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DANIEL – THE YOUNG PRINCE OF JUDAH IN EXILE.

The Relevance of Daniel in the 21st Century.
1. Daniel prophesies the end of Gentile powers (Daniel chapter 2 – The Man-vision/dream).

The time is coming for Luke 21:24 – the words of Jesus to happen (see Revelation 11:2-3).
2. God’s personal care for Israel, the Jewish people and Jerusalem – the long term future.
3. Daniel is parallel to Revelation, relative to the End Times. Eschatological studies would be

greatly impoverished if the Old Testament did not include Daniel. Predictive prophecy: the
rise and fall of the final Antichrist from the Revived Roman Empire, the United States of
Europe.

4. Strongly relevant to developments in the present day. Daniel 7, Europe and eventually the
Middle East.

5. The coming of the Son of Man, Son of God. The ‘Stone’ smashing the feet and toes. The
Messianic Kingdom will be established.

Babylonian background to the exile.
To the Jewish exiles, coming from the simplicity of life in Judah – the magnificence of the city of

Babylon must have amazed and overwhelmed them. The head deity of Babylonish worship was
Bel, or Baal (Jeremiah 50:2). Baal was the sun and fertility god, the god of the weather and the
earth. The fertility and cultic rites were immoral and degrading, prostitution and perversion. The
magical rites of such worship goes back into antiquity. (Even Greek and Roman deities have the
same basis. (Roman god Zeus is Baal). The Babylonian temple was built and dedicated to Bel
(Baal) and had a beautiful gold image object of supreme worship. (Compare with 2nd

Thessalonians 2 & Revelation 13:11-18, especially v15). (NB. Baal is Bul of Freemasonry). The
Jerusalem Temple vessels had been brought to Babylon and placed in the Babylonian temple to
illustrate Baal/BeI superior deity. Daniel and his three friends had to contend with all this around
them as they lived a godly and separate life. How relevant this is for our day. They were teenagers,
perhaps 16?

Babylon was a magnificent city with grand architecture and planning. The great gardens were a
wonder. (Nations in Prophecy p67 and pictures).

Selection of the young men.
Intelligent, physically fit, educable - fit to grace a royal palace in Babylon. There they learned at

great depth - higher education: Maths, Science, Astronomy, Agriculture, even Astrology was
pushed at them and other undesirable elements of knowledge which they should reject as ungodly
influences.

They remained loyal to Jehovah, rejecting idolatry and subtle powerful influences pushed upon
them as part of a foreign culture. Three years of higher education (1:4).

1v5 – Choice delicacies etc. offered to them. Word - ‘pathbag’, from Persian ‘patbaga’ - as
offering tribute to gods and then kings. Daniel and friends rejected this (see 1Corinthians 8:4-13 &
10:27-28).

Daniel, whose name means, ‘God is my Judge’, was renamed Belteshazzar - Nebuchadnezzar’s
god (Daniel 4:8), Bel. Thus the attempt to corrupt to idolatry and implications along with it, cunning
obliteration of the memory of the God of Israel whom they worshipped (like re-writing of history to
remove essential roots and past). SPIRITUAL SEDUCTION of high principles to be eroded by
powerful influences surrounding them and dominating life there in Babylon. Paganism. How similar
to our day?

1v8 – No to meat offered to idols. No to idol worship. No to the gods of Babylon and all
represented in paganism and idolatry in social and business life, associated with such practices.
Kosher strictness and not only in eating habits! Daniel and friends stood firm in courage and
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daring. No whittling away of godliness, undermining their high resolve – no compromise, no
relaxing of self-imposed standards, yet given by God. RIGHTEOUSNESS lived out and within (see
Psalm 84: 10-12, but particularly v11. See also 1Corinthians 10:7-14, but particularly v13).

1v12 – Test of 10 days. Biblical statement elsewhere (see Revelation 2:10). Pulse is vegetarian
diet, no rich foods, rich meats etc. ‘Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God’ (Deuteronomy 8:3). The Lord God of Israel had blessed their
stand of obedient faithfulness. What looks impossible for man, is possible with God - on HIS
conditions. ‘Those who honour Me I will honour’ (1 Samuel 2:30). Obey God rather than men.

1v17-20 – Mental capacity grew in proportion to their spiritual development, resolve and growth.
In addition, Daniel was given special gift of interpretation of visions and dreams. After 3 years of
preparation – exceptional proficiency. Ten times (notice the number – administration and
government) better than the equals of Babylon. God is no man’s debtor, obedience brings blessing
– no matter how much pressure is against us to conform to this world’s standards (Romans 12:1-
2). Daniel’s long life was a gift from His God. His wisdom and gifts continued unabated by age.
Moses, also. Like Joseph, two years in prison wrongfully – then high office under Pharaoh. He, like
Daniel, and friends, remained pure, also Moses, loyal to the Hebrews rather than the riches and
power within the Pharaoh’s palace, where he had grown up (see Hebrews 11:24-27; Psalm 91:14-
16; Hebrews 3:5; Numbers 12:6-8a). SEPARATION. SANCTIFICATION – HOLINESS OF LIFE
leads to GLORIFICATION. If we suffer with Him, we shall reign with Him. This does not always
mean physical suffering. It can involve the mind and emotions, too, in addition to the suffering in
spirit with all we see happening around us to people, those we know and love – people remaining
in unbelief and spiritual ignorance – WILLINGLY!

Dare to be a Daniel in these years - if we have years ahead before the Lord comes! Occupy
without compromise. Occupy till I come, says Jesus (see Luke 19:13; 1st Peter 4:12-19, especially
verses 13-16,19).

The two languages in Daniel are Hebrew and Aramaic. There are two ‘programmes’ in Daniel.

1. For the Gentile nations in Aramaic, mainly chapter 2 through to the end of chapter 7.
2. Hebrew – for the nation of Israel.

Chapters 1-6 are a record of historical incidents in Daniel’s lifetime, plus prophetic revelation in
chapter 2. Chapters 7-12 are a record of prophetic revelations, mainly with regard to the nation of
Israel surrounded by her enemies – some already fulfilled, but with much yet to be fulfilled
regarding the end of the ‘Times of the Gentiles’; the coming doom of the ‘little horn’ – Antichrist –
the man of sin in the New Testament. One great feature in chapter 7 is the Kingdom given to the
‘Son of Man’ – the Lord Jesus Christ. Chapter 2 calls Him the ‘Stone’ who will crush to powder all
the enemies of Israel at His Second Advent to the Mount of Olives, as Zechariah clearly relates in
chapter 14. However there is a marvellous unity in the book of Daniel and the link is chapter 2 with
chapter 7. Daniel as the man, the author, unites the book anyway. The message of the book is the
same throughout - God is Sovereign. He rules the nations and controls them, putting kings, leaders
and presidents into power and also removing them. He fulfils His will in all cases. He preserves
Israel with His sovereign power and purpose, eventually fulfilling all the promises as contained in
the Abrahamic Covenant for Israel.

The book of Daniel was written in the 6th Century BC by Daniel himself living then. Jesus says
Daniel was the author in Matthew 24:15. Daniel lived through the 70 years of Babylonian captivity.
King Cyrus of Persia commanded the release of the Jewish people to go home and rebuild their
Temple in Jerusalem. Daniel 1:21 says, ‘Daniel continued even to the first year of king Cyrus’. In
fact Daniel lived on until the third year of Cyrus (10:1). Possible age of 85!
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Nebuchadnezzar had attacked Jerusalem in 606 BC, taking Daniel and his friends away into
captivity, a deportation into exile. Nebuchadnezzar returned a third time in 588 BC for a long siege
of Jerusalem, finally destroying the city and the Temple in 586 BC. The 70 years exile begins from
the beginning of the first attack on Jerusalem, 606 BC, the beginning of the ‘Times of the Gentiles’,
to the time of the command to return to Jerusalem in 536 BC. This was precisely prophesied in
Jeremiah 25:11-12. Also it is 70 years from the destruction of the Temple until its rebuilding was
complete in 515 BC - again 70 years.

When we get to chapter 9 we shall see how precisely the God of Israel will fulfil His plans for His
nation Israel.

Chapter 2

The image in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was not an idol for worship, but a statue to be observed,
large and bright. It was a bright metallic lustre. The sight instilled fear into the king, due to its
brightness and features (v31). After the description of the ‘image’ in the dream, there is mention of
a ‘stone, cut without hands’. This indicates Divine, supernatural activity. This stone struck the feet
of the ‘image’ in the dream, supporting the rest of the image. Note the high speed at which the
image was destroyed (v34-35). All metals crushed together – embodiment of Gentile power to be
swiftly destroyed, supernaturally, suddenly, scattered as worthless chaff in the sight of God, blown
to the wind! Lost without trace! In contrast, the ‘Stone’ is all important, pre-eminent. In contrast to
the progressive inferiority of the metals, leading down to the clay. The last three empires were
larger than Babylon, e.g. Greece extended from Europe to India. The last empire, Rome – Iron,
was strong and lasted for 500 yrs. Babylon lasted 66 yrs, (606-539 BC), Medo-Persia: 208 yrs
(539-331 BC), Greece: 185 yrs (331-146BC). Rome was unconquerable, it disintegrated from
within first, moral degradation and plots to overthrow emperors (see v32-35).

Head of gold: Babylonian empire under Nebuchadnezzar initially (v37-38).
Chest and arms made of silver: Medo-Persian empire (v39).
Abdomen and thighs made of brass: Greek empire (v39).
Legs of iron and feet of iron mixed with baked brittle clay: Roman empire (v40-43).
FIFTH KINGDOM EMPIRE (v44-45) – Messianic Kingdom of Messiah Christ.

There is the implication in v43, when linked with chapter 7:8 and the book of Revelation that we
are to consider a revived Roman empire which will have 10 kings, not one. The old Roman empire
only had one Caesar at a time, note this!

2v40 – Hebrew for “smashes” is ‘hashel’, which means ‘breaks by a hammer’ – a participle which
means a continuation of action – relentless power to smash. “Break all these” - elements of
previously destroyed empires re-duplicated and brought into the following kingdom empires seen in
the final one, i.e. the final revived Roman empire in the United States of Europe and then one
world government, see chapter 7 later and Revelation. This will be ‘totalising’ Gentile power to be
destroyed by the coming of Christ, the ‘Stone”.

2v41 – “Strength of iron”. Powerful resistance to outside influence. Government of Rome was
solidly organised, armies well disciplined, territories well governed by its laws and firm
determination to rule - iron-like. At the end, Rome became brittle clay – deterioration of morals and
crumbled away from within. NB. Feet and toes separately (see v33). This will be the same in the
mixture of iron and clay in the 10 toes/horns meaning kings. Daniel 7:7-8; 7:23-26 = Revelation
13;1-2; 17:12-13. Rome disintegrated due also to idleness, luxury living, dissipation of character.
Similar to today’s Gentile wealth, power and lowering of morals and perversion, as in Rome.
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2v42-43 – ‘And as’ – signifying a later stage of events much later in time – a long time gap
between v41 & 42. A HISTORICAL GAP between Rome’s downfall and restoration in future time -
not far away for sure in the United States of Europe being planned now.

‘Toes of the feet’– Focus on the toes ONLY – significance of time gap, moving towards the time
of Gentile destruction, preceding the coming of Christ who will come as the ‘Stone’ to destroy all
Gentile powers dominating the world at that future time, just ahead of us for sure. There will be 10
contemporary kings of chapter 7:7 & 24 (see also Revelation 13:1). Restored Rome - partly strong,
almost dictatorship by rulers determined to have their way, despite public opinion (like what is
developing now, in Europe’s decisions!). The clay is crumbling democracy in its weakness of so
many public opinions! None can work, or are listened too in effect! Democracy is fragile and brittle -
breaks easy, so do international agreements for the Middle East!

2v44 – ANOTHER TIME GAP – Christ’s Messianic millennial Kingdom (see chapter 7:13-14, 22,
27). The Millennial Kingdom is set up – the coming of Christ, Messiah King of Israel (Zechariah 14
& Revelation 19).

Nebuchadnezzar is told of God’s Kingdom coming to smash Gentile power kingdoms. He saw
this in dream form, God told Daniel the meaning of course.

The Messianic Kingdom will be set up after the destruction of Gentile power kingdoms (see
Revelation

11:15).

The Stone Cut Out without Hands.
Chapter 2:34-35, 44-45. Just a reminder that the purpose of Daniel’s writings is to declare that

God intends to destroy all Gentile powers on the earth and to set up a Kingdom over which the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Stone and Shepherd of Israel, will reign and rule for His 1000 years reign,
called the Millennium, detailed in Isaiah in addition to 6 times in Revelation 20.

It is interesting to note that from Genesis to 1Peter 2, through the Psalms, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel,
of course, Zechariah, then in Matthew, Acts, Romans, Ephesians, there is reference, prophetically,
to the “Stone”.

Genesis 49:24 is quite staggering. Genesis is the book of beginnings and here we read of the
beginning of the person and work of the “Stone” of Israel, which follows on through the Scriptures
quite clearly to the Bible student.

Prophetically, in Psalm 118:22 we read of the ‘Stone which the builders rejected has become the
chief Cornerstone. See Jesus’ own words in Matthew 21:42–44 in the Parable of the Householder
demanding ‘fruit from His Vineyard’. Jesus quotes from Psalm 118:22, (see v44 of Matthew 21).
Here is a direct reference to Daniel 2 in our heading. Look up Isaiah 8:14-17, then chapter 28:16.
(Solomon story of building the Temple, here).

Jesus took up this situation and pronounced Himself as that Cornerstone that was rejected!
See Zechariah 3:9, chapter 10:4 confirms the Cornerstone or ‘Stone’. ‘Out of him came forth the

Corner’. The Hebrew tense is FUTURE, meaning from him (Judah) shall be the Cornerstone. The
Cornerstone will deliver Judah and Jerusalem from the Beast and the nations who will attack Israel
during the period of the ‘Tribulation, the Great One’. See Zechariah 12-14, focussing on the events
concerning Armageddon.

When Peter was preaching to the Jewish people in Acts 4:11 he refers to the Messiah redeemer
of Israel, the Lord Jesus Christ (v10) as the “Stone which was set at nought (ignored and rejected)
by you builders (religious leaders of Israel) who is become the head of the corner”.

The Holy Spirit guided the Apostle Paul to write in Romans 9:33 (quote). Parallel to that is
1Corinthians 1:23 (quote). Now see v24. How this has been proved in history!

