayal and arrest), ‘All this was done, that the Scriptures of the prophets might be
fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled’. Chapter 26:23 implies, from the response of
Jesus, that he was talking about someone who was sitting close to Jesus, ‘he that dips his hand
with me in the dish, the same shall betray me’. This could have been John or Judas who were
sitting at either side of Jesus, see John 13:26-30. From Matthew and John, Judas is clearly in view
here – certainly not John. John 13:30 says, ‘he (Judas) having received the sop went immediately
out: and it was night’. (It was certainly spiritually night for Judas).

The institution of the Lord’s Supper, Breaking of Bread or Communion, is familiar. Matthew 26:
29 is important here. Jesus said, ‘I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day
when I drink it new with you in my Father’s Kingdom.’ (Note: there is no wine drunk in heaven).
Jesus is looking well ahead from that day to His Millennial Kingdom when He will return with His
Church - redeemed and resurrected saints - including those disciples, except Judas, to rule this
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earth as King of Israel and King of kings, exercising His divine sovereignty and fulfilling the Davidic
Covenant. Jesus was called Son of David. He is in the line of the kings of Judah, as was David,
through Nathan, 2nd Samuel 7 and Psalm 89.

The New Covenant was promised to Israel in Jeremiah 31:31-37; 32:37-40; Ezek. 34:25-31;
36:26-28. This Covenant is first promised to Israel. A remnant of Israel will be redeemed; ruled
over by the Messiah Yeshua, a King and the New Covenant inaugurated when they ‘see Him
whom they pierced and a fountain of cleansing will be opened for the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem’, Zech. 12:10–13:1. That is why Jesus linked the Millennial statement
following the symbol of the third cup of wine – known as the cup of redemption - for His blood of
the New Covenant in Matthew 26:27-29, for His Jewish disciples. He is the Jewish Messiah
Redeemer King of Israel and He had previously told His disciples –‘Truly, I tell you, you who have
followed me, in the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit in the throne of His glory, you also
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel’ (Matthew 19:28). All this truth
would be brought together in the ‘regeneration’ of Israel, in the New Covenant relationship through
the Millennial reign of Christ. Jesus will return to the earth, to Jerusalem and Israel to rule from
Jerusalem, see Acts 1:6 and 9-12. Also read Zech. 14: 4.

Jesus’ teaching on the way to Gethsemane - Chapter 26:31-35
Verse 31. Jesus predicts that all the disciples would forsake him, fulfilling Zech. 13:7. Matthew

quotes from Zechariah several times – ‘smite the Shepherd and the sheep will be scattered’. At the
same time Jesus predicts His resurrection and that He would meet them in Galilee, v32. However,
He did meet them at first in Jerusalem, see chapter 28:7. Jesus’ third prediction in v34 follows
Peter’s rash, indignant statement. In verse 35 Peter denies his soon denial. Jesus told Peter that
he would deny any connection to Jesus. In the upper room Jesus had previously told Peter about
his denial of knowing Jesus, John 13:38. Peter had not received that prediction either. All the
disciples sided with Peter’s statement.

Jesus in Gethsemane – Chapter 26:36-46
Gethsemane means ‘olive press’. Jesus took with Him the three who had been with Him on the

Mount of Transfiguration, (Matthew 17:1-9). They had also witnessed the raising of Jairus’
daughter, Matthew 9:18-25. The three disciples were Peter, James and John. Jesus expected
support from these three saying, ‘stay here and watch with me’. In great distress Jesus moved
away to talk with His Father. His disciples slept. The loneliness of Christ is evident. No-one could
carry what he alone could carry to the cross – the burden of becoming responsible for and bearing
the judgment of His Father against sin in His own body on the tree, as Peter would write later in 1st

Peter 2:24. It is interesting that Peter wrote this and verse 25. ‘For you were as sheep going stray,
but are now returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls’. This was the hour of extreme
mental agony – ‘strong cryings and tears’, (Hebrews 5:7). Jesus would even be smitten by His
Father and afflicted, finally forsaken, (Isaiah 53:4-6 says, ‘surely He has borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken of God and afflicted. But He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him; and with His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the LORD has laid upon Him the iniquity of us all’). 2nd Corinthians 5:21
says, ‘He has made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him’. Matthew 27:46 says, ‘About the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?, that is to say, My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken
me ?’ Whatever Jesus experienced within at that time, He did not shrink from obeying His Father’s
will – even the death of the cross, Phil. 2:8.