Zechariah 14:9 concludes the issue by stating that the Messiah – the Lord Jesus Christ will
become King over all the earth, as Daniel states in chapter 2. In that day the Lord will be the only
one ruling power. No longer will Gentile power be allowed to rule. Christ will crush all opposition,
when He comes again to this earth (Revelation 19).
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There is only one ‘Stone’ laid in all the counsels of eternity and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. He
is the only foundation laid. He is also the foundation of the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants
made with Israel. He is the Root and Offspring of David - King of all kings, Christ the Seed of David
will inherit David’s throne in Jerusalem (Matthew 25:31). 2 Samuel 7:16 is linked with Isaiah 9:7

Now see the New Testament letter written by Peter, 1Peter 2:4, now read on to verse 8.
God is still on the throne and he is bringing all world events to HIS conclusion. He will have the

last word as he gave the first word. He is the Alpha and Omega - the First and the Last - and
everything in between! Our God reigns!

This is the message of Daniel to all readers of his message, which is God’s message revealed to
Daniel. This message is so relevant for these Last Days of the End Times.

Robert Culver, in his book, ‘Daniel and the Latter Days’ says, “The Premillennial view alone
permits a natural interpretation of Daniel 2. There is to be no Messianic Kingdom established on
earth until the governments of Gentile nations have run their course. When the Kingdom comes it
will be entirely of Divine establishment, without human agency; it shall replace the Gentile political
establishment with a Divine political establishment, and shall stand for ever.”

The king’s dream-vision was clearly prophetic (see v45). We can call this the - PANORAMA OF
GENTILE HISTORY - THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES from NEBUCHADNEZZAR TO THE
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST THE MESSIAH.

Gentile kings can only exert their power by Divine appointment during the Times of the Gentiles.
Spiritual truth was not revealed to the king, only facts of political dominion, not the purposes of
God. That is only revealed to His own people. These were empires that ruled over Israel, not all
empires of the earth in all time. Babylon, Persia Greece and Rome certainly had dealings with
Israel, and so will the revived Roman empire. The dream vision of the king, being interpreted, ends
with the iron-clay, ten toes (to be elaborated when we reach chapter 7). This must imply that the
Roman empire must exist at the future time, and will be destroyed by the Second Coming of Christ
when the Messianic Millennial Kingdom will be established. The Kingdom was not established in
an earthly sense at Christ’s first coming. It will be so when He returns. The Stone crushes the feet
and the toes, the legs of iron – symbolising the revived Roman empire. Perhaps the Roman empire
has never left us? Our laws and systems are based upon Roman law and life, even today,
including much of the UK.

Standing firm against the God of Babylon – Daniel 3

Nebuchadnezzar fully believed in the worship of the gods of Babylon, even after the revelation of
the meaning of the dream of the huge man image and Daniel’s interpretation from the God of Israel
and supreme ruler of all nations. Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold to unique and exactly
determined measurements – 60 cubits high and 6 cubits in breadth. In Babylon the sexagesimal
system of measurement was used and not the decimal system, that is, the group system of
measurement was not in 10’s but rather 6’s. Does this remind you of the 666 system - the
sexagesimal system of Babylon? This system goes back to Nimrod and Babylonish worship in
early Genesis, Romanism of Christendom now and the mystery religions of Babylon and Egypt,
Greece, plus the Illuminati and Freemasonry today, who worship Baal, Bul and On - sounds like
Babylon anyway, doesn’t it? All these are based on Babylon and the mystery religions. The
number of man mentioned in Revelation 13:18 is, of course, 666 – Antichrist and his system of
world control.

The idol built by Nebuchadnezzar was set up to set forth in visual representation the power and
glory of man, as it will be when the final Antichrist puts in his appearance to centre worship upon
himself. Nebuchadnezzar may have regarded the image as representing himself as the
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embodiment of divine power and the worship of the image idol would then be recognition of his
personal power – remember the Roman Caesars deified themselves and demanded worship on
the pain of death if people refused, as did the early Christians. They were martyred. The same will
happen again when the Antichrist rises to world power during the second half of Daniel’s 70th week
in particular. Consider the martyred Tribulation saints who seek the Lord to avenge their death in
Revelation 6:9-11 & 7:14. Revelation 13:7-8, 12-15, says, “it was given to him (Antichrist) to make
war with the saints (the Jewish believers especially, not the Church), and to overcome them, and
power was given to him over all kindreds, and tongues and nations and all that dwell upon the
earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.” Verse 12 says that the false prophet “exercises all the power of the first
beast and causes all that dwell upon the earth to worship the first beast... that they should make an
image of the beast.” The false prophet had power to give life to the image of the beast which
should both speak and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be
killed.”

Nebuchadnezzar was really the first man, after Nimrod, to bring about international false worship,
uniting all religions of the then known world. Daniel 3:4-6 says, “A herald cried aloud, to you it is
commanded, O people, nations and languages... to fall down and worship the golden image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up. Whoever does not fall and down and worship shall be cast
into the burning fiery furnace. When all the people heard the sound of music, all the peoples,
nations and languages fell down to worship the golden image.” Here is compulsory idolatry – the
recognition of Babylonian gods – full allegiance in false worship. Some of the Jewish exiles must
have bowed down to worship this idol as only the three friends of Daniel refused to do so. Such an
incident will be repeated in the time of the Antichrist also. Zechariah tells us that only one-third of
all the Jewish people will survive the final campaign of Armageddon under Antichrist who will lead
all nations against Israel. One third of the people of Israel will remain faithful and survive, having
the protection of the God of Israel.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego remained standing, refusing to worship the golden image and
they too had the protection of the God of Israel, though they would have willingly died if necessary.
These brave men were obedient to the God of Israel in their trial. (Daniel was probably away on
the king’s business. His experience was similar in that he would have to face the lions’ den).

Daniel 3:8 is clear Anti-Semitism. “The Chaldeans (Babylonians) came near and accused the
Jews”. The accusations against the three Jewish men, in the Hebrew, means ‘ate the pieces of’ -
malicious slander. The example we use today is ‘bite their heads off’ Those who dared to defy the
king’s demand for idol worship were Jewish. (When the Jews returned from Babylon they were
totally cured of idolatry, which was the reason for the exile in the first place, plus all the hateful
things that were allied with idolatry). Perhaps the Babylonians were jealous of the high offices held
by these four godly men, including Daniel. This has also been true in the last century, think of the
causes of the Holocaust. Jewish people were removed from high office and exterminated. Think of
Esther in her high office as the queen of Persia and the Anti-Semitism of Haman.

The Anti-Semitism of Daniel 3:12, ‘There are certain Jews who you have set over the affairs of
the province of Babylon, these men ,O king, have not regarded you (this is a lie), they do not serve
your gods (true), nor worship the golden image (also true)...”

These men remained true to their faith in the God of Israel. Think of the scene - three men in a
foreign land (read Psalm 137), Babylon, standing tall before the golden image and not bowing in
submissive worship, not bowing before the mighty world ruler king Nebuchadnezzar. The blazing
furnace awaited them! They spoke courageous words (verses 16-18). Even if God does not want
to deliver us, we will not worship idols – your gods. Three men responded to the challenge which
was the original cause of the exile of the Jewish people- idolatry. The lesson was learned from
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parental sins. They knew God’s will might be other than pleasant, but no complaint only firm,
resolute obedience and faithfulness. They did not say to the king that they will obey him if He
makes the conditions pleasant. They obeyed without question – their affection was for the God of
Israel, not in what He might do for them, pleasant or unpleasant! What an example in persecution!
Nebuchadnezzar was enraged. Here is irrational emotionalism. Think of Hitler in the 1930’s or read
the 20th century history books, regarding this.

Note on the music. The word for ‘orchestra’. Very noticeable. In large religious gatherings, but
also particularly in secular ‘musical’ (?) gatherings, the emotions are excited; feelings are worked
upon. This gives people a sense of worship and devotion and religiosity, even pop-stars are
worshipped to the point of hysteria, as we know. This is so unreal, especially later in the light of
cold realities. Music acts on the sensuous nature of man, think of the sexual implications in the
gyrations seen in the modem pop-culture music. Even in Christian gatherings such music and
rhythm has nothing to do with the true, sincere and reverent adoration and worship of the Father
and the Son. True worship does involve music when the heart is truly spiritual and alive to God and
when the music inspires quiet and dignified true worship with true life and vitality, rather than the
carnal Christianity we see all around us - a real danger today and can so easy lead to Apostasy
and false worship.

There is a true and obvious parallel in the secular world today, with the heavy rock and
continuous sensuous beat which mesmerises young people. What a tool in the Devil’s hand. Such
music is heard in the jungle heavy rhythm and is often synchronised with the heart beat - how
significant and hypnotic! Beware, young people! Develop spiritual qualities with humility and
meekness as Daniel and his three friends did. We too are in exile in a foreign world, where we are
still His witnesses, strangers and pilgrims, just passing through His training ground! Do not be a
carnal Christian. Heavy rock music in the secular world often includes drugs and violence. Heavy
rock music infiltrates the Christian music scene too.

Investigation has shown that Satan works through such secular ‘music’ groups to capture the
minds of humanity and the masses of the world. It happened at the time of Nebuchadnezzar. It will
happen when the Antichrist comes on the scene. History is to be repeated. The problem is that
humanity generally does not learn from history!

“FOUR IN A FURNACE. GOD IS WITH US.”

Daniel chapter 3 continues with the gripping drama of three godly Jewish men experiencing the
burning furnace of affliction, but having the presence of one like the Son of God with them. Their
only experience was the burning of the bonds that bound them, setting them free. The Lord always
honours those who honour Him (1Samuel 2:30). This a remarkable pre-figuring of the Day of
Jacob’s Trouble (Jeremiah 30:7) ‘but Israel shall be saved out of it. Christians know it as the
‘Tribulation, the Great One’. This is still future, after the Church has been taken from the earth.

The story begins with the accusation against these four Jewish men in Daniel 3:12. ‘There are
certain Jews whom you (Nebuchadnezzar) had set over the affairs of the province of Babylon,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. These men have not regarded you, O king, they do not serve
your gods, nor worship the golden image which you have set up.’ During the Tribulation, the Great
One, there will be Jewish people, and Gentiles who will not worship the image of the beast when it
is set up in the rebuilt Temple. What a remarkable parallel this is. ‘When the Jews were accused’.
The Hebrew for ‘accused’ means ‘ate the pieces of’, or as we would now say, ‘bite their heads off”
with malicious slander. There is nothing new under the sun. Anti-Semitism is not new. It is Satan’s
hostility and desire to destroy any witness for God. After the Church is taken up to be with the Lord,
the only witness remaining on the earth will be Israel, plus the Tribulation saints. Even though
Israel is still in unbelief; Satan knows that the Lord will save a remnant nation of Israel, over whom
He will return to be their King, fulfilling the Davidic Covenant and the remaining part of the
Abrahamic Covenant to give the whole promised land to Israel as the Lord promised Abraham.
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Satan tried to destroy the Hebrews coming out of Egypt, but the army of Pharaoh perished in the
Red Sea. Haman tried to annihilate the Jewish people – read Esther – and he ended up on the
gallows built for Mordechai. Herod tried to kill Jesus by murdering every young boy in Bethlehem
under two years of age. Herod died a terrible death. Satan never learns, he still thinks, in his pride,
that he will win. Satan, Antichrist and the False prophet have their promised end also. God has
written the last chapter and will have the last word, too. It is called the book of the Revelation.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refuse to bow to the image of Nebuchadnezzar and were
bound by strong men; the furnace was heated to seven times hotter, Nebuchadnezzar was
enraged and the three uncompromising men were thrown into the furnace, Nebuchadnezzar
believed that the God of Israel could not save them from the furnace. He did and He will finally do
so, when the Tribulation comes. Israel will go through the furnace of affliction experience and not
escape it. They will saved through the fire and not from it. Zechariah 13:8 & 9 say, “It shall come to
pass, in all the land (Israel), says the LORD, two parts shall be cut off and die, but the third part
shall be left there, and I will bring the third part through the fire and will refine them as silver is
refined and I will try them as gold is tried (tested in fire), they shall call on my name and I will hear
them: I will say, it is my people: and they shall say the LORD is my God”. In context, the last three
chapters are prophetic about the Tribulation period, Armageddon (Revelation 19). This remnant of
Israel will see Him whom they pierced, mourn and repent, the fountain of cleansing - the blood of
Christ and the New Covenant will bring them salvation at the second coming of Christ their
Messiah, Redeemer King.

Now - back to the time of Nebuchadnezzar - the heat of the furnace was so intense that the blast
of the heat killed the men who threw the brave Jewish men into the furnace. The LORD said that
he who curses Israel (note the singularity of this statement – even one person!) shall be cursed.
These men perished too. The fire set the Jewish men free, it burned the very cause of their
bondage. A good lesson here.

In Daniel 3:28 the ‘angel’ here, written in Aramaic, may stand for Deity, i.e. the Angel of the
LORD. Remember that the Angel came to visit Abraham (Genesis 18; the Angel of the LORD
came to Joshua, chapters 5 & 6. The Angel of the Lord attended Elijah in his turmoil. The Lord has
tender care for those of His people, for those who go through the fires of persecution. He goes
along with them.

In chapter 4:25 it is translated, ‘the form of the fourth person is like the Son of God. The Aramaic
is ‘bar Elahin’ translated ‘ Divine being’. Verse 28 is ‘mal’ak, translated ‘Angel’.

Nebuchadnezzar recognised that the three men were ‘servants of the Most High God’. Perhaps
this admission was triggered off by the memory of the vision dream of the huge man interpreted by
Daniel and the destruction of it by the “Stone” cut without hands, meaning the destruction of
Gentile power to end the Times of the Gentiles which began with Nebuchadnezzar. There was not
even the smell of burning on the three men from their fearful surroundings – total protection – so it
will be in the end times for Israel’s remnant. Isaiah 43:2 says, “when you pass through the waters, I
will be with you, ...when you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, neither shall the flame
kindle upon you’.

Nebuchadnezzar had to acknowledge the supremacy of the God of these Judeans. Verse 28
says, ‘blessed be’, this means ‘to worship on bended knee’, in Hebrew, with reverence and awe.
How this is missing in today’s Church! In v29 we read that the whole Babylonian empire was
forbidden to speak against the God of these ‘foreigners’, Judeans. He is greater than any god.

In spite of separation from parents, corrupting influence of Babylonish religion, political pressures
and immorality of life surrounding them, they did not waver in the hour of trial and severe testing.

Today we blame contemporary influences bearing upon us for moral and spiritual compromise
and complacency. ‘Do not let the world squeeze you into its mould’. The god of this world is
doomed to judgement at the hand of the Sovereign God of Israel. Babylon, Persia, Greece and
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Rome fell and foreshadows the end of the ‘Times of the Gentiles’, when the Lion of the tribe of
Judah – the Son of God, who was with His people under their severe trial 2500 years ago, also in
the holocaust of 1939 -1945 war; the Yom Kippur war of October of 1973 and He will be with them
in the Tribulation, the Great One to come. He will deliver Israel from the Antichrist to come.
Antichrist will set up his Abomination of Desolation (Matthew 24:15-27). After the Rapture and
resurrection of the true Church, a remnant of Jewish people will again stubbornly refuse to submit
to the political and religious power and the demands to worship the Beast image, set up by the
False Prophet. Most Jewish people and the world will be deceived (see 2Thessalonians 2), and
bow to Antichrist’s demands for worship and power and fall to his persuasions of the false peace
he will confirm – Daniel 9:24-27. For the minority remnant it will be Jeremiah 30:7, the Tribulation,
the Great One; Day of Jacob’s Trouble. The holocaust of world war two was small – though so
terrible – by comparison of what is to come. Apostate Christendom and Apostate Judaism today is
all around us. They will worship the Beast and his image, when it comes (Revelation 13). Isaiah
54:17 will be true then as it has always been. “No weapon that is formed against Israel shall
prosper. Every tongue that shall arise against Israel (also the Christian believer) in judgment you
shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me,
says the LORD.”

Antichrist, the pretender for the throne of David will be a false messiah. Remember that the idol,
back in Daniel’s day, was a symbol of the power of the empire, including recognition of their
heathen gods. To refuse was regarded as an act of hostility and treason towards the kingdom and
its monarch. Think of the demand for Caesar worship in early Christian times, when Christians
were challenged to burn incense and bow in submissive worship or be martyred. Consider Antipas
in Revelation 2:13. The refusal of the Jewish people signified opposition to the greatness of the
Nebuchadnezzar and also the Antichrist empire of the future and its rulership. Antichrist will
declare himself to be god.

It was not only political, but personal and a religious issue to the Jews of the past and will be so
for the future. Idolatry is forbidden.

So, we look into the past and into the future to find that both meet in Daniel 3. Persecution in
Revelation 12:1-17 & 13:15-17 will become a future fact of history yet to happen. This is what
prophecy is – history that has not yet happened, but it will come to pass. The Mark of the Beast
must be refused by people of that future day – the Church will not be present on the earth. God will
seal the 144,000 witnessing Jews concerning the Kingdom and the coming King, with His mark of
protection, Revelation 7:3-4 & 14:1. In the wonderful worship scenes revealed in Heaven, note the
different worship music contrasted with Daniel 3. Compulsory worship was political loyalty to
Nebuchadnezzar when the image was set up (Daniel 3:14-15).

Israel must be warned of the identical deception to come in the near future, both political and
religious. The rumblings are a distant thunder which is coming nearer.

THE DREAM OF THE TREE - (Daniel 4)

This took place towards the end of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign of 43 years, perhaps after 35 years
as his illness lasted 7 years, then a further short reign. If the dream came about the 30-35 year of
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Daniel may have been 45-50 years old, some 25-30 years after the
furnace experience of S. M. A. in chapter 3. Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream could have been in his
2nd year as king, the furnace incident in his 5 th year and now this about his 35th year.
As a result of this horrific experience, Nebuchadnezzar may have come to trust personally in the

God of the Jewish people, the God of heaven. Note the three stages: human pride, warning and
judgment. Here is Nebuchadnezzar’s own account of his experiences. Compare Nebuchadnezzar
with Peter’s denial in the Gospels. God showed His power to Nebuchadnezzar, also His justice and
Grace is evident here. Note verses 1 to 3. Nebuchadnezzar has it recorded for all to know, like
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Peter, quite a testimony! Note God’s greatness and Nebuchadnezzar’s humility. Nebuchadnezzar
comments on God’s everlasting Kingdom. Nebuchadnezzar had a limited, finite kingdom.

First Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride – See verse 30. “The king spoke and said, is not this great
Babylon that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power and for the honour
of my majesty?”

God’s reply was immediate. Verse 31 says, “While the word was in the king’s mouth , there fell
a voice from heaven, saying, “O king Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken; the kingdom is
departed from you”. The eternal power of Almighty God has dealt with the very temporal
power of king Nebuchadnezzar! Middle East rulers take note!

4v1 – “All the earth” - from the Zagros mountains to Egypt - the known world then.

4v2 – “It seemed good to me”. Literally – “a fine beautiful thing to do”. Nebuchadnezzar gives
testimony to the power of God, also His grace and mercy towards such an arrogant, proud and
haughty king. Yet he had many good points about him. Nebuchadnezzar gives testimony to the
supernatural and miraculous.

4v3 – “Wonders” produce astonishment.

Verses 4-18 - Description of the tree is in verses 10-12. ORIENTALS SHOW RISE AND FALL BY
MEANS OF A SYMBOL OF A TREE.

4v13 – “Watcher - holy one.” An angel. Note detail of destruction - branches, leaves and fruit.

4v15 – Living stump had roots. Nebuchadnezzar continued to live and restoration was promised.
(Compare with Romans 11:17-20; 23-24. Hardening of Israel, cut off from the root, but the root
lives. The cutting off is only temporal, for the purpose of Gentile salvation. But see verses 25-29).
God dealt with Israel in the same way. The evidence of this truth was the fact of the Jewish
people in exile in Babylon! Today many of the Jewish people are still scattered among the nations.
Israel is a “scattered and peeled nation’ (Isaiah 18:2). Now the Jewish people are returning to
Israel from all over the world. Hunters and fishers principle! So also was the experience of
Nebuchadnezzar. He was not uprooted though - just cut down to below size. The metal band
preserved stump life (see v26). (Daniel’s interpretation from God). “Whereas they commanded to
leave the stump of the tree roots: your kingdom shall be sure unto you, after you shall have know
that the heavens (God) do rule.”

4v15b-16 – Heart changed – “the seat of reason” in man. Nebuchadnezzar’s reason was to
become as an animal – mental affliction for a man here. Nebuchadnezzar thinks himself an animal
and lives like one! 7 times equals 7 years.

4v17 - Sovereignty of God (see Psalms 75 v 6-7). “Promotion neither comes from the east, nor
from the west, nor from the south, but God is the judge. He puts down one, and sets up another.”
Psalm 2 has a parallel hero. READ IT. 1Samuel 2 v7 & 8 say, ‘The LORD makes poor, and makes
rich; He brings low and lifts up. He raises up the poor out of the dust and lifts up the beggar from
the dunghill, to act them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory...” Proverbs
3:34 says, “surely He scorns the scornful, but He gives grace to the lowly.” Luke 1 v 52 is important
here. ‘He has put down the mighty from their seats and exalted them of low degree’. See also
1Corinthians 1:26-29. James 4:6 says that “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble”.
Nebuchadnezzar experienced both of these in sequence? 1Peter 5:5 encourages us to ‘be clothed
with humility.” Romans 13:1 sums all this truth up. “There is no power but of God. The powers that
be are ordained of God.”



Daniel

Living Word Open Study Bible School, Bournemouth, England
Page 11 of 11

4v18 – N.B. Interpretation by the work of Spirit of the holy God.

Daniel had high regard far the king (see v19), as a ruler, though Nebuchadnezzar was a proud
man. Nebuchadnezzar became a vegetarian. Remember Daniel and his 3 friends were vegetarians
in chapter 1. What a turn around for Nebuchadnezzar – no more rich food and drink at the king’s
table! He ate only greens! (Green grass).

4v27 – Daniel’s counsel was risky, courageous. He challenged Nebuchadnezzar to ‘break with sin’
and humble himself and help the poor. To “lengthen tranquillity” means to avert judgment.

4v29 – “After 12 months” - God’s grace and patience demonstrated. (Remember the many
centuries delay during the whole lifetime of Methuselah, before the flood judgment came 969
years. Remember what Methuselah means – when be dies the judgment shall came) God gave
Nebuchadnezzar the time & opportunity to get his life’s attitudes right - but no. Daniel’s ~ witness
to people).

4v30 – “This great Babylon.” 14 miles square. Great outer walls 87 ft. thick; 350 ft high. 100 great
bronze gates in the walls. System of inner and outer walls with a moat in between. Chariots four
abreast could parade around the walls. Towers at intervals, a further 100 ft higher than the walls.
The historian, Herodotus, exaggerated, nevertheless a great city, which must have astonished the
Jewish exiles. The city had a processional street 1000 yards long, decorated either side showing
120 lions on enamelled wall bricks plus 575 dragons and bulls. These were idol symbols. There
were 50 temples in the city, plus the famous hanging gardens.

See Revelation 14:3 & 13:2. “An angel spoke, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city...’ ‘He cried
mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen...’ First the declaration,
then the destruction (Babylon was founded centuries earlier – see Genesis 11:5-9 – Babel). The
city provoked pride in Nebuchadnezzar.

4v31-32 – Voice from heaven – supernatural pronouncement. Nebuchadnezzar kingdom taken
away - Nebuchadnezzar driven away. Lycanthropy, the imagination that he is a wolf. Boanthropy
- behaves as an ox (see Walvoord, pages 109-110). After 7 years, Nebuchadnezzar was restored.
He bad learned the lesson. Humility and sense of dependence upon God, brought restoration. He
had a sense of awe, with praise to God, a recognition of God’s eternal greatness. He had a sense
of repentance and submission. God has glory, power and majesty. No one can hinder what God
plans. He is always right Nebuchadnezzar resumed his rule - restored to kingship, with former
excellent qualities as a ruler, effective in government. He saw God greater than before – so did
Job! Though Job was a righteous man.

4v34-37 – Nebuchadnezzar praises, extols and glorifies God, the King of heaven. It seems as
though Nebuchadnezzar had a genuine change of heart, conversion? Due to Daniel’s influence
and prayers? Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 BC, 43 years as king. When he died Babylon’s
brilliance passed with him. (To bless the Lord means to worship the Lord on bended knee – 4:34).

Overthrow of Babylon: Isaiah 13:1,5,17,19-22; 14:4,12-17,22-23. Jeremiah 50:1-2,9,13-15,23b-
24,35,38-40,46. Chapter 51:1. See Isaiah 21:9.

God’s dealings with Nebuchadnezzar is a broad outline of God’s dealings with the entire human
race and the Gentile world in particular in its pride and failure to recognise the Sovereignty of God
and His eternal greatness, power, majesty and glory. There is a lesson to learn in chapter 4:25. It
is by design that this chapter precedes the downfall of Babylon in chapter 5. Modernist scholars
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are wrong when they put the date of Daniel as the 2nd century BC. It is so applicable that fatal night
for Babylon in October 539 BC when Babylon fell.

Great Babylon is fallen. Revelation 14:8; 18:1-2,7-8,21. Symbolic of Gentile religious,
commercial, business and political power. “Great city. Mighty city.” Babylon city is mentioned over
260 times in the word of God, more than any other city other than Jerusalem. Babylon of
Revelation represents a system of commerce, social life and culture whose basic principles are
alienated from God, whose HQ will be a great and magnificent world city from which the commerce
of nations will be controlled. Christians are to have nothing to do with this developing system, see
Jeremiah 51:45, “My people, go out of the midst of her and deliver every man his soul from the
fierce anger of the LORD.” The apostle John tells us of the sins of Babylon have reached to
heaven (literally – glued or welded together, as bricks are piled high).
Jeremiah 51:9 says, “...her judgment reaches unto heaven and is lifted up even to the skies.” The
tower of Babel, back in Genesis, launched Babylon’s wicked career. God remembers ancient
Babylon and judged her sins. His judgment of the present and growing and future full-grown
Babylon will be swift as it was in Daniel’s day – by the finger of God. Jeremiah 51:53 says, “though
Babylon should mount up to heaven and though she should fortify the height of her strength, yet
from me shall come spoilers unto her, says the LORD.”

The departure, decline, degradation and even bestiality in character will continue until the
Power and the Person of God the Son returns to subjugate the nations, Psalm 2, under his iron
rule (Stone crushing to powder, Daniel 2). The nations will then be enforced to acknowledge and
obey God.

See 1Corinthians 15:24-25,28. “then comes the end, when He (Christ the Son) shall have
delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father, when He shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power. For He must reign, till He has put all enemies under His feet. When all things
are subdued to Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him (Father) that put all things
under Him, that God may be all in all.”

See Jeremiah 51:35-39,41b-44,57-58,64.

THE FINGER OF GOD – HANDWRITING ON THE WALL FOR BELSHAZZAR AND BABYLON.

Daniel 5. Almost 70 years had passed since chapter 1. Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 BC. Now 23
years on from then. The date is October 539 BC when Babylon fell to Cyrus. (Daniel 7 & 8
occurred in Belshazzar’s reign). Yet the visions of chapters 7 & 8 occurred 12 years before the
events of chapter 5.

Numbers at feasts varied between 10 and 70,000! The use of the vessels from the Jerusalem
Temple was a deliberate sacrilege and reproach of the God of the Jews. Vessels never used - they
had been left in Nebuchadnezzar’s treasure house (Daniel 1:2), nearly 50 yrs before. Belshazzar’s
wicked hilarity insulted God.

Handwriting on the wall. Fingers of a man’s hand. Archaeologists have found the throne room,
56ft. wide x 173 ft. long. This was the probable venue.

6v5 - ‘Appeared’, literally means ‘came out’ from the wall. ‘Near lampstand’ - the torchlight
illuminated the fingers and the writing! This was near the king. It was a plastered wall. Belshazzar’s
predicament is an illustration of the insecurity and powerlessness of the rulers of this world when
confronted with the power and wisdom of God (Romans 1:21; Revelation 6:15-17; Psalm 2:1-4).
Was God’s retaliation resulting in the fall of Babylon to Persia?
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In the midst of panic and confusion comes Daniel, an old man well into his 80’s, displaying peace
and calm on his face, confident in God and His revelation as before. He did not fear man, only God
(v11-12). The queen mother, or better grandmother, comments about Daniel, using his Hebrew
name Daniel, twice. ‘Spirit of the Holy God, enlightenment; understanding and wisdom of God
found in him’. ‘Excellent spirit’. Had the queen mother (grandmother) been converted to the Jewish
God? NB. No Hebrew or Chaldee word for grandfather or grandmother, or grandson (see 2
Samuel 9:7 for example).