Getting back to the garden of Gethsemane experience, though Jesus was speaking to Peter, the
words were spoken in the plural, to the three closest to Him, at least. Peter had rashly stated that
he would die before failing Jesus, but now he slept.
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In Old Testament terms “cup” meant “wrath” against sin. Jesus would bear this instead of
ourselves, drinking and emptying the cup of God’s wrath, bearing our sin in His body on the tree,
as 1 Peter 2:24 teaches.

In Matthew 26:41 Jesus acknowledged their weakness of the flesh. Their will power was not
equal to the occasion. Jesus prayed twice more, verses 42 and 44, then returned to his disciples
with a sad and heavy heart that they were still sleeping in contrast to His agony, having prayed
under great pressure unto perspiring blood and being exhausted. Perhaps Satan tried to kill Him in
the garden to prevent Jesus from fulfilling the prophecy regarding the death of the cross, Psalm 22.
Jesus would not have avoided the Father’s will, which was the way of the cross. This did not
lessen the agony of Spirit, mind and the effect on the body – a mystery indeed.

The agony of Gethsemane relates to us that Jesus was under extreme pressure in the garden of
the “oil press”. When the agony was over Jesus knew what was ahead of Him. The Scriptures
relate the brutality of Jesus’ final hours “in the hands of wicked men”, Acts 2:23 and 3:14-15.

Betrayal and Arrest in the Garden – Chapter 26:47-56
Judas was leading a large crowd, including Roman soldiers (John 18:3) and a Temple Guard

(Luke 22:52), sent by the Chief Priests and Elders. Perhaps such a large number expected
resistance to Jesus’ arrest. Judas kept his bargain. A pre-arranged plan was to betray Jesus with a
kiss, v49, - Judas wicked betrayal was expressed by such a hypocritical kiss. The Greek verb
indicates that Judas kissed Jesus again and again. Jesus addressed Judas as ‘hetaire’ – ‘friend or
associate’, not ‘phile’ meaning ‘beloved friend’. John 18:10 identifies Peter in his usual way of
instant action attempting to defend Jesus by lashing out with his sword, perhaps intending to kill
anyone attacking Jesus. In the wild moment he missed a deadly thrust and cut off the ear of the
servant of the High Priest. Had Peter succeeded in what he was attempting, he too would have
been crucified. Peter’s martyrdom was still future – this was not the time. No-one could serve the
Master with the sword anyway! Jesus could have called upon His Father to deliver Him but that
had been settled by three prayer occasions in the garden. He did not need 70,000 angels to deliver
Him – the death of the cross was soon to be experienced. Note v54, ‘How shall the Scriptures be
fulfilled, that thus it must be’. Complete obedience to the Father’s will was the path of the cross.
Jesus addressed the crowd. They could have arrested Jesus in the Temple among the crowds, but
the authorities feared the crowd’s retaliation had they done so. Verse 56 says, ‘All this was done
that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled…’ The statements of the prophets must be
fulfilled as the Word and Will of God.

The disciples fled as Jesus predicted. The sheep scattered. He was now alone. No one could
help Him provide redemption through sacrificial death – only the Lamb of God alone could bear
away the sin of the world.

The King of the Jews on Trial before His Jewish Subjects – Chapter 26:57-68
The whole procedure was illegal. No trials were to be held at night. John says in chapter 18:13-

23 that Jesus had a brief trial before Annas who then sent Jesus to Caiaphas. The purposes of
these preliminary trials was to find a legal basis upon which Jesus could be condemned to death.
False witnesses were sought, but even they could not agree, verses 59-61. Eventually two false
witnesses were obtained. Their statement was not sufficient grounds for condemnation. Jesus
remained quiet, not answering, as no charges were brought against Him yet until He was
challenged under oath about Him being “the Christ, the Son of God”, verse 63. It is strange that the
High Priest could not bring in any witness to confirm his charges. Jesus spoke the truth under oath.