6v14-16 – The queen mother (grandmother)’s word accepted.

6v21 – ‘Pride’. Literally acted presumptuously.

6v22-23 – Courageous Daniel. God is in control, not Belshazzar or Babylon.

6v24-28 – MENE – numbered or reckoned up (see Psalm 90:12).
TEKEL – weighed, judged and found wanting – too light – cannot balance the scales (see

Job 6:2 & 31:6).
PERES - Broken or divided between the Medes and the Persians. (Persia a pun on
Peres). (Jeremiah 25:2).

Even at this time the Persians could well have been pouring into the city conquering Babylon.
Cyrus diverted the Euphrates river from going under the walls of Babylon, so that he could use this
to get under the walls of the city whilst the drunken revelry was being indulged in (see Jeremiah
51:24, 28,29,33,35,39-44,47-49,54-57 especially, 60,64). Yet Babylon will be destroyed again, by
fire! (see 25,32,37,58,62-64). See also Isaiah 21:1-10.

Herodotus and Xenophon have written accounts available for us to see concerning the Medes
and Persian capture of Babylon, after a year’s siege!
Just as Christians are safe from future judgments upon godless, self-made humanity, just as

Daniel was safe here. (So was Jeremiah before him). In fact, Daniel became one of the presidents
of the new empire regime of Persia. The world faces disaster, but not those who know their Lord
and Saviour. Vengeance upon Belshazzar, but victory for God and Daniel. See Isaiah 45:14 and
ch.47.

DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN – Chapter 6

At least 2 years had elapsed. Daniel was at least 83 years old, in very high office (v1-3). God
wanted him in a high position to influence and encourage assistance in the return of the Jewish
people to Judah and the land, just as he had been in a position to contribute to their welfare whilst
in Babylon. (Joseph in Egypt). The return of the Jewish people was first begun in Cyrus’ first year.
538/7 BC. Isaiah 45:1-4; 2Chronicles 36:22,23; Ezra 1:14).

Darius means ‘holder of the sceptre’. Daniel’s integrity and position caused jealousy. Daniel was
faithful and faultless. Conspiracy is at hand. Result - flattery of the king to get their way (v7). Den of
lions and fiery furnace were two of the most feared punishments of that day. NB. Flattery imputed
deity to the king.

6v10-11 – Daniel’s prayer life followed the inspired instructions given to elders, priest and
prophets in Jeremiah 29:1,4-23,30-32 and the people. If Daniel ceased to pray in the usual place,
his testimony would be spoiled. He continued, knowing the death penalty. Faithful ministry of
prayer – what for? The Peace of Jerusalem, the return of his own people, his present position,
protection. Words of praise – note that! The king was not angry with Daniel, he was angry with
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himself for being so stupid to fall into such a trap. He was short-sighted, not seeing jealousy. Law
must be kept. No way out.

6v15 – ‘They came in concert’. Cf. This with the leaders who came plotting against Jesus, to
Pilate and Herod, saying Jesus was a rival king to the Romans. Jesus was a King, is a King true,
yet it was a plot against Him.

6v16 – Darius was impressed with Daniel’s faithfulness. It affected the king’s own thinking.

6v18 – King was sleepless and fasting, his mind pre-occupied with Daniel’s plight. No
entertainment.

6v20 – ‘Servant of the living God’. Daniel’s reply was calm in v21. He suffered no hurt (Hebrews
11:33). Angels serve God by protecting His people. (Peter). (Psalm 34:7; 91:11; Matthew 18:10;
Hebrews 1:14.) Possibly the Angel of the Lord. Cf. 3:25,28.

6v22 – ‘Innocent’. Hebrew means clean and pure, having moral sense, not sinlessness. Daniel
lived until the 3rd year of Cyrus, 536 BC, aged c. 84 years. Darius may have been Gubaru,
governor appointed over Babylon by Cyrus.

Like chapter 3, it depicts the foreshadowing of the ultimate deliverance of Israel in the Great
Tribulation at the end of the Times of the Gentiles, when enemies will be judged and destroyed like
the enemies of Daniel. Israel’s remnant will remain true like Daniel and his three brave friends,
regardless of the possible cost to them.

Consider Darius’ testimony in verses 25-27. Similar to Nebuchadnezzar.
6:28 – end of mainly historical facts in the time of Persian rule.

When we consider chapter 7, the time goes back to Belshazzar’s first year of rule over Babylon. It
has strong Prophetic content; as in chapter 2. We will compare these two chapters.

VISION OF THE 4 BEASTS – DANIEL Chapter 7

This revelation was given to Daniel in the 1st year of Belshazzar (553 BC), 14 years before the
lion’s den experience, 539 BC. Daniel is about 68 years old, taken captive 52 years earlier, age
about 16 years, 605 BC. Revelation given to Daniel in a dream, though visions. A unity of
revelation but in a successions of visions (plural word), but one revelation in experience, as a
dream (singular word), in successive stages – “he looked”, (vs. 2,6-7, 13), “kept looking” (v.11). He
slept but saw vision while dreaming. Sometimes vision given when awake. (ch.9:23). Had great
effect on Daniel – he wrote it all down. The prophet-statesman received 4 dreams or visions –
chapters 7; 8; 9:20-27; 10:1 to 12:5.

Chapter 7 begins the second division of the book. The first 6 chapters have been mainly
historical, minimum of prophecy. The second division of 6 chapters are mainly prophetic in nature
with minimum history. These 6 chapters deal with the sequence of events from Daniel’s day right
up to the time of the first and second advents of Messiah. The first 6 chapters Daniel wrote in the
‘third person’, the next 6 chapters Daniel wrote in the ‘first person’.

The vision of the 4 beasts depict the 4 empires suggested in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, by
their metals and their deterioration of values - future for Daniel, history for us now.

Remember Daniel’s book of prophecy and history is given by the God of Israel to Daniel as it
relates to the Jewish people, not the Church, even though it involves the history of Gentile
empires which bad dealings with Israel and the Jewish people. When the Jewish people were
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exiled to Babylon, it may have seemed that God had finished with them in His dealings. Yet former
prophets to Daniel, like Jeremiah, clearly state otherwise, prophetically, that is why Daniel studies
the revelation of God for the Jewish people through Jeremiah as we shall see in chapter 9 & 10
(see Jeremiah 33:19-22,25-26). The God of Israel was not finished with His people – how could He
break His covenant agreements. God wanted the Jewish people to know this. Hence the revelation
of God’s plans through Daniel for the Jewish people. God intended to reveal their future history.
They would return from captivity, their Messiah would come twice for two different reasons (see
Hebrews 9:26-28),

1. Spiritual bondage and
2. Physical bondage, to an earthly tyrant empire - deliverance from both, finally to enjoy a grand

Kingdom period of their own, when they have repented as a nation, to behold their Messiah
Redeemer King, for whom they have wept and prayed for, for centuries.

Daniel’s visions come when the Jewish exiles had been in exile for nearly their allotted time of 70
years. There were tow in the early years of Belshazzar’s reign and two in the beginning of the
Persian’s reign. It is worthy of note that Nebuchadnezzar’s dream came to him from God before
the majority of Jewish people were exiled. (Explain several sieges of Jerusalem between 606 &
586 BC). Daniel was a young person then. NB. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream represented the 4
empires from human standpoint - man’s decreasing greatness. The 4 beasts seen by Daniel
show these 4 empires seen from God’s standpoint - each ‘beastly’ in nature and value. The
visions symbolise the fall of these empires and the eventual establishment of Christ’s Millennial
Kingdom reign and rule, in their place, finally. (1). The ‘Stone’ destroying the image (chapter 2) and
the 4 beasts being destroyed by God (Ancient of Days), giving the Kingdom to Christ, the Son of
Man.

7:1 – Nebuchadnezzar had been dead for 9 years, Belshazzar’s final year in chapter 5.
Handwriting on the wall was about 14 yrs after this vision of chapter 7. 53 years had passed since
Daniel was exiled (606-553 BC). Reason?

the division of Daniel.

7v2 – “winds”- “spirits” - angels, who minister for God’s providential actions in the affairs of men
(see Jeremiah 23:19; 49:36; 51:1; Zechariah 6:1-6; 7:14; Revelation 7:1-3. The ‘sea’ is the
Mediterranean sea. ‘Great sea’ in Ezekiel 47:10, 15, 20; 48:28. Focus on the Mediterranean world
(v3). Here the ‘heavenly powers and forces’ stirring up the mass of Gentile humanity – a bursting
forth, strife, trouble (literal meaning). Severity of confusion. The thought is to see the nations at any
time as God sees them, not just particular times of these specific empires. 120 references in the
Bible to ‘wind’ – 90 in Old Testament; 30 in New Testament. In Daniel it especially refers to God’s
sovereignty and power striving with nations, ultimately bringing them into subjection when Christ
returns (Psalm 2).

7v4 – Lion. Babylon, especially Nebuchadnezzar personally. Lion – king of the beasts. Eagle –
king of birds. Head of gold at the top. Winged lions discovered in Babylon ruins. Lion = strength.
Eagles wings = swiftness. Both symbols of Babylon. (Jeremiah 4:7 = lion. Ezekiel 17:3 = eagle).
Wings plucked off Nebuchadnezzar ‘s humiliation, insanity and deterioration swift after his death.
‘Two feet – man’s heart’ – from violence to compassion – Nebuchadnezzar’s change.

7v5 – Bear = great strength: Medo-Persian empire having a strong and fierce army. ‘Raised leg’
= first Media, then Persian domination over Media, (see 8:3). ‘3 ribs’ = Egypt, Assyria, Babylon
(Lydia). Empire continued to Alexander (Greece), 200 years to 336 BC.

7v6 – Leopard great speed of Alexander conquering - swift, cunning, agile. 4 wings + great
speed. Greece conquered the whole Persian empire in 4 years, 334-330 BC., as far as Africa and
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India. Kingdom of Greece divided into 4 parts when Alexander died (chapter 8:8, 22) between 4
generals – Casander, Lysimachus, Seleucus, Ptolemy.

7v7-8 - 4th Beast unnamed – a mongrel beast mixture (Cf. Revelation 13:2). Leopard, bear and
lion all in one (see Hosea 13:7-8). Terrible, dreadful, exceedingly strong - only describes Roman
empire. Great iron teeth. Reduplicated characteristics – devoured what was left of previous
empires. More descriptive, greater significance than others. Fearful image, immense size,
stamping monstrous legs, smashing everything in its path with enormous strength – iron strength.
Ferocious action, v19 & 23. Different from others – terror inspiring tactics (241 BC to 410 AD,
perhaps 496 AD). Greatest empire in history. Cruel, ruthless in slaughter, a vindictive world power,
crushed and trampled everything before it underfoot.

Ten horns (see v24). Ten kings. Prophetic Scriptures sometimes have time gaps in their verses,
e.g. Isaiah 61:1-2a = Luke 4:18. Many others. Peaks of fulfilment, but valleys of time-gaps in
between, unknown to the prophets (Church Age), between fulfilments. Here is one. Also one
between 19 & 20. The ten horns speak of a later time when a type of the Roman empire that fits
the beast description will come into power and dominance in the ‘End Times’, preceding the
coming of the ‘Stone’, who is Christ, coming to reign and smash all gentile world powers. Rome
never had ten kings in it, or after it, so this prediction could not fit those times. Another horn
- a little horn. (Horn means strength, kingly power). Insignificant beginning, who will arise and
subdue or uproot three rulers (3 horns) in the process of coming to power. The little horn had great
intelligence (eyes of a man) and a blasphemous mouth (see vs. 11, 20, 25), exceedingly boastful,
clever and shrewd. He becomes head over all this Revived Roman empire and then gains world
domination.

NB. These symbolise kings in whose days God sets up a Kingdom never to be destroyed.
The end of Nebuchadnezzar man image was the ten toes which were smashed by the
coming ‘Stone’ (see Revelation 17:12 & Daniel 7:24).

Extensive time gap is implied as in Daniel 2:34 & 44. The little horn comes up among or
between them (literal), i.e. the ten contemporary kings, together, not successive, verses 24, 26
describe him and his end, also 13-14 (see Daniel 9:27; 11:45; Revelation 13:5-8; 17:11-14).
Antichrist, Satan’s counterfeit Messiah world ruler, trying to take the place of God’s world ruler,
Christ the true Messiah King. Antichrist vaunts himself boastfully and proud, against God. (11:36),
claiming greatness above God (2 Thessalonians 2:4.9-10; Daniel 7:9-12). ‘Kept looking UNTIL.’
‘Until’ implies future history, the Judgment scene-follows Antichrist’s rule and period of the Great
Tribulation, seen in prophetic future view, prior to Millennium.

7v9-12 – Ancient of Days. Sovereign God, (God the Father here. Isaiah 43:13; 7:15a). White
implies holiness (Revelation 1:14).

‘Eternal fire’ – God’s majesty and authority brings final judgment, note Eternal. Judge of the
earth and all empires. ‘Wheels’ – universal authority and rule (Ezekiel 1:16). Books are kept by
God (Exodus 32:32; Revelation 20:11-15; Daniel 12:1). Books contain the deeds of evil, ungodly
men, the record of ungodly acts as the basis of judgment. Our names are written in heaven. Luke
10:20. NB. The name Daniel means God has judged or God is my judge (Daniel 1:7).

The ‘beast slain’ terminates the ‘Times of the Gentiles’. His rule over the Revived Roman empire
world domination (Luke 21:24, 27). Beast stripped of power by Divine judgment (9:27; Revelation
11:15; 19:15; Joel 3:9-17).

v13-14 – ‘Son of Man’. Mark 8:31 John 1:51. All authority, glory and power conferred upon Him.
Here is the Kingdom of the Son of Man from heaven. The Fifth and Final Kingdom. Everlasting.
‘Clouds’ Deity and Shekinah Glory (see Revelation 1:7). The fulfilment of Acts 1:9 & 11. Christ
comes to rule (Matthew 24:30; 25:31; Psalm 72:11; Revelation 11:15 & 19:15-16). NOTE THAT
THE CHURCH IS NOT THE FIFTH KINGDOM, though we come back with Him to the Millennial
earth, to reign with Him. The Church never caused the downfall of the Roman empire, neither
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will the Church destroy the Antichrist. Remember that the Church is not included in the Old
Testament prophetic views.

‘Dominion’ – absolute rule by absolute authority. People worship Him – Psalm 2:6-9. Everlasting
dominion, (see Daniel 4:34 & 7:27). Never to be conquered (see also 6:26). Christ will commence
His earthly reign, Revelation 20:1–6; 1st Corinthians 15:24-26).

v16-18 – Daniel was disturbed, be could not interpret this dream vision, nor the next one (see
chapter 8:15).

v18 – ‘Saints... Kingdom.’ ‘Saints’ will be the believing Jewish people, after the Church is taken to
heaven. God then, resumes His dealings with Israel. The Jewish believers and also the true
Church, who will return with Christ to this earth for His rule, will enjoy Christ’s rule upon the earth.
The tribulation Jewish believers and also Tribulations saints – brought to salvation through faith in
Christ and prepared through the suffering imposed upon them by the Antichrist (Zechariah 13:8-9).
(Antichrist will put 2/3 rd of Israel to death, i.e. unbelievers). Believers were then anticipating
Christ’s second coming and their subsequent deliverance by Him.

v19-21, 23-25 Daniel concerns himself with the revelation about the person and work of the
individual “little horn” and the “fourth beast”. Antichrist persecutes Israel and tribulation saints and
overpowers them, defeating Israel, conquering at least half of Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:2; See
Daniel 3 ‘furnace’; Daniel 9:26(b); Rev. 12:1-6, 13-17). The ‘fourth kingdom’, which is Rome, will be
revived and have ten kings or rulers, simultaneous not consecutive, within the revived empire, not
one Caesar, and this will be headed up by the Antichrist, who will also dominate the earth, which
will also be divided into ten sections for easy control and government by the Antichrist rule over the
revived Roman empire and the whole earth in ten divisions. No period in Roman history fits this
statement This restoration of the Roman empire is implied in the three remaining visions of Daniel
8:23; 9:26-27; 11:35-39. The “little horn” will rule the whole earth, with ferocious conquest, crushing
all opposition, even subduing revolt of three horns in the revived Roman empire (v24). The result
will be a one world government and Antichrist the dictator. He will attempt to raise himself to be as
high as God – so did Satan before him (see v23-25 & Revelation 13;7, Revelation 13:1-10 & 17:8-
14). The Antichrist will be judged and put to death by God (see v11 & 26 & Revelation 19:19-20).

Jerome said, “All ecclesiastical writers have handed down that in the consummation of the world,
when the kingdom of the Romans is about to be destroyed there will be ten kings who shall divide
the Roman world among them”. He was almost right, but the little horn Antichrist will come up
among them and become the ‘final Fuehrer’ and dictator leading right up to the second coming
of Christ.

Special note on v25 – ‘Times, time and half a time.’ 3½ units of time (see Daniel 4:16,23,25).
These ‘times’ are clearly years (see 12:7 – ‘42 months’; see Revelation 11:2; 12:6 & 14; 13:5). Now
see Daniel 9:27 – explain.

These considerations support a Futurist view of this period – the final period of world history as
we know it now, in the hands of Gentile powers.

v27 – The divisions of kingdoms, nations and lands, shall become Christ’s earthly kingdom, His
Millennial rule, rather than the spiritual kingdom established at His first coming, namely the Church
Age. There is more to the spiritual kingdom than the Church, though.

NOTE. It is only after the emergence of the ten horn kings and the little horn, that any mention of
Christ’s contrasting Kingdom is made, suggesting that it will not come into existence until after that
time which is about to come, namely revived Roman empire and following. NOTE also that it is
only after the destruction of the ‘little horn’ Antichrist, that Christ’s Kingdom is mentioned. Verses
13,14,27 speak of the beginning of Christ’s Kingdom, not the end of it!
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The final state of the 4th Empire – Rome – has not yet been fulfilled. ‘Here is, in chapter 7, a
genuine prophetic revelation of God’s programme for human history. These matters become far
more than just academic interest, they are the key to the present movement of history in
anticipation of that which lies ahead’ (John Walvoord).

Extra notes and Summary. Biblical Time Scale. One day for one year in Bible Prophecy (see
Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:4-8; Daniel 9). A ‘Time” and ‘Times’ (see Leviticus 26:23-24).
Sometimes a day/days to be taken literally when in conjunction with ‘Time’. Example: Revelation
12:1-6,14. Link with Revelation 11:2,3 & 9.

Chapter 2 & 7 of Daniel parallel:
1. Covers the ‘Times of the Gentiles’.
2. Israel ruled by 4 successive empires to the ‘Time of the end’ “little horn” will seek to

destroy God’s Covenant people, Israel, to attempt to prove God a liar! Antichrist’s short
reign of 7 yrs will be terminated by Christ’s second coming. The Millennial Kingdom will
fulfil God’s Covenants with Israel completely.

The A-millennial view says that the “little horn” is past history since the first Advent. This is wrong
for the following reasons:

1. No world ruler fits the description of Daniel 7:23 & 24 (3 kings).
2. “Little horn” is a king, not a Pope.
3. Papacy has not been limited to 3½ years or 7 years.
4. Papacy does not concentrate solely on the persecution of Israel.

Heathen nations compared to wild animals. Ezekiel 29:3 (dragon); 32:3 (lion and whale). Hosea
13:7-8.

‘Lion’ related to wicked mighty enemies. ‘Sea’ is like untameable nations (Psalm 46:3; 65:7;
Isaiah 5:30; 57:20; Jeremiah 6:23; Ezekiel 26:3; Revelation 17 waters = nations. ‘Lion and bear”
Proverbs 28:15. Lion, bear and leopard Jeremiah 5;6.

Alexander conquered the massive Persian empire with just 30,000 men. He began when only 20
and died aged 32. Just 12 yrs of great speed: leopard speed. (Daniel 8:5 & 21).

Cyrus mentioned in Isaiah 44;28; 45;1-14; 2nd Chronicles 36;22-23; Ezra 1.

The LORD is the Divine Author and Governor of the nations (Psalm 46:8) and world empires. He
alone can desolate the earth. The LORD works all things out by the counsel of His own will. He
used Babylon to punish Jerusalem and carr y the Jewish people into exiled punishment into
Babylon. He used Cyrus of Persia to release the Jewish people to return home and rebuild
Jerusalem and Temple. God used the Greek language for His Word: NT to bring Christian truth to
the world. He used the communications of the 4th empire - Rome - to speed the Gospel ‘to the
ends of the earth’ which was then Rome, as they knew it. He is still using the present remnant of
the old Roman empire to communicate the Gospel through means and media and legal
representation and stable governments of the world governed by ‘Roman’ systems of life, still.
When God has accomplished all this, this present Church Age Dispensation will close with the
Rapture and Resurrection of the true Church to be with Him. Then the final countdown of the Great
Tribulation 7 years, the revived Roman empire under the Antichrist gaining world power, right up to
the time of the second coming of Christ. The fourth beast revived Roman empire will not be
succeeded by any other human-managed empire or government, but by the coming of the Son of
Man. (Daniel 7:13-14, 27).
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Daniel 7:9 – Godhead involved. Father commits all judgment to the Son (John 5:22). The
Godhead judges - Daniel 7:10. God’s appearance as Judge is seen in Exodus 19:18; Psalm 50:1-
3; 68:1-3; 93:1-2; 94:1; 96:12; 97:1-5; Habakkuk 3:2-5.

Books of God’s Retribution. Matthew 25; Psalm 56:8; Revelation 5:1-9.
In Daniel the Millennial Kingdom and the Eternal Everlasting Kingdom are combined, possibly the

New Earth too. In Revelation they are separated by time and place detailed and particularised.
Daniel sees the Eternal and imperishable nature of the Kingdom. Daniel wanted to stress the
Eternal nature of the Kingdom, not its duration. The Millennium is part of the Eternal Kingdom in
the overall planning mind of the LORD.

VISION OF THE RAM AND THE HE-GOAT – Daniel 8

Two years after the vision of the four Beasts of chapter 7 (see 7:1 and 8:1). Written now in
Hebrew as events relate particularly to Israel through to chapter 12. This is the second half of
Daniel, in Hebrew.

v3 – Ram, symbolised the kings of media and Persia (v20) – 2 horns. A 4th century historian
states that the Persian ruler wore the head of a ram as he stood at the head of his army, Cyrus,
king of Persia gained control over Media in 550 BC. Date of the vision, 551 BC. Daniel aged about
69 yrs. Vision was one year before fulfilment concerning Media, but 12 years before Belshazzar’s
death and capture of Babylon (chapter 5). Note conquest direction, v4. West Babylon, Syria, Asia
Minor; then north: Armenia, Caspian Sea. South: Egypt and Ethiopia. Note: not eastward -
insignificant conquest there. Isaiah 45:1-3. Isaiah is given the prophecy concerning the overthrow
of Babylon by Cyrus, I50 years beforehand.

v5 – He-goat symbolised king of Greece, (v21). Alexander came against Persia in 334 BC. He-
goat has greater strength and agility. Goat is the symbol of ancient Macedonia – N. Greece, west
of Persia. Conquest at great speed and Alexander conquered a greater area the Persia – speed of
a leopard (chapter 7:6). Goats have two horns , this goat had only one - unusual, like Alexander –
great military strategist, born 356 BC, son of Philip of Macedon, a military man himself. One horn
symbolised Alexander’s unique person and power to conquer at great speed. No one person
succeeded him as his empire was divided into four parts and ruled by his four generals. Ptolemy
ruled Egypt and parts of Asia Minor. Cassander ruled Macedonia and Greece. Lysimachus ruled
Thrace and parts of Asia Minor. Seleucus ruled the remainder: Syria, Israel and Mesopotamia.

v6-7 – Hot fury of hatred, revenge, infuriated strength, conquered the Persian empire over 3
years (334-331 BC) and on to the Indus river (India). Persia was humiliated and conquered. Daniel
was shown this 220 years before in vision form.

Eight years after his leopard-speed conquest, Alexander died of a severe fever in June 323 BC at
the age of 32.

v8 – His empire was divided into 4 parts, (see 7:6).

v9 – From the Greek division, Seleucus, came a king of unusual significance, Daniel noted.
Antiochus Epiphanes, the 8th Ruler from Seleucus, (175-164BC). Remember Daniel’s visions
concern the Jewish people. He was like the future Antichrist will be towards the Jewish people.
Antiochus Epiphanes began insignificantly, but grew powerfully. Similar to 7:8 & 24-26, but there it
is clearly Antichrist of the future, from the restored Roman empire, not Greece . Here in
chapter 8 it is Antiochus Epiphanes of ancient history, though future to Daniel. Both are called ‘little
horns’ – one prefigures the other. In chapter 8, Antiochus Epiphanes is the Antichrist of the O.T.,
causing intense suffering to the Jewish people, in the pattern of the future Antichrist of the Great
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Tribulation (chapter 7:24-26; 8:10-13, 9:27; Revelation 12;13;17), causing future suffering for the
Jewish people. Antiochus Epiphanes obtained the throne by flattery and bribery, not as the rightful
heir. He assumed the name ‘Epiphanes’; ‘Illustrious’. People called him ‘Epimanes’ - the mad man.
He exercised dominion over the glorious land, v9, Israel. (See 11:16,41 concerning the future
Antichrist).

v10 – ‘Host of heaven’ – the people of God, (see v24), numerous as the stars and sand – the
Jewish people (Abrahamic Covenant promise). Antiochus Epiphanes blasphemed against God,
profaned the Temple, oppressed the Jewish people with slaughter and massacre – severe
persecution. Antiochus Epiphanes forced Hellenisation (Greek influence) upon the Jewish people.
They resisted unto death (1st book of Maccabees – apocryphal history, but interesting).

v11 – ‘Prince’ – God Himself (see Joshua 5:14, margin ref.). See also v25. ‘Prince of Princes’ –
(9:25), Messiah the Prince. Revelation 19:19-20.

v12 – ‘Ceremony’; ‘sanctuary’ polluted and desecrated – Jewish worship forced to end. On
December 167 BC Jewish people were ordered to offer unclean sacrifices and eat swine’s flesh or
die. Truth suppressed (see Romans 1:18; Isaiah 59:4,14-15). Change truth – Mosaic law and
ordinances – cast down Divine revelation and substituted false religion of Greece.

v13 – How long ?

v14 – 2300 days – from September 16th 171 BC began anti-Jewish atrocities by Antiochus
Epiphanes. (Until 171 BC there was peace). Persecution ended when Judas Maccabeus
recaptured and restored the Temple, December 25th 165 BC. Feast of Chanukah celebrates this in
Jewish life. ‘Sanctuary cleansed and restored’ – the Temple.

v15-16 – ‘Man’ - ‘Gabor’ (Hebrew). ‘Mighty man’. Gabriel – mighty one of God who brings
important in formation from God to man.

v17-18 – ‘Terrified’ – reaction of fear – personal sinfulness becomes overpowering in the
presence of perfect holiness. Gabriel is only an angel! – not God!

Daniel was in Babylon, not Shushan. He was ‘taken in the Spirit’ to Shushan (Susa), v1-2.

v19 - ‘Time of the end’. Not just Antiochus Epiphanes of ancient history, but Antichrist of
future history. Partial fulfilment must lead to total fulfilment, in line with the other visions
recorded in Daniel.

v20-22 – Explanation.

v23 - ‘Transgressors’ – sinful actions have reached a point where God cannot permit them to go
further without bringing punishment (see 1 Thessalonians 2:16; Matthew 23:32). Antiochus
Epiphanes came on the scene towards the end of the Greek empire split four ways but as in
prophecy we are taken beyond that into the time of the end – future antichrist (v24).
Descriptions of Antiochus Epiphanes limited – Antichrist more fully in Daniel and Revelation.

v24 - ‘Not by his own power’ – significant reference to Antichrist – Satan controls him – the
counterfeit Christ, world ruler (see Revelation 13:2). He achieves military and political world
control.

v25 – Deceitful, cunning and proud, self-exalting ruler. Time of security – false peace – then
sudden destruction, (see 1st Thessalonians 5:3). Antichrist pretends friendship, makes a covenant
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with Israel, then breaks halfway through a 7 year agreement, Isaiah 28:14-22. God judges him. He
is personally destroyed by Christ at His coming again.

v26 – Compare with v14. Preserve vision for the end times.

v27 – Daniel ill, severe emotional reaction to the vision. After his recovery, Daniel was still
astonished. Vision related to:

(1) Persia 538-331 BC
(2) Greece 331-146 BC
(3) that of Antiochus Epiphanes 175-164 BC.