Judas was nowhere to be seen. Jesus had frequently claimed Messiahship and Deity. Jesus
added, ‘I say unto you, hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power,
and coming in the clouds of heaven’, also see Ch. 24:30. In response to Jesus’ claim to Deity, the
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High Priest rent his clothes (which he was forbidden to do by Law (Lev. 21:10)), saying ‘you have
heard His blasphemy’. The Chief Priests, Elders and the Sanhedrin Council pronounced Jesus
guilty and worthy of death, see verses 57 & 59. Even Peter followed, entering the High Priest’s
palace, but sat with the servants at a distance – ‘to see the end’, v58.

Jesus was not guilty of blasphemy or the sentence of death because He had proved His
Messiahship by His actions in miracles of healing and deliverance – His Messianic credentials. He
was who He said He was – Messiah, Son of God and Son of Man.

Then, contrary to Roman and Jewish law they abused Him – hitting Him and spitting in His face,
verses 67-68. Everyone present had two choices, either to worship and acknowledge who He was,
or to reject Him, accusing Him of blasphemy and to put Him to death. They chose the latter, which
sealed their rejection of the One who came to bring Redemption as the Lamb of God. Their fate
was sealed also – judgment in AD 70. Jesus was silent throughout, Isaiah 53:7; 1st Peter 2:23.

Peter’s Three Denials – Chapter 26:69-75
1) Denial of being with Jesus, responding to a young woman, verses 69-70.
2) Similar to the above – second occasion, verses 71-72, denying any knowledge of or identifying

with Jesus.
3) Third denial came an hour later (Luke 22:59), v53, accusation by the crowd.
Peter’s Galilean speech was clear. Peter was under so much pressure that he swore and cursed,

declaring he had no knowledge of Jesus, v64. Mark 14:68 states the cock crowed after the second
denial. The cock crowed a second time, Mark 14:72 after the third denial. Mark 14:72 records the
words of Jesus, “Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt betray me thrice”. Peter remembered the
words of Jesus. He ran out and away, weeping bitterly. Luke 22:61 adds, “The Lord turned and
looked upon Peter”. Peter had so rashly thought he would willingly die for his Master and Lord, but
now faced the awful truth about himself. When put to the test Peter failed miserably. The calling
down of curses upon himself was a legal way of seeking to affirm one’s innocence. If calamities did
not follow, Peter would be assumed innocent. Peter knew differently, so he ran away weeping
bitterly. Most likely, they were tears of great remorse, having forsaken and denied the Lord.

Matthew Chapter 27

Matthew 27:1-2. When morning came, all the Chief Priests and Elders of the people counselled
and agreed to put Jesus to death. Night trials forbidden meant a day-time decision. Jewish people
under Roman dominance could not put Jesus to death, John 18:31. Jewish leadership needed
Pilate’s ruling for the death sentence and execution. Pilate was Procurator of Judea and Samaria,
AD 26-36. Jesus was bound and taken to Pilate who at the Passover feast was in his Jerusalem
palace to oversee any trouble in the crowded city. His home was in Caesarea.

The Remorse of Judas – Too Late – Chapter 27:3-10
Judas knew he had betrayed innocent blood, Psalm 41:9. He knew that Jesus was not worthy of

death. Judas had to get rid of these 30 pieces of silver. The religious authorities refused to bear
any responsibility for Judas’ action. Judas threw the money into the Temple holy place (naos) and
went out to hang himself. The Chief Priest took the money to buy a field for the burial of strangers.
(Aceldama: field of blood – Acts 1:16-19, in Judas’ name). The Chief Priests could not receive
blood money into the Temple treasury. Consider the awful reaction of Judas in contrast to the
indifference of the religious authorities who wanted Jesus put out of the way.

In verse 9 Matthew refers to Jeremiah – may be Jer. 18:1-4 & 19:1-4,6 & 11, but the real
connection is Zechariah 11:12-13. Matthew may have had both prophets in mind, but only
mentioned the major prophet and also knowing that the third section of the Old Testament began
with the book of Jeremiah and included all that followed. Note that the Old Testament was split up
into Law (first five books); Psalms – but included other books and the third part began with
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Jeremiah (prophets) and the reference is related to this section of the Old Testament – rather than
to the book of Jeremiah. Similarly in Mark 1:2-3,where Mark quotes directly from Isaiah 40:3 and
Malachi 3:1 combined.

In Zechariah 11:12-13, the 30 pieces of silver are paid to dispose of Israel’s shepherd. In
Matthew the price is paid to dispose of Jesus, the true Shepherd of Israel.

Trial before Pilate – Chapter 27:11-26
Luke mentions Jesus being taken to Herod after a preliminary hearing, Luke 23:6-12. Pilate had

heard that Jesus came from Galilee, Herod’s jurisdiction. Jesus remained totally silent before
Herod and so was sent back to Pilate for judgement. Matthew, Mark and John combine the two
trials before Pilate. In Luke 23:1-2 the trial began with the accusation against Jesus:

(1) That He was perverting the nation and
(2) He forbade the giving of tribute to Caesar and claiming to be king.
(3) Matthew begins with this third accusation, “Are you king of the Jews?” inquires Pilate. To

which Jesus replied, “As you say”, affirming it was true. John 18:33-37 records Jesus as
saying, “My kingdom is not of this world, if it was, My servants would fight”, John 18:36.

Jesus’ answer satisfied Pilate who sought to release Jesus. There were further vehement
demands for Jesus’ death. Pilate had pronounced Jesus innocent, thus Jesus was under no
obligation to answer Jewish accusations. Pilate saw a way out from this dilemma by offering to
release a prisoner at Passover. Perhaps Pilate had hoped to release Jesus. However there was
the clamour to release Barabbas. Interesting play on words here – Bar abbas means ‘son of the
father’. Jesus was the true Son of the Father. Verse18 states that Pilate knew that the Jewish
leaders were envious of Jesus and so planned to kill Him.

Pilate’s wife had had a dream which greatly troubled her and warned Pilate “not to have anything
to do with this just man”, v19.

The greater pressure for the crucifixion of Jesus and the release of Barabbas caused Pilate to
bow to the pressure put upon him. Even though Pilate declared Jesus innocent, he washed his
hands, supposedly cleansing himself from responsibility for Jesus death. Remarkably, Jesus had
been pronounced innocent both by Judas and Pilate (verses 4 & 24). The people recklessly and
thoughtlessly brought the responsibility for Jesus’ death upon their own heads, “Then answered all
the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children”, v25).

Tragically, the consequences of such a declaration were realised and fulfilled in the destruction
of Jerusalem and the Temple, also the slaughter of over a million Jewish people. This was AD 70.
Jesus had prophesied this destruction – see Luke 19:41-44. The people did not know that their
Messiah King had been to visit them.

Pilate released Barabbas, had Jesus scourged and then delivered Jesus up for crucifixion. Pilate
was guilty of a travesty of justice. All the more so as Pilate had declared Jesus innocent on four
occasions, see Luke 23:14,20,22 and John 19:4.

Crucifixion of King - Chapter 27:27-56
Jesus mocked and humiliated, verses 27-32.
Perhaps Pilate supervised the soldiers’ mockery in the Praetorium which was thronged with

Roman soldiers, in order to humiliate and degrade Jesus’ claim to be King of the Jews and make
Him look ridiculous, crowned with thorns, plus clothed with a red robe. Jesus was so beaten about
the head and body. He was almost beyond recognition. This fulfilled Isaiah 52:14. “As many were
astonished at thee; His visage was so marred more than any man, and His form more than the
sons of men.” Stripped, mocked, spat upon and humiliated before a large crowd, Jesus was led
away for crucifixion.