Remember Daniel was about 69, the year was 551 BC, 12-13 years before Cyrus of Persia, 220
years before Greece and Alexander; 380 years before Antiochus Epiphanes and at least 2500 yrs
before the end time Antichrist. No wonder Daniel was ill having been shown important aspects of
future history as it related to Daniel’s people.

THE SEVENTY YEAR – WEEKS OF DANIEL Chapter 9

Daniel chapter 9 presents Israel’s history from the time of Ezra and Nehemiah to the bringing in
of the Kingdom of Heaven at the second coming of Christ, immediately preceded by the time of
‘Jacob’s Trouble’ for Israel. Chapters 10 and 11 reveal further Gentile oppression of Israel. The
final section chapters 11:36 - 12:13 deals with the end of the Age, the period of the revived Roman
empire and ‘Israel’s deliverance. All five chapters’ are written in Hebrew.

The study of Daniel, especially this chapter is the key to understanding Prophecy. Daniel is
now past 80. The king is Darius as in chapter 6. Date: 538 BC. The 70 years of captivity are nearly
over (606 BC - 538 BC), READ Jeremiah 25:11-12 & 29:10 -14.

In chapter 9:1-19 the chief sins of Israel are confessed and God’s mercies are glorified. The
punishment of exile is acknowledged as deserved. Daniel pleads for mercy upon the holy city of
Jerusalem and the his people and nation Israel (see v15-16).

‘The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him’, Psalm 25:14 This was Daniel’s heart
expression, evident in his entire life and constant prayer. Daniel was great as a statesman, beloved
by God as a person and steadfast as a pillar in his being. Yet his real power with God and his
greatness lay in his prayer life. It always does. The Word of God and the plight of the nation
brought ‘Daniel to his knees, as was his regular custom (chapter 6 lion’s den experience – Daniel
still persisted in prayer, even after that traumatic encounter with lions!). He had hardly finished
when the answer came (see Isaiah 65:24). He had fasted and prayed. He was bowed down before
the Lord and knowing the sins of his people heavy on his heart, in a wrestling of the soul, deep
sorrow and mourning. O Lord, O Lord, O Lord, was his expression of anguish. He identified with
the sins of his people – what an example.

He prayed to Jehovah, his God. The Name ‘Jehovah’ (Covenant name of God) is not found in this
prophecy, except on the lips of Daniel. In his mouth, the Name Jehovah is especially glorious. He
turns to the LORD as His Covenant – keeping God. The name Jehovah contains three glorious
ideas of eternal, unbreakable, Covenant faithfulness with regard to Israel. He also addresses God
as ‘Adonai’, the Almighty ruler, and El, the Mighty God, whom he calls dreadful and awesome. He
knows God as great in majesty and greatly to be feared on account of His righteousness, holiness
and justice. Yet he addresses God as a faithful Covenant-keeping God, full of mercy and
compassion to those who love Him. Confession of sin is predominant in Daniel’s prayer. He
considers himself as one identified with his nation Israel. He acts as a petitioning priest in this way.
(Our Lord Jesus is our intercessor and High Priest, who took our sins upon Himself; making
Himself responsible for them before a holy and righteous Father, in order that we may be forgiven
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and justified freely before Him). Daniel is a faithful and righteous servant of Jehovah. Daniel’s
prayer was full of suffering and sorrow, like the prayer of the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane, and soon
after on Golgotha, (Calvary’s cross).

Israel had not listened to God’s prophets, an awful sin – it was rejecting God’s word. Yet Daniel
saw and understood the abundant mercy and greatness of forgiveness, as did Jeremiah. Israel had
not been consumed and God had preserved them in exile for these nearly 70 years. He would
bring them back to their homeland again. That is why God raised up Cyrus as His instrument for
the return of the Jews to Israel and Jerusalem and the time was drawing very near for this. Persia
had conquered Babylon. No other nation can witness to such mercy and forgiveness. God
remembers His Covenants. His Name is at stake. The nation Israel was called into being to show
forth the praises of God. They will accomplish this in the Kingdom Age to come (READ Hosea
2:23). Israel had known God’s ways, but had refused them. Their guilt was so deep. Israel was
unrepentant and would not turn from their sins (v13). The LORD was right to punish them.
Jerusalem had been a greatly privileged city, like no other in history. It was the city of the Great
King (Psalm 48). The LORD has chosen to dwell in it forever (Psalm 68:16; Psalm 32:13-14; Psalm
147:19-20; Ezekiel 48:35). The Lord watches over Israel, unsleeping, to chasten and also to
rebuild (Jeremiah 31:28).

In Daniel 9:15-19, Daniel pleads with God. He beseeches God to turn away His wrath (v16). See
the agonised plea in verse 19. The LORD had delivered the Hebrews from Egypt long before, His
Name and reputation for calling a people to become a nation was at stake, would He destroy them
now. Would He not remember His promise to take a people to become His nation? What would the
nations say if God did not keep His Covenant promises? Would He not stretch out His hand again
and deliver His people from Babylon, where He has sent them? The deliverance from Egypt in past
history guaranteed Israel’s future deliverance. Scripture teaches this (Psalm 80; Jeremiah 16:23,
32). Daniel makes God’s righteousness His prayer plea. The righteousness of God often appears
in the Old Testament as the principle and source of the deliverance of God’s people. God’s
judgment has been satisfied through the 70 years exile, now. God by right must fulfil His promise of
restoration. There has been a righteousness which demands punishment, but there is also a
righteousness of God which is a rewarding righteousness. Thus the word ‘righteousness’ often
appears in the sense of mercy, faithfulness, favour and grace (see Psalm 85:8-13 & Psalm 143:1).

In chapter 9:16, Daniel refers to ‘your city Jerusalem’, ‘your holy mountain’, ‘your people’. If God
turns away from His people, they will be a reproach to all around, as if God cannot deliver them
and will not remember His Covenant promises. Such a possibility is unthinkable concerning a
righteous God who has exacted His punishment according to His Word, now He must fulfil His
Word again to deliver His people – as He promised! God remembers His mercy in His being.

Verse 17 – again pleads for mercy that God’s face would shine upon His broken down and burnt
sanctuary that is desolate. To ‘lift up one’s face or cause it to shine’ was a standard phrase in
Israel for favourably remembering someone or something. It is the opposite of ‘to hide one’s face in
the sense of forsaking, leaving or chastising’ someone. Daniel expected this about God Himself
Daniel does not plead this prayer on the basis of his own righteousness, but for the Lord’s Name,
Sake and Righteousness.

Daniel pleads further and similar in verse 18. The city of Jerusalem is called after the Lord’s
Name. If God abandoned His city, the heathen nations round about would think that God was too
weak to defend His city against the gods of the heathen nations round about. God would maintain
His Name, His Glory and His Virtues. Daniel does not plead ‘their righteousness, but for God’s
great mercies’.
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Verse 19 is great petitioning. ‘O Lord hear; O Lord forgive; O Lord listen and do, defer not, for
your own sake.’ Daniel finally reminds God again that Jerusalem is His city and Israel are His
people. Israel, the city and the sanctuary to Daniel are three glorious things most closely
connected with the Glory of God’s Name. Jeremiah 25:29 says that the city of Jerusalem is called
after God’s Name. 2nd Chronicles 6:6 says, ‘I have chosen Jerusalem, that my Name might be
there...’

Verses 20 – 23 – Gabriel came speedily to Daniel whilst be was still praying. Sometimes God
answers prayer swiftly, sometimes there are reasons for seeming delay, but there is no delay
really. ‘Before they call I will answer’ (Isaiah 65:24). Gabriel came at a most remarkable time. It
was the time of the evening sacrifice. The morning sacrifice was prepared at 6 am. The evening
sacrifice was prepared at 3 pm. The Lord met His people at the time of sacrifice (Exodus 29:42-
43). It is a most remarkable fact that the Lord Jesus Christ cried out, ‘it is finished’ at the
time of the evening sacrifice, it was the ninth hour of the day – 3 pm!! He was our Passover
Lamb sacrificed for us (1st Corinthians 5:7). So, Elijah, 1 Kings 18:36-38; Ezra 9:4. Godly Israelites
kept this hour of the sacrifice. Could it also be possible that Gabriel was instructed to hasten to
Daniel with the important intent of making known to him the hour of the death of Messiah? Daniel
9:26 are the words of Gabriel to Daniel about the time of the death of Messiah, being ‘cut oft’ for
the sins of others. Remember that Jesus died at 3 pm.

Daniel was to receive light on Jerusalem, the people of Israel and the Temple. Daniel was a man
greatly beloved by the LORD, v23. In verse 23 Daniel was instructed by Gabriel to ‘consider the
vision’. What vision – verses 24 to 27 were not a vision, it was prophetic instruction and
information. The vision was in chapter 8, especially verses 23 to 26, which speak prophetically
about the character and intentions of the Antichrist when he appears in the ‘latter time of their
kingdom’, meaning the kingdom of the 10 horns of the revived Roman empire. These verses are
clearly connected with the prophetic information in chapter 9:24-27! They are ‘the Word of the
LORD’ and very important for the ‘latter time of their kingdom’, i.e., the time of the Antichrist as the
‘little horn’ coming up out of the 10 horns of the revived Roman empire.

Daniel had been reading the scroll of the prophet Jeremiah which had been taken into exile, no
doubt with other Scriptures, see chapter 9:2 relating to Jeremiah 25:11-13 (READ this). The 70
years of captivity were nearly at an end. Daniel knew this. This is why he set himself to prayer for
the LORD to bring His people back to their own land. The 70 years may be deduced from either of
two dates: from the destruction of the Temple in 586 BC to the completion of its rebuilding in 516
BC or from the going into captivity initially (Daniel and many others of influence) in 606 BC to the
time of their release from Persia, in 536 BC. Either way it is 70 years. Only an omniscient God
could have foretold over 500 years in advance, the very day on which the Messiah would ride into
Jerusalem, as we shall soon see, in order to present Himself as the Prince of Israel and the coming
King. This is one proof that Daniel contains so much predictive prophecy. It is not history written
after the events.

Daniel’s Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks (of years) is the greatest time-prophecy of the
Bible. Jesus’ prophetic discourses fixes the time of Israel’s greatest and final trouble, definitely
within the days of the 70 th week of Daniel’s prophecy, chapter 9:27, (see Matt.24:15-22; Mark
13:14-20). Much of Revelation is an expansion in some detail of the 70th week of 7 years. Two
equal periods of 1260 days; 42 months, or 3½ years (see Revelation 11:2-3; 12:6 & 14; 13:5).

Jeremiah had prophesied. the desolation of Israel should last 70 years (chapter 25:11 cf. Daniel
9:1-2).

The period of 69 weeks of years begins with a command, v25. The Hebrew for ‘seven’ is
‘shabua’, thus 70 weeks is 70 x 7 – 490 years, see v24. Jewish people had a ‘seven’ to guide their
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way of life, i.e. one normal week ended a Sabbath rest for them. Every 7th year should have been a
year of rest for the land. The Jewish people did not live by that Law for 490 yrs, leading up to the
exile. The Babylonian captivity was based on violation of Divine Law of Sabbath Years (see
Leviticus 26:34-35 & 40-45; 2nd Chronicles 36:21 also connected). 70 years restitution for violation
of Divine Law had been satisfied when the 70 years ended. Israel had to be out of their land, giving
it rest. Then they could return. Captivity judgment had ended and now new Divine plans and
promises are given and disclosed through Gabriel to Daniel. A new era begins then for the Jewish
people.

The prophecy cannot relate to 490 days, that is little over one year! In chapter 10:2-3 the weeks
there refer to days - 3x7 days. When the Hebrew word ‘shabua’ is masculine plural, it means
‘sevens of days’, one literal week. When the Hebrew word ‘shabua’ is in the feminine plural, it
means a ‘seven of years’, or a ‘week of years’. The first example is in Daniel 9:2 and the second
example is in verse 24. Verse 24 is not yet fulfilled. There is not an end of sins. Everlasting
righteousness has not been established on the earth. The most holy to be anointed is clearly the
anointing of the Messiah (Messiah means the anointed one, that has never happened. Kings are
anointed when they become king. That will happen when Christ becomes King and reigns for the
Millennium). These ‘70 weeks’ cannot be understood to be literal ‘70 weeks’ in duration as weeks.
Certainly no everlasting righteousness was established 70 weeks after Christ. We are dealing with
70 sevens of years = 490 years.

As a result of the violation of God’s purposes for the land and people of Israel, there is still
another 490 years of God’s dealings with Israel IN JUDGMENT before full blessings can flow again
upon them and the city of Jerusalem. One important question – when do these 490 years begin?
From the time of the command to restore and rebuild the wall and the streets of Jerusalem, in
troubled times, to the time when the Prince Messiah would enter Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) would
be 7 weeks and 62 weeks, totally 69 weeks (of years, remember), i.e. 483 yrs. This was not in
Ezra’s time but in Nehemiah’s time. The only Scripture to fulfil this description is found in
Nehemiah 2:1-8, the 20th year of the reign of Artaxerxes (Ahasuerus). Nehemiah 2 verse 1 says it
is the month of Nisan and the 20th year of king Artaxerxes. This is 445 BC. The encyclopaedia
Britannica tells us it is 14th March 445 BC, deduced from knowing the accession of king Artaxerxes
as 465 BC. So we may safely say that the 70 weeks of years - 490 actual years, begins on 14th

March 445 BC.

The reason for dividing 7 weeks and 62 weeks to total 69 weeks of years (483 actual years) is
even more amazingly accurate to prove that the Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy is the greatest Time-
Prophecy in the whole of the Bible. Seven weeks of years 49 years, historically began with the
second decree of Artaxerxes in 458 BC (see Ezra 7:8) instructing Ezra and the people of Israel to
return to their homeland and city in order to rebuild Jerusalem (Ezra 7:11-26), and the Temple. 49
years takes us to 409 BC. When Nehemiah returned the second time from Babylon to Jerusalem
(Nehemiah 13:7-31), there had begun the physical, moral and spiritual rebuilding going on. The
time was the 15th year of Darius Nothus (423 – 404 BC), the year therefore being 409 BC. Thus 49
years from the command by Artaxerxes in 458 BC!