The custom was that the accused would carry his cross. Jesus was so weak that Simon of
Cyrene was compelled to carry the cross for Jesus.
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Jesus crucified - verses 33-44
Golgotha looked like a skull in shape. Jesus refused to drink sour wine with a drug pain-killer in it.

As Jesus was crucified Roman soldiers cast lots for His woven coat, fulfilling the prophecy of
Psalm 22:18. The inscription nailed to the cross above His head was, “This is Jesus, the King of
the Jews”, v37, being the charge brought against Jesus. This would have caused the Roman
involvement and action. The title would have been written in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic. Matthew
records the mocking of the crowd, Chief Priests, Scribes and Elders, challenging Jesus and
taunting Him to come down from the cross, if He was the Son of God, “Thou that destroyest the
Temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the
cross”, v40.

Tragically true, Jesus could not save Himself. It was the Father’s will that His death, as the Lamb
of God, would be the atoning sacrifice demanded by the Father for the sins of the world. Only the
obedient Son could take away sin, bearing the responsibility for sin as representative man under
the wrath and condemnation of the Father, in His holiness. Verses 42 and 43 say, “He saved
others; Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross,
and we will believe Him. He trusted in God, let Him deliver Him, if He will have Him, for He said, I
am the Son of God.” The mockery fulfilled the anticipation of Psalm 22:6-13.

Jesus Dies on the Cross - verses 45-56
Jesus was crucified at the ‘third hour’ – 9 a.m. Darkness enveloped the land from the ‘sixth hour’,

12 noon, normally the brightest time of day, probably in early April. About the ‘ninth hour’, 3 p.m.,
verses 45-46, Jesus cried out in Aramaic,“Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?

That is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” This was the spoken language of
the Jewish people. Matthew uses the Hebrew for “My God” – “Eli”, but Mark uses the Aramaic
“Eloi”. Jesus uses Psalm 22:1 for this expression. God the Father had judiciously forsaken the Son
on the cross, though he had been strengthened in the garden. Jesus was bearing away our sin
responsibility in his own body as our substitute, also our representative Man, the ‘Second’ or ‘Last
Adam’, being judged and condemned in our place under the just judgement of a Holy God
exercising His wrath in due penalty against sin. This reminds us of what Peter wrote in his first
letter, 1st Peter 2:24 & 3:18.

The Father had to turn away from His only Son who bore the curse against sin upon the tree of
Calvary / Golgotha. See Galatians 3:18 and Deuteronomy 21:22. Jesus died for us – Romans 5: 6
& 8. This was the first and only time that Father and Son were separated in all eternity – what a
cost for both Father and Son!

When Jesus died, He committed Himself back into the Father’s hands. Those who heard the cry
‘Eli’, mistook the word for ‘Elias’, thinking He was calling for Elijah, verses 47 & 49.

Jesus cried aloud, yielded up the Spirit and died. Luke records, “Father, into your hands I
commend my Spirit”, Luke 23: 46. John briefly says, “It is finished”, meaning accomplished, John
19:30. Jesus dismissed His Spirit by an act of His own will. John 10:17 and 18 say, “Therefore doth
my Father love Me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me,
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This
commandment have I received of My Father”.

At the point of His death awesome incidents took place. An earthquake occurred, splitting rocks
(chapter 27:51) and the Temple heavy veil was ripped in two from top to bottom. This heavy and
thick veil separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place in the Temple The Divine commentary
on this is in the letter to the Hebrews 10:19-22 shows that the death of Jesus opened the way for
Believers to go right into the very presence of God all the time and at any time. Only the High
Priest had that privilege and responsibility in Old Testament times and that was in the autumn of
the year, on Yom Kippur – the Day of Atonement. Matthew alone records the events of verse 53.
The resurrection of some Old Testament saints in Jerusalem took place after Jesus’ resurrection,
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though v52 says that when Jesus died and the earthquake occurred, the graves were split open,
but no one could be raised until Jesus was raised. He conquered death for us and completed the
Father’s commission for Jesus to die for sin, entrusting the Father for His resurrection, Ephesians
1:19-20. Remember from John 10:17 & 18 that Jesus could take up His life, working with His
Father.