Daniel 9:25 tells us of a total of 69 weeks of years (483 literal years) which must come to pass
from the command to rebuild the walls and the streets of Jerusalem, to the ‘cutting off’ of Messiah,
meaning His rejection by His own people, who received Him not’. The remarkable proof of the
‘cutting off” of Messiah is seen in Matthew’s Gospel when Jesus was rejected by the religious
leaders. Then Jesus began to teach in parables contained in chapter 13, that ‘seeing they see not
and hearing they do not understand’, fulfilling Isaiah 6:9-10.

A Jewish year has 360 days. We must reduce 69 weeks of years to days. 69x7x360=173,880
days. Beginning with March 14th 445 BC, 173,880 days brings us to April 6th 32 AD. What
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happened on April 6th 32 AD? Sir Robert Anderson in his fine book ‘The Coming Prince’ states that
the date was the 10 th of Nisan. That was the day when Messiah Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the
foal of an ass, to offer Himself as the Messiah Prince. (Daniel 9:25). See Luke 19:28-44 and
compare with Zechariah 9:9. Now see Luke 19:42. VERY IMPORTANT. ‘This your day’. This day
fulfilled the 69 weeks of years in Daniel 9. The exact 173,880 th day of the prophecy! How accurate
is the Word of God.

So, in our studies, 69 weeks of years, or 483 actual years have been fulfilled. We now have one
week of 7 years left to be fulfilled. They could not have been consecutive, following on from 32 AD.
That would be 39 AD. Transgressions were not finished by AD 39! The world is getting worse, nor
better.

There is a parenthesis between the 69th week (after the 483 years when God’s prophetic clock for
Israel stopped – and it still is while the Church Age started and will be completed. Then the
prophetic clock for Israel will start again with the 70th week of Daniel – the last 7 years of judgment
(Great Tribulation).

Nothing so far in history measures up concerning the 70th week of Daniel 9. Thus the 70 th week is
still FUTURE. There is a gap of an unknown number of years between the now completed 69
weeks of years and the commencement of the 70 th week of 7 years. With our Western minds we
might assume events follow on consecutively. This is not so in the Jewish mind. This prophecy
concerns only the Jewish people, the city of Jerusalem and Israel as a nation. The Church has no
place here. NOTE that the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple was prophesied and fulfilled
BEFORE the beginning of the 70th week of 7 years. The destruction was in AD 70. Daniel 9:27
introduces us to the final week of 7 years, which is yet to come to pass. This gap of unknown
years, we know as the Church Age, but unknown to the prophets in the Old Testament is called a
SUSPENSION OF FULFILMENT.

Do not confuse the 70 years of exile with the 70 ‘shabuas’ or ‘sevens of years’ totalling 490 years
which will culminate in the second coming of the Messiah Christ the King of Israel.

Examples of the ‘parenthesis period’ or ‘gap’, the Church Age, are found in several places.
a) Hosea 3:4-5.
b) Hosea 5:15-6:1.
c) Isaiah 61:1-2a compare with Luke 4:16-21. These are proof of the ‘natural gap’.
d) Gap between Psalm 110:1 & 2. Sections of Psalm 22.
e) Acts 15:14-18, quoting Amos 9:11.

History suggests a natural gap because from AD 32, adding 7 years to AD 39, nothing happened
in history to fulfil the 70 th week, so it did not occur then. The 70th week was not fulfilled
chronologically or historically because the destruction of Jerusalem took place in AD 70, before the
70 th week is mentioned in verse 27. The 70th week of Daniel 9:27 is still future!

Verse 27 - ‘Overspreading of abomination’. Better in NKJV, ‘on the wing of abominations shall be
one who makes desolate’. Difficult phrase to translate. Better as ‘upon the wings stands the
abomination of desolation’. Jesus quotes Daniel in Matthew 24;15. In the context of Matthew 24:21
we are told of a ‘great tribulation such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, nor
ever shall be’. IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT JESUS IS LINKING ALL THIS TO THE PROMISE OF
HIS SECOND COMING (see verses 29-30). We are told that God recommences His dealings in
blessing with the nation of Israel when the ‘70 weeks of years’ are fulfilled, i.e. 490 literal, actual
years must become complete in God’s judgmental dealings with Israel, before His full flow of
blessing commences again by the appearing of their Messiah Prince, King of the Jews.

When Jesus warns the Jewish people, that is the context of Matthew chapters 24 & 25, of the
‘Abomination of Desolation standing in the holy place, He is giving warning of the coming Roman
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prince in the context of Daniel 9:27. From 2nd Thessalonians 2:3-4 we see the connection
immediately that the ‘man of sin’ and ‘antichrist’ ‘beast’ of Daniel and Revelation is ‘the prince
(Roman) that shall come’ with the intent to destroy Israel. We note that half way through the 70 th of
7 years, a confirmed covenant between the Roman prince and Israelis broken (Daniel 9:27a). In
other words a covenant of peace towards and with Israelis broken after 3½ years and the Roman
prince turns against Israel with supreme hatred and intent on intense persecution of Israel. This is
the ‘false peace’ which is yet to come (Jeremiah 6:14).

In Daniel 9:27 we are introduced to the ‘Desolator’. He is the Roman prince that is to come. He is
of the same people who destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70, but the time is linked with the second
coming of Christ, according to Jesus in Matthew 24:27, 29, 39, 44. The Roman Empire is
therefore seen to prevail and be present right up to the coming again of the Lord! The Times of
the Gentiles will then come to an end. Luke chapter 21:24. In Revelation 13:1-3 we see the ‘beast’
comprising all the attributes of all the previous empires of Daniel 7:1-9 (note the reverse order in
Revelation 13:1-3). Here is indeed the revived Roman empire which continues right up to the time
of the coming again of the Lord. The reigning power of the ‘antichrist beast’ continues to exist as
the continuation of the fourth (Roman) empire right up to the fifth empire which is Christ’s Kingdom
on earth and His rule from Jerusalem. Satan ‘resurrects’ the system of the Roman empire for the
very end of days.

Daniel 12:1 speaks of a ‘time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation (Israel) even
to that time’. Daniel’s people will be delivered. Compare this with Matthew 24:21, almost identical
words. Jeremiah 30:7 speaks of the ‘day of Jacob’s trouble’.

CONFLICTS TO COME. Daniel 10 – 11:1
Prophecy of Wars and Afflictions for Israel.

The time is two years after chapter 9. Daniel was about 84 years of age. It was two years after
many Jewish people returned to Judah and Jerusalem. (Cyrus order: see 2nd Chronicles 36:22-23;
Ezra 1:1. Cyrus must have known of Isaiah 44:28; 45:1-13). Daniel remained in Babylon/Persia, in
his influential position where he could best serve his people. Daniel was given a “remarkable true
word and involved a great conflict.” Difficult to translate. Hebrew: ‘tsaba’ meaning wars and
affliction. The word often appears linked with the LORD Jehovah Tsabaoth – the LORD of Hosts,
or God of armies. ‘Tsaba” means army, host, warfare, engaged conflict.
The information given by the ‘messenger’ involved great conflicts to come. How would you feel

having received so much information from God about your people? See, for example, verses 13 &
20.

These last three chapters of Daniel belong together. They constitute the final and most complete
revelation from God to him.

Verse 1 – The word or revelation (thing) was true, but it was appointed for the future. This is the
fourth and final predictive revelation from God. It relates to the Persian period and then the Greek
period (v20 & onwards. READ v14). When we reach chapter 11 we shall encounter the
Syrian/Greek king Antiochus Epiphanes (v21 on), who is a clear forerunner of the final Antichrist
(from v36 on). Chapter 12:1 tells us of the Great Tribulation, still future, a terrible time, worse than
anything in history past. Jesus refers to it in Matthew 24:21. So these three chapters cover a huge
span of prophetic history, some of it future to Daniel but history to us, but some still in the future, it
is yet to come. The Church will not witness these events.

Daniel receives three visitors. Who are they? He had been eating plain food for three weeks and
mourning over what will happen to His people, land and city in his future and ours, too. He
mourned over Israel’s plight, yet to be? Do we? We are indebted to them for God’s revelation and
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also for our Saviour too (Romans 15:26-27). Do we mourn over the state of the Church today,
also? Deliverance will come to Israel, chapter 12 makes that abundantly clear. Daniel mourned for
3 weeks, 21 literal days this time, though he was a busy man in his presidential position under the
king of Persia, (think of Joseph under Pharaoh). He did not anoint himself because anointing gives
a sign of joy (Proverbs 27:9). He discontinued this in his mourning. (Oil used to make the face
shine, also used when exposed to the strong sun. Psalm 104:15).

The first visitor (v4-9). Some say this is an angel. Many believe this is a pre-incarnate
theophany of the Lord Jesus Christ. Verse 1 summarises the time and the vision. It was the 24 th

day of Nisan (March - April: Passover time). The first day of mourning was 1st of Nisan (see
Nehemiah 2:1). The 14 th day of Nisan was Passover, followed by seven days of Unleavened Bread
(Leviticus 23) 15th – 21st Nisan (Exodus 12:14-18). Both feasts completed by the 24th day (Daniel
10:4). NB. Mourning and possibly limited fasting during Feasts of the Passover and Unleavened
Bread time. Did Daniel specially choose this time? Parallel of deliverance from Egypt and from
Babylon, though only 50,000 Jewish people left Babylon/Persia; all at different times.

The river Hiddekel is the Tigris (v4). Daniel sees a ‘man clothed in linen’. Who is he? No created
angel appeared with such majesty or described with such a sense of awe and presence. Daniel
labels this a ‘great vision’, distinct from ordinary visions received. This awesome description is so
similar to John’s description of the Glorified Lord in Revelation 1:10-18 (see Daniel 12:5-13). He is
clothed in fine linen – a description of the High Priestly nature and dignity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
(High priest, see Exodus 28:4; 29:5). “Face as the appearance of lightning.” Description with
reference to Christ in Matthew 24:27; Revelation 4:5. “Eyes as lamps of fire” – similar to Revelation
1. This must be Christ who will descend from heaven with the clouds of heaven, with power and
majesty – His second coming to this earth, to Israel.
Only Daniel saw the man (think of Saul of Tarsus). Daniel was overwhelmed like John on Patmos.

He felt wretched in the Lord’s presence and fell in a faint through extreme weakness.

Verses 10-15 – This is a created angel who gently lifted Daniel on to his hands and knees, to
give a message.

v11 – Daniel is greatly beloved by the Lord. What remarkable favour. Daniel is told to stand and
give strict attention – keen mental alertness to the information the angel will give him.

Verses 12-13 – Daniel had a fixed heart on the Lord, to understand with deep humility and
teachable spirit having a right attitude to receive instruction. What an example! From the first day,
Daniel’s prayer was heard, so why did he have to wait three weeks before there was response
from God?

v13 - says there was conflict in the heavenlies between this angel and the high-ranking demon
prince behind Persia sent by Satan, no doubt. Satan desires to hinder and oppose God’s work,
especially concerning Israel, but also certainly the Church. Paul tells us Satan hindered him. The
angel needed the help of the Archangel Michael to help him, such was the battle. Michael is the
Archangel who looks after the welfare of Israel when in desperate need, on God’s instruction (see
v21), ‘Michael, your prince’, chapter 12:1; Jude 9 & Revelation 12:7.

Why was a demon appointed by Satan to influence the king of Persia who was kindly disposed to
the people of Israel? Obviously to change his mind, not to be benevolent towards the Jewish
people, but rather to show ill will towards them, to refuse requests, bring hardship and especially
not to allow them to return to their home-land. (Think of the nations today and some Christians in
the Church!). The hindrance of the enemy covered the 21 days when Daniel was mourning over
the plight of his people’s future. How he loves to hinder our prayer times, especially concerning
prayer for Israel, plus the Church, too. There are principalities and powers in the heavenly places
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(Ephesians 6). We need armour in the battle. The angel remained, eminent in battle, with the king
of Persia, to influence his thinking, not allowing him to be subject to the wily suggestions of high
ranking demons. What a mystery this is! Think of Jesus in the wilderness and needing an angel to
strengthen Him in the garden of Gethsemane. Daniel had no idea until now of the struggle between
the two angels and the demon. ‘We wrestle not with flesh and blood’.

Verse 14 - ‘Latter days’. Closing portion of time (see Genesis 49:1; Numbers 24:14; Isaiah 2:2;
Micah 4:1; Daniel 2:28). In view of Daniel 8:23 and the following, chapter 11:30-35, we must
initially think of the last days of the Graeco-Macedonian world monarchy (Alexander and on),
particularly the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. it is further evident from chapter 11:36-45 & 12:1 that
the angel is referring to the final end time of the final Antichrist. This views the final history of Israel
culminating in the climax of the world, the second advent of Christ and His establishment of His
earthly Kingdom. (More in chapter 11 & 12). ‘Your people’, the Jewish people – not Gentiles.
Daniel had been praying about the near future, but the revelation had come for the distant future.
Daniel would receive far more than he had asked for.

Verse 15 – Daniel in an agony, pain wracked, twisting and writhing, like pangs of childbirth,
intense pain, difficulty of breathing. (Jesus said there will be similar twisting and writing of world
history just before He comes again to this earth – Great Tribulation birth-pangs). Daniel was in an
agony over what is to happen to his people in the end times.

Verses 16-17 – Could this be the Lord again? It could be so. Whoever it was touched Daniel’s
lips and he could speak again. (Think of Isaiah in the Temple, Isaiah 6).

Verses 17-21 – An angel touched Daniel and strengthened him. Daniel could respond to the
revelation now.

Verse 19 encourages Daniel: ‘man greatly beloved’, ‘fear not’, ‘peace be unto you’, ‘be strong,
yes, be strong’. Daniel was strengthened. Though the angel was sent to answer Daniel’s prayer,
he continued to speak about warfare among supernatural powers. When the angel left Daniel he
would continue the warfare against his demonic opponent, even though he had already won
previously. Victory needs to be renewed. Satan’s demons would try again and again to regain their
place of influence over the Persian rulers and then the Greeks. Behind nations and rulers, there
are satanic fallen angels attacking in order to gain influence over world rulers. Satan is the ‘prince
of the power of the air’ (Ephesians 2:2). The prince of Greece was another demon, not Alexander
331 BC. The angel’s period of contending for influence over Persian kings would continue for two
more centuries, 536-331 BC, before he would move to the Greek area of warfare. 536 BC was the
year when Cyrus released the Jewish people to return home. No wonder there was spiritual
warfare in the heavenlies. Michael is still contending over Israel today, plus other angels around
the world fighting against chief demons for influence over nations and their leaders. Michael will be
called upon to assist this other chief angel in spiritual warfare.
Jewish welfare was vitally involved with the dominating empire of the day, so Michael was and will

be involved to influence other nations and empires concerning Israel, the Jewish people and the
city of Jerusalem.

Chapter 11:1 – Cyrus’ decision to let the Jewish people return home had been accomplished by
God working through these two high ranking angels, influencing Darius also.
It is the same today – decisions are made in high places concerning God’s people, Christians and

Israel. God’s angels are involved in bringing about the desired result. How many angelic demons
were behind Hitler, also Islam and Saddam Hussein today, plus the developments in Europe and
the plans for a new world order under the forthcoming Antichrist? Anti-Semitism among the nations
and even in the Church (!) is very much the work of the enemy – fallen demon angels on
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instructions from Satan. (Think of the birds of the air in the high mustard tree in Matthew 13, also
the birds who snatch away the sown seed).

Note what the angel says to Daniel in 10:21, ‘I will show you what is noted in the Scripture of
Truth....’ This is the book of decrees and God’s counsel, in which the future of nations is written
down. We find similar references in Scripture (Deuteronomy 32:34; Psalm 139:16; Isaiah 65:6;
Malachi 3:16). In a book like this there is a plan, unity and order – Divine planning towards a
resultant end.

FURTHER CONFLICTS TO COME - Daniel 11 & 12.

The angel reveals to Daniel a large chunk of world history of the Persian realm, lasting for 200+
years. The angel intended Daniel to know that the battle was in the heavenlies more than on the
earth, as the turbulence from verse 2 onwards. It is the Divine interpretation of the bitter opposition
that Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah experienced when they set about restoring Israel upon return
from exile. The Tobiahs and the Sanballats were in the service of Satan himself. It was the
continuing struggle between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent (Gen.3:15). It is
from this point of view that history is told in the Bible. Israel is in the centre of God’s planning
– without exaggeration. This is the Biblical view of history, even today.

The angel gives a brief sketch of Persian history, according to the ‘Scripture of Truth’, Daniel
10:21. Everything was exactly fulfilled in Persian history as predicted here - intrigue and turbulence
of those times. Such amazing detail, many are critical – wrongly.
Even Esther is involved in this. (Ahasuerus-Xerxes 486 BC). Remember Haman’s treachery and

Hitler’s holocaust – only time was the difference (seed of the woman - seed of the serpent).
We shall only look briefly at Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 BC), the ‘little horn’, who was a Syro--

Greek ruler who typified and pro-figured the future Antichrist in his terror and cruelty against the
Jewish people. This will be found in verses 21 to 35.

Verse 31-32 – Antiochus Epiphanes polluted the Temple. He terminated sacrifices on the altar,
sacrificed a pig on it and poured its broth over the altar, so we are told. He enforced Greek
customs upon the Jewish people. Mosaic customs made illegal, e.g. circumcision, under penalty of
death. Antiochus Epiphanes substituted an altar or statue of Jupiter in the Temple. This was the
‘Abomination of Desolation’ placed where it ought not to be – in the place of the bronze altar.
Jewish people were commanded to worship the chief Grecian god, on pain of death, if not. Then
onwards no Jewish person would come to the Temple to worship because it had been defiled and
polluted. Temple suffered Abomination and Desolation. Maccabean revolt was the result.
(Hanukkah).
Prophecy still to be fulfilled exactly again under the Antichrist – Temple defilement: Abomination

of Desolation: image of the Beast set up for worship. Jewish people will flee Jerusalem for Petra.

Verse 35 – Suffering refined through affliction. Hebrew: ‘tsarap’- refine; a word used for ‘melting’
or ‘refining’ metal (think of Daniel’s three friends in the furnace, and future under Antichrist). The
word for ‘cleanse’ is ‘barar’ - to separate; from impurity. The word for ‘make white’ is ‘laban’ - ‘to be
white’ or make pure.

Verse 35 (b) – Linked to verses 36-45, ‘the time of the end’, i.e. the time of the future Antichrist,
at the close of the present age, long after Antiochus Epiphanes, which was not the ‘time of the
end’, because ‘it is yet for an appointed time’, even in our future, leaping the centuries, an
undesignated time period. Prophecy does this. In between comes the Church Age, though it did
not begin until 32 AD – almost 200 years after Antiochus Epiphanes. The Church Age is the
‘hidden mystery’ not revealed to any of the prophets.
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Verses 36 - 45 - No longer Antiochus Epiphanes. Reasons:
1) Character descriptions fit Antichrist of the future.
2) Verses 36-39 – Policies of this person reviewed as if introducing him for the first time. Must be

Antichrist. Antiochus Epiphanes’s life history and activity previously given.
3) Historical matters relating to this ‘king’, (verses 40-45) do not fit historical events of Antiochus

Epiphanes but fit statements about Antichrist mentioned elsewhere.
4) Story of Antiochus Epiphanes already concluded in prophecy. NB. There is a break in

continuity after v35.
5) Form of reference used in v36 suggests a change of identity. Antiochus Epiphanes has not

been designated as ‘the king’. He was a usurper by intrigue. The predecessors of Antiochus
Epiphanes referred to by their designation ‘king of the north’.

6) In v40 this king is actually distinguished from another ruler, ‘king of the north’, thus setting him
apart from a line of kings.

7) Involved with this person’s rule will be the worst ever time of trouble for Israel in all her history
and also the history of the world of nations. (Jeremiah 30:7; Matthew 24:31; Daniel 12:1). The
Great Tribulation is in view when Antichrist rules.

8) Antichrist has been presented in the three earlier revelations, one should not be surprised if
presented here:- (a). ‘Little horn’ (7:8 & 24). (b). ‘King of fierce countenance’ (8:23). ‘Prince
that shall come’ (9:26).

9) Reference to resurrection, (12:2), can only occur at the time of Christ’s return which
immediately follows the exploits of the Antichrist. Antiochus Epiphanes may not have
magnified him self as a god – he worshipped gods of Greece and demanded same from the
Jewish people. Antichrist sets himself up as god above every god (2nd Thessalonians 2:4,
blaspheming God’s Name, Revelation 13:6), attempting to change God’s natural laws (Daniel
7:25), ‘astonishing things, unbelievable, unique’ things spoken against God’ in degree of
insolence and self-exaltation, more than any other.

v36 - ‘indignation’ – the time of the end and his end, see chapter 8:19 – same word. Parallel
context found to refer to Great Tribulation period, when Antichrist is the mighty Roman king for
seven years (9:27). God is in control. God permits the oppression of the Jewish people to bring
them to an attitude of heart when they will receive Christ as Redeemer Messiah.

Verses 37-38 – Will he be a Jewish man from Europe out of the revived Roman empire? It seems
likely. The ‘desire’ here means the desire of Jewish women to be the woman to give birth to the
Messiah. They are 2000 years too late! Antichrist is inhuman with regard to women. He will not
enjoy the characteristics and qualities of women – mercy, gentleness and kindness. (Neither did
Hitler). Is he a homosexual? Acceptance of such behaviour is growing, alas. Antichrist did not
believe in God or any god, except himself as god. Neither did he believe in a Messiah. He will
oppose the idea of Messiah – the coming King of kings and King of the Jewish people. Antichrist
claims supreme authority and power (2nd Thessalonians 2:4). His goal is military programmes in
line with political manoeuvres. He has no religious beliefs, denies all deities. He turns wealth into
warfare (v39). ‘God of forces’ is military might, (v38). He will love war and destruction, especially
following the time of false peace he establishes to deceive Israel. Revelation 13:4 speaks of him as
being invincible, in the eyes of the world. “Who is like the Beast, who is able to make war with
him?”

Verse 40 - ‘Time of the end’ is the Great Tribulation period, when Antichrist rules. Egypt leading
the Arab world – king of the south. King of the north could be a Syrian king or someone in that area
of the Middle East. This is not Ezekiel 38 & 39, which is headed up by Russia, plus a few nations
against Israel. Events mentioned here are later. He will conquer some of the African countries and
then focus to enter the ‘glorious land’, which is Israel. Is this when he breaks his seven year
covenant of peace and turns nasty upon Israel in the second half of the Great Tribulation?
Probably, it will be that time to come. He intends to conquer and rule from the centre of the earth
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(Ezekiel 5:5). Whoever controls the middle east controls the world. The Temple will have been
rebuilt and Jewish worship restored in Judaism, which will annoy the Antichrist’s atheistic militarism
and materialism at this point. Edom, Moab and Ammon are Jordan today. Jesus instructs the
Jewish people in Matthew 24:16-18 to flee to the mountains. Antichrist will not touch these. It is
interesting to realise that Petra is in Jordan and that this is where the believing remnant of Israel
will escape to for safety.

Verses 42-43 – Egypt, Libya and Ethiopia conquered.

v44 – Fury to destroy north and east.

v45 - Antichrist invades Israel, established in Mount Zion area, between Mediterranean Sea and
Dead Sea. Destroys most of Jerusalem and kills 2/3 rds of the Jewish people (Zechariah 13:8-9).
Antichrist is destroyed at the height of his power by the returning Christ.
45b - “He shall come to his end – none shall help him” (Revelation 19:11-21). Christ deals with

Antichrist and his army in the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:2, 12).

Chapter 12

Chapter 12:1 – Focus on Israel and her people. Same period as 11:36-45. Archangel Michael
comes to help Israel, as in chapter 10:13, 21 & Revelation 12:7-9 in Israel’s worst period of
suffering ever. Deuteronomy 4:30; Jeremiah 30:7; Matthew 24:21. The intense suffering is caused
by Antichrist’s hate and persecution - Anti-Semitism. 2/3rds die, rebels purged (Ezekiel 20:33-38).
Michael casts Satan from access to heaven, down to the earth, who, in turn exerts his fury against
the Jewish people. (Christians are in heaven with the Lord). Satan tries to disprove and destroy
Bible truth concerning the glorious future for Israel – an endeavour to prove God a liar! He is the
dragon of Revelation 12. Satan masterminds Antichrist but he becomes a proved failure. 1/3rd

Israel is spared and saved (Zechariah 12:10-13:1). Same deliverance as in Daniel 7:26-27.

“Written in the Book”. ‘Book of life’ (Exodus 32:32-33; Psalm 69:28; Luke 10:20; Philippians 4:3;
Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12-15; 21:27). Many Jewish people will have become true believers
due to the two witnesses and the 144,000.

Verses 2-3 – Physical resurrection of the martyred believing Jewish people raised to enjoy the
Millennium (see Revelation 20:4-6). Resurrection of the Tribulation martyrs among the Gentiles -
Millennial and Eternal blessings of Salvation. (Find resurrection of Tribulation saints in Revelation
7:9-17). Old Testament saints raised too when Christ returns.

Verse 4 - ‘Seal the book’ – preserve and maintain its safety. It does not mean to hide its
message. ‘Run to and fro’ – many searching for answers and information concerning future events
(2nd Chronicles 16:9, Jeremiah 5:1; Amos 8:12; Zechariah 4:10). Daniel is to preserve his book so
that people of all time, especially now these end times, may have it for reference to the last end-
time events. Daniel will unfold then.

Verses 5-6 – Again the two angels are still with Christ – same vision time. (Two witnesses
establish a point).

Verse 7 – Solemnity and importance in the answer. 3½ years. Second half of Great Tribulation.

Verses 8 & 9 – Daniel is told that the revelation given him is for the time of the end. Further
revelation given for the end in the book of Revelation, to be linked with Daniel.
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Verse 10 – Many Jews to be saved to walk right with their God. Others remain wicked and judged
as rebels.

1260 days (3½ years) being the 2nd half of the Great Tribulation plus 30 days. Is this for the
Judgment of the Living Nations upon Christ’s return? (Matthew 25:31-46). This may include
summoning the rest of the Jewish people back to Israel to live under their redeeming King (Ezekiel
20:34-38).

Verse 12 – 1335 days. Note extra 45 days. Maybe this is the length of time needed to set up
the governmental machinery of the 5th Empire – Christ’s reign – the Millennium. True and full
borders for Israel will have to be set up, Genesis 15:18 and be established. Appointments of kings
and rulers made worldwide.

Verse 13 – Daniel will rest in death, to be raised in resurrection and to stand again to receive
and enjoy his inheritance place as a saint for the Millennium and for eternity, at the second coming
of Christ. This seems the likely time for the resurrection of the Old Testament saints. Maybe he will
have a high office in the Millennium as he did in the exile period. He prepared the exiles from the
study of the Scriptures to return to Israel. Will be have the same office again?

Summary: (1) World ruler. 2) World religion. (3) World war. (4) Time of Great Tribulation for Israel.
(5) Deliverance for the people of God at the end of the Great Tribulation. (6) Resurrection and
Judgement. (7) Reward for the Righteous.

John Walvoord writes, “This concluding revelation linked with the Millennial Kingdom and
resurrection in the Old Testament acts as a capstone on top of all the preceding tremendous
revelations, establishes the book of Daniel as the greatest and most comprehensive prophetic
revelation of the Old Testament. Its counterpart in the New Testament in the book of Revelation
provides the final Word of God concerning the Prophetic programme of the ages.”

In the light of world conditions today, which would seem to anticipate the fulfilment of Daniel’s
‘time of the end’, it is possible to understand Daniel today as never before in history.
If God is reviving His people Israel politically, allowing the Church to drift into indifference and

apostasy, and permitting the nations to move towards centralisation of political power (United
States of Europe and then One World Order and Global Government under the Antichrist), it may
not be long before the time of the end will overtake the world.
Many who look up for the coming of the Lord anticipate their removal from earth’s scene before

the final days of the time of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
The hour may not be far distant when faithful saints – Jews and Gentiles, but not the Church – in

the midst of trial in the Great Tribulation will turn to these pages of Scripture and find in them the
strength and courage to remain true even though it may mean a martyr’s death.

Don Hender
12th December 2002
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