The token resurrection of the few of the Old Testament saints in Jerusalem, seems to be the
fulfilment of the Feast of First Fruits in Leviticus 23:10-14. This was a token for the expected
harvest of grain, when the people would bring a sheaf of wheat and the priest would wave it before
the Lord.

The centurion on duty, observing all that had occurred said, ‘truly this was the Son of God’. He
had witnessed many crucifixions, but never one like this, considering the words of Jesus and the
events of that day – supernatural as they were. There were many women standing at a distance,
who had followed Jesus from Galilee, including Mary Magdalene; Mary, the mother of James and
Joseph; also the mother of the sons of Zebedee – James and John, v56. They went home, very
sorrowful, at the death of Jesus.

The Burial of Jesus – verses 56-61
Bodies of crucified criminals were often thrown into a lime pit, or a shallow grave, or even on a

refuse tip. Joseph of Arimathea, a town east of Joppa, was a secret disciple of Jesus, v57 and
John 19:38. Like Nicodemus, he was challenged to come into the open. He was a wealthy and
influential member of the Sanhedrin. Luke 23:50-51 says he was ‘a good and just man, disagreeing
with the crucifixion, waiting for the Kingdom of God’. Joseph acted in a brave way by asking Pilate
for the body of Jesus. Joseph laid the body of Jesus in his own hewn new tomb, fulfilling Isaiah
53:9, ‘He made His grave with the rich at His death’. Joseph’s visit to Pilate was considered a
defiling action for a Jew during the feast. Mark 15:44-45 records Pilate’s surprise that Jesus was
already dead and inquired of the centurion for verification. Pilate then gave Joseph permission to
take the body of Jesus. John 19:39 adds that Nicodemus assisted Joseph. Both men hurried about
their task, to complete it before the Sabbath began at nightfall.

Mary Magdalene and another Mary witnessed the burial from a distance. The women had not
forsaken Jesus right up to His burial; whereas the disciples ‘forsook Him and fled’.

A Guard is set at the Tomb - verses 62-66
The Chief Priests and Pharisees remembered that Jesus said He would rise from death. Even

though they remained in unbelief, they went to Pilate saying, “the deceiver said, ‘ after three days I
will rise”. They requested Pilate to seal the tomb and set a guard over it until the third day to
prevent Jesus’ disciples from stealing the body and then claim that He had risen. These religious
leaders feared the resurrection of Jesus. Pilate complied with their wishes. The tomb was sealed
with an official Roman seal, with a cord and wax to detect any tampering. The guard was also in
place. This sealing and guarding of the tomb served to add weight to the evidence that Jesus did
rise from death as we shall see.
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The Resurrection and Appearances of Jesus (Chapter 28)

Matthew 27: 55-56 says that ‘many women who followed Jesus from Galilee stood at a distance
from the cross’. Chapter 28:1 says that ‘Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to the tomb’.
They knew where Jesus had been buried. Chapter 27:61 says that ‘Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary sat opposite the tomb. Mark 16:1 says that Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James and
Salome came to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus with spices when the Sabbath (Saturday)
was over, at sunrise, Matthew 28:2, wondering how to move the heavy stone, v3. On arrival, the
very large stone had been moved to the side. When they entered the tomb they saw the angel who
had moved the stone, simultaneously when an earthquake occurred. The Roman guards were so
shocked and paralysed with fear that they fainted, tough as they were.

The angel, in contrast, said to the women, “fear not”, then he invited the women to see where
Jesus had been. The women were instructed to tell the disciples that Jesus was risen and was
going up to Galilee where the disciples could meet Him. The women left the tomb with great
emotion – fear and joy, and ran to tell the disciples the tremendous good news, v8. Jesus had
previously told His disciples that He would rise from the dead on the third day on three occasions;
Matthew 16:21; 17:23; 20:19. Mary Magdalene was the first to see Jesus risen, John 20:11-18.
This was her second visit to the tomb. The first one is recorded in Matthew 28:1. She, who sought
Jesus more earnestly, was honoured to be the first person to see Jesus risen from death. Jesus
then met the other women saying, “Rejoice!” (v9). They clasped His feet – an act of worship.

Later that evening, Jesus met His disciples and again a week later, before the Galilean
appearances, which, to Matthew, were the climax of Jesus’ ministry. The disciples returned to
Galilee, having obediently been to the Feast of Passover and Unleavened Bread in Jerusalem.
There, Jesus met them, commissioning them to make disciples from among all nations.

Bribery, Corruption and Lies, concerning the Resurrection – verses 11-15.
Guards reported the event to the Chief Priests, whom, with the Elders, bribed the soldiers with a

large sum of money, saying that the disciples stole the body of Jesus at night while they slept. If
the Governor hears, the religious authorities would appease him, securing the welfare of the
soldiers. Only Matthew records these details. It seems as though the religious authorities heard of
the resurrection before the disciples. The soldiers who were on duty at the tomb to prevent the
resurrection, were the first witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection. (Under Roman law soldiers could be
put to death for failure on duty, as was done to the soldiers guarding Peter, Acts 12:19).

How could the sleeping soldiers know if the disciples stole the body – they were asleep! Truth is
much more reasonable than contradictory lies, e.g. Creation against Evolution. The disciples were
scattered in fear. They would not have had enough courage and daring to come to the guarded
tomb.

Jesus meets His Disciples in Galilee – giving the Great Commission – verses 16-20
The disciples worshipped Jesus but with a mixture – some doubted. Perhaps a larger crowd had

gathered there, not just the eleven.
There are three references in Matthew to Jesus’ promise to meet the disciples in Galilee. The

first time is in chapter 26:32, when Jesus was walking towards Gethesmane with His disciples,
after their supper together. The second was by the angel in chapter 28:7 to the women at the tomb.
The third was again by Jesus to the women in chapter 28:10 saying, ‘Be not afraid, go tell my
brethren (note that relationship now after the resurrection. Also Jesus said in John 20:17, to Mary
Magdalene, ‘…go unto my brethren and say to them, I ascend unto My Father and your Father,
and to My God and your God’). Doubts were soon dispelled as Jesus commissioned Believers to
‘Go therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost (Spirit), teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world (age). Amen.’ (Matthew 28:19-20),
because of chapter 28:18, ‘Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, ‘All power is given unto Me
in Heaven and in earth’.
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BRIEF SUMMARY

The theme of Matthew’s Gospel is Jesus, the King of the Jewish people, Israel. The King was
rejected, put to death, raised again to power, proving His Sonship also. See Romans 1:4. He
ascended to the Father’s side in Heaven, resuming His rightful place and authority there .
(Hebrews 1:2-3), also fulfilling Matthew 28:18.

Jesus, the Messiah, Redeemer King will return to reign in majesty and power upon this earth
also. Mt.26:63-64. Ch. 25:31.

The Great Commission to preach the Gospel, teach all nations and baptize Believers were the
final orders and words of Jesus the King concerning what should be done during His absence.
Jesus re-affirmed His power and authority over Heaven and earth. The Gospel of His saving
Grace and power must be declared throughout the earth through many generations until He
returns to take up His power and position to rule the nations and judge them. This showed a much
wider prospective and purpose of Jesus than just being King of the Jewish people. The world must
know that He who was put to death for our sins is now a risen Redeemer and that He would be
omnipresent with all those who would become his witnesses. The baptism of Believers would be a
testimony, using the symbolism of death and burial of the old, but rising up from beneath the
waters would also symbolise new life from and in Christ to all who would see and hear such
testimony.

The Lord Jesus Christ is with His witnessing people until He comes for the Church and then
returning with His Church to become King of Israel and the appointed Judge of all the nations. The
Father has put all under the authority of His Son. 1st.Cor.15:24-25.

Matthew began with the lowly coming of Jesus but ends by declaring His authority, power and
the right to reign.

Don Hender.
November 2005